Township of Lopatcong

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
William D. Wright

July 28, 2026
Dear Lopatcong Resident,
| hope this letter finds you and your family enjoying a wonderful summer.

One of the responsibilities of the Mayor of Lopatcong Township is to report at least once
annually on the State of the Township. As | begin my third year serving as your Mayor, | am
pleased to share an update on where we stand and where we are headed.

Working together with Council members Lou Belcaro, Jim Palitto, Rich McQuade, and Scott
Marinelli our focus remains clear: maintaining Lopatcong Township as a safe, financially
responsible, and welcoming community while protecting the quality of life that makes our
Township such a special place to call home.

Our financial position remains exceptionally strong. Through careful budgeting and
responsible fiscal management, the Township has built cash reserves exceeding $10
million allowing us to plan for future improvements while maintaining long-term financial
stability. The 2026 municipal budget totals approximately $12 million with 6.5 million
raised through local taxation. Despite increasing costs faced by municipalities across New
Jersey, this year’s municipal tax increase remains among the lowest in Warren County.

The Township’s tax base has continued to grow, with total ratables now exceeding $1
billion. A strong commercial tax base helps reduce the burden on homeowners and
strengthens our financial future. At the same time, we remain committed to responsible
planning that protects our neighborhoods, preserves our community’s character, and
ensures future development is appropriate for Lopatcong Township. Growth should benefit
our residents while maintaining the quality of life that attracted so many of us to live here.

We heard residents’ concerns regarding the prospect of data center development in and
around the Township and took steps this summer to zone data centers out of the Township.
There are not currently any proposed data centers in Lopatcong Township and we are not

aware of any being proposed.
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Maintaining our roads and infrastructure continues to be one of our highest priorities.
Earlier this year, we completed improvements to Stonehenge Drive with the assistance of a
$136,782 New Jersey Department of Transportation grant. Construction of Phase | of the
Strykers Road Improvement Project is expected to be completed this fall with an additional
NJDOT grant of $127,890.

Looking ahead, the Township has applied for additionat NJIDOT grants to fund Phase || of
the Strykers Road improvements, improvements to Puddings Stone Way and Brier Place,
and future work on Reservoir Road. Aggressively pursuing grant funding allows us to
improve our infrastructure while reducing the cost to local taxpayers.

The Township also received numerous grants this year supporting public safety, recreation,
recycling and municipal services, including funding for police operations, playground
improvements, Clean Communities initiatives and recycling programs. Over the years,
these grants have brought millions of dollars into Lopatcong Township while reducing the
financial impact on our residents.

Redevelopment of the Municipal Poot and Park remains one of the Township’s highest
priorities. Comprehensive construction plans and bid documents have been completed,
and we are carefully evaluating the most cost-effective approach before moving forward.
Taking the time to complete this process properly will help control costs, minimize delays
and ensure we deliver a quality project while protecting taxpayer dollars. We are excited to
move this long-awaited project forward.

In the meantime, our new pickleball courts, completed with the assistance of a $82,000
grant, officially opened this spring and have already become a popular recreationat
amenity for residents,

Our Police Department continues to grow and evolve to meet the needs of our community.
The addition of a dedicated traffic officer, increased patrol staffing and our successful
School Resource Officer Program have strengthened public safety throughout the
Township.

The dedicated traffic officer has significantly increased enforcement of speeding
violations, overweight commercial vehicles, and other traffic safety concerns, helping
make our roads safer for everyone.

This year, we are also pleased to welcome two additional full-time police officers. Their
addition further strengthens our department’s ability to provide professional, responsive,
community-oriented policing while meeting the needs of our growing community.

Public safety is a partnership. | encourage all residents to remain engaged, report
suspicious activity, and continue working with our Police Department to keep Lopatcong a
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safe place to live and raise a family. As always, call 911 for emergencies and 908-859-2211
for non-emergency police matters.

Our Fire Department also continues to provide outstanding service to the community.
Under the leadership of Fire Chief Jim Marinelli, the department remains strong with active
volunteer membership at both stations. This year, firefighters received new protective
equipment, rescue tools, fire house, gas monitoring equipment, and other essential safety
upgrades that improve emergency response capabilities.

We are also proud that the new Pierce Ascendant 100-foot Aerial Tower Truck is now fully
operational. This state-of-the-art apparatus enhances firefighter safety, improves
emergency response capabilities, and helps maintain our Public Protection Classification,
which can contribute to lower homeowners’ insurance premiums for many residents.

Beyond municipal services, Lopatcong continues to be a wonderful place to build
community. Our Music in the Park series returns this summer with another outstanding
lineup of performers, and | hope many of you will join us. Community Day will be held on
Saturday, August 29, with fireworks at dusk. | encourage everyone to take advantage of
these opportunities to spend time with friends and neighbors.

As always, | ask everyone to help keep our community safe by following Township leash
laws and ensuring that pets remain under proper control. These simple measures help
protect both our families and our four-legged friends.

Before closing, | would like to remember those we have lost over the past year, including
former elected officials, Township employees and friends of our community. To everyone
who has lost a loved one, please accept my sincere condolences.

Please continue to visit our Township website and follow our social media pages for
important news, project updates, and information about upcoming events.

Serving as your Mayor continues to be one of the greatest honors of my life. Together with
Township Council, our dedicated employees, first responders, volunteers, and residents,
we will continue building a community that is financially strong, safe, and well-positioned
for the future while preserving the character that makes Lopatcong Township such a
wonderful place to call home.

Thank you for your continued trust, support and involvement in our community.

Sincerely,

S e

William D. Wright
Mayor, Lopatcong Township







