
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

                                     6:30 pm Executive Session/7:30 pm Regular Session 
 

July 1, 2026 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Lopatcong Township Council was called to order by Mayor Wright.  
The meeting was held in the Municipal Building located at 232 S. Third St., Phillipsburg, New 
Jersey. 
 
A Prayer was offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Wright stated “Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time and 
place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 72 of the Public Laws of 2025 by advertising a 
Notice on Township Website – www.lopatcongtwp.com, by posting a copy on the bulletin board 
in the Municipal Building and is accessible by direct hyperlink placed on the New Jersey 
Secretary of State’s portal - https://www.nj.gov/state/statewide-legal-notices-list.shtml”. 
 
Present: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright.  Also, present were Attorney Baldwin and Engineer Wisniewski.  
 
Summarize Exec. Session – Attorney Baldwin noted there is action necessary from the 
Executive Session to reject the Lopatcong Park/Pool Project.  Motion by Mayor Wright, 
seconded by Councilman Belcaro.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None  
 
Warren County Commissioner Lori Ciesla – Presented the Township of Lopatcong with a 
plaque in celebration of Warren County’s Bicentennial and the Semi quincentennial of the United 
States of America. 
 
Public Comment - None 
 
Old Business: 
 
Minutes for June 3, 2026 Executive and Regular Sessions.  Motion by Council President Palitto, 
seconded by Councilman Belcaro to approve. Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 

 
Resolution – Setting Forth the Reasons of the Township Council for Adopting Ordinance 26-06, 
Amending the Township Zoning Ordinance to Prohibit Data Centers, Notwithstanding the 
Planning Board’s Determination that the Ordinance is Inconsistent with the Township Master 
Plan pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-62(a). 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-109 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, 
COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY SETTING FORTH THE REASONS 

OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL FOR ADOPTING ORDINANCE NO. 26-06, AMENDING 
THE TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT DATA CENTERS, 

NOTWITHSTANDING THE PLANNING BOARD'S DETERMINATION THAT THE 

http://www.lopatcongtwp.com/


ORDINANCE IS INCONSISTENT WITH THE TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN PURSUANT 
TO N.J.S.A. 40:55D-62(a) 

WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of Lopatcong introduced Ordinance No. 26-
06 amending the Township's Land Use Ordinance to prohibit data centers within the ROM zone 
of the Township; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-26(a), the proposed ordinance was referred to the 
Township Planning Board for review and recommendation regarding its consistency with the 
Township Master Plan and the purposes of zoning set forth in the Municipal Land Use Law; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Planning Board considered the proposed ordinance and determined 
that it was inconsistent with the Township Master Plan because the Township Master Plan 
Reexamination Report adopted on January 27, 2012 contains the following recommendation: 

"Provide planning incentives in the form of enhanced design standards that will attract new 
industrial development requiring expansive ground floor area and high floor to ceiling 
distance, such as data processing centers, modular housing manufacturers and structural 
steel fabricators, and encourage expansion of existing facilities in the ROM Zone located 
within the Highlands Center area south of the Norfolk Southern Railroad where sewer 
service will be available as a result of the expansion of the Sewer Service Area." 

WHEREAS, because the Master Plan expressly identifies data processing centers as a desirable 
form of industrial development within the ROM Zone, the Planning Board appropriately concluded 
that Ordinance No. 26-06 is inconsistent with the Master Plan; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-62(a), the governing body may nevertheless adopt a 
zoning ordinance which, in whole or in part, is inconsistent with or not designed to effectuate the 
land use plan element or housing plan element of the Master Plan, provided that the ordinance is 
adopted by the affirmative vote of a majority of the full authorized membership of the governing 
body and the reasons for so acting are set forth in a resolution and recorded in its minutes; and 

WHEREAS, after consideration of the Planning Board's report, the Township Council finds that 
changed circumstances, evolving land use considerations, and the unique operational 
characteristics of modern data centers warrant a legislative determination that such uses are no 
longer appropriate within the Township and that the public interest is best served by prohibiting 
them. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-62(a), the 
Township Council hereby sets forth the following reasons for adopting Ordinance No. 26-06 
notwithstanding its inconsistency with the Township Master Plan: 

1. Advancement of the Purposes of Zoning 

The Township Council finds that Ordinance No. 26-06 advances several of the purposes of zoning 
established by N.J.S.A. 40:55D-2. 

A. Promotion of the Public Health, Safety, Morals and General Welfare (Purpose A) 

The Municipal Land Use Law encourages municipal action to guide the appropriate use and 
development of land in a manner that promotes the public health, safety, morals, and general 
welfare. The Township Council finds that modern data centers constitute an unusually intensive 
land use characterized by exceptionally high electrical demand, substantial utility infrastructure 
requirements, continuous operation, large-scale mechanical equipment, potential noise impacts, 
significant water consumption for cooling systems where applicable, and other operational 
characteristics that distinguish them from traditional industrial uses. Accordingly, prohibiting data 
centers advances the public health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the residents of 
Lopatcong Township. 

B. Protection from Fire, Flood, Panic and Other Natural and Man-Made Disasters (Purpose 
B) 



The Township Council further finds that the substantial demand data centers place upon electrical 
transmission systems and related public utility infrastructure may adversely affect the resiliency 
and reliability of municipal infrastructure necessary to support emergency response, public safety 
operations, and essential governmental services. The Council believes that preserving available 
utility capacity for emergency services promotes the safety and welfare of the community and 
furthers the objectives of N.J.S.A. 40:55D-2(b). 

C. Appropriate Provision of Space for Land Uses (Purpose G) 

The Municipal Land Use Law seeks to provide sufficient space in appropriate locations for a 
variety of land uses according to their respective environmental requirements. While industrial 
development remains an important component of the Township's economic base, the Council finds 
that the unique environmental and infrastructure demands associated with data centers make them 
unsuitable for locations within Lopatcong Township. The Council concludes that the Township 
cannot accommodate these uses without creating substantial impacts upon municipal 
infrastructure, environmental resources, and surrounding land uses. The prohibition of data centers 
therefore promotes appropriate land use planning consistent with the Township's available 
resources and development capacity. 

2. Furtherance of the Overall Goals and Objectives of the Master Plan 

Although the ordinance is inconsistent with one specific recommendation contained within the 
2012 Master Plan Reexamination Report encouraging data processing centers, the Township 
Council finds that the ordinance nevertheless advances several broader goals and objectives of the 
Master Plan. 

Goal 1 

The Master Plan seeks to develop land use densities and intensities compatible with the physical 
limitations of the land and the present and future capacity of public infrastructure. The Council 
finds that the extraordinary infrastructure requirements of modern data centers, particularly their 
electrical and utility demands, are not compatible with the Township's physical limitations or 
existing and anticipated infrastructure capacity. Accordingly, prohibiting data centers better 
advances this overall planning objective. 

Goal 4 

The Master Plan seeks to encourage the integrated development of the industrial district south of 
Route 57 to ensure adequate services and accessibility. The Council believes that data centers 
represent a highly specialized and isolated form of industrial development that does not contribute 
to the type of integrated employment, commercial activity, and complementary industrial growth 
envisioned for the ROM Zone. Rather than promoting integrated development, the Council finds 
that such facilities may inhibit a broader mix of industrial investment. 

Goal 6 

The Master Plan promotes design standards that encourage mixed-use development while 
minimizing adverse impacts and conflicts among neighboring land uses. The Council finds that 
the operational characteristics of data centers—including their intensive infrastructure 
requirements, utility demands, mechanical equipment, and long-term development patterns—
create the potential for conflicts with surrounding uses that outweigh any anticipated economic 
benefits. Their prohibition therefore advances this overarching planning objective. 

3. Changed Planning Circumstances 

The Township Council further finds that the recommendation contained in the 2012 Master Plan 
Reexamination Report was adopted at a time when modern hyperscale data centers and artificial 
intelligence computing facilities had not yet developed into the resource-intensive land uses 
commonly proposed today. Since that time, the operational characteristics, electrical demand, 
water consumption, infrastructure needs, and community impacts associated with contemporary 
data centers have evolved substantially. The Council therefore finds that the Master Plan 



recommendation no longer reflects current planning conditions or the Township's present land use 
objectives. 

4. Legislative Judgment 

The Township Council recognizes and respects the Planning Board's determination that Ordinance 
No. 26-06 is inconsistent with the Master Plan based upon the express language contained in the 
2012 Master Plan Reexamination Report. Nevertheless, after balancing the competing planning 
objectives, considering the current characteristics of data center development, evaluating the 
Township's infrastructure limitations, and determining the long-term interests of the community, 
the Township Council concludes that prohibiting data centers is a reasonable exercise of the 
Township's zoning authority and is in the best interests of the residents of Lopatcong Township. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Council hereby determines that these findings 
constitute the reasons required by N.J.S.A. 40:55D-62(a) for adopting Ordinance No. 26-06 
notwithstanding its inconsistency with the Township Master Plan, and directs that this Resolution 
be recorded in the official minutes of the meeting at which Ordinance No. 26-06 is adopted. 

CERTIFICATION  

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, July 1, 2026. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Motion to adopt this Resolution by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Mayor Wright.  Roll call 
vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 

 
Ordinance No. 26-06 – Second reading and public hearing Ordinance of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, Amending Chapter 243 of the Municipal 
Code to Prohibit Data Centers as a Principal, Conditional, or Accessory Use within the Research, 
Office, Manufacturing Zones.  Motion to hold a public hearing by Council President Palitto, 
seconded by Mayor Wright.  All in favor. 
 
Public Comments: 
 
Matt Sarnoski – 841 Uniontown Road – Spoke about data centers as an advocate for business 
opportunities that could be a tax resource and presents job opportunities. 
John Kecherson – 38 Jade Lane – Fully supports the ban on data centers. Asked about changing 
the master plan as well.  
Loretta Womelsdorf – 218 Beers St. – Negative towards data centers. Asked how long it will take 
to reexamine the master plan.   
Rosemary Paulis – Fairview Drive – Against the data center especially because of water usage, 
electricity and noise. 
Sarah Hare – Delaware Road – Hope Twp. – Thanked the Council for adopting the ordinance to 
prohibit data centers. 
 

Motion to close public hearing by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman McQuade.  All 
in favor. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-06 

 



               SECOND NOTICE OF AN ORDINANCE 

 

NOTICE is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, held on Wednesday, July 1, 2026 at the 
Municipal Building, 232 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, the following Ordinance 
was presented and passed on the final reading.  The Ordinance was then ordered to be published 
according to law by title only.   

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 243 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE TO PROHIBIT 
DATA CENTERS AS A PRINCIPAL, CONDITIONAL, OR ACCESSORY USE WITHIN THE 

ROM RESEARCH OFFICE MANUFACTURING ZONE  

 
 
Said Ordinance may be read and inspected at any time at the Office of the Municipal Clerk, 
Lopatcong Township Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey Monday 
through Friday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Motion to adopt this Ordinance on second reading by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by 
Councilman Marinelli.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance No. 26-07 – Second reading and public hearing of Bond Ordinance providing an 
Appropriation of $727,500 for Various Capital Improvements in and By the Township of 
Lopatcong, In the County of Warren, New Jersey and Authorizing Issuance of $691,125 Bonds 
or Notes of the Township for Financing Part of the Appropriation.   Motion to hold a public 
hearing by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Mayor Wright.  All in favor. No comments from 
the public.  Motion to close the public hearing by Council President Palitto, seconded by 
Councilman Marinelli.  All in favor. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-07 

 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION 
OF $727,500 FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS IN 
AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, IN THE 
COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $691,125 BONDS OR 
NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF 
THE APPROPRIATION. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
LOPATCONG, IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all 
members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1:  

The improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance (the “Improvement”) is 
hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, New 
Jersey (the “Township”) as a general improvement.  For the said Improvement there is hereby 



appropriated the amount of $727,500, such sum includes the sum of $36,375 as the down payment 
(the “Down Payment”) required by the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, constituting 
Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended and supplemented (the “Local 
Bond Law”).  The Down Payment is now available by virtue of provision in one or more previously 
adopted budgets for down payments or capital improvement purposes.   

SECTION 2:  

In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvement not covered by application of 
the Down Payment, negotiable bonds of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued in the 
principal amount of $691,125 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bonds”).  In 
anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds and to temporarily finance said Improvement or purposes, 
negotiable bond anticipation notes of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued in the 
principal amount not exceeding $691,125 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the 
“Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”). 

SECTION 3:  

(a) The Improvements authorized and the purposes for which obligations are to be 
issued are as follows: 

  



Improvements 
Appropriation and 

Estimated Cost 

Estimated 
Maximum Amount 
of Bonds or Notes 

Period of 
Useful Life 

1. Acquisition of various equipment 
for the Department of Public Works, 
including but not limited to acquisition 
of a truck with plow, small pick-up 
truck and tractor/mower, all as shown 
on and in accordance with the plans 
and specifications thereon on file in 
the office of the Clerk and hereby 
approved. 

$207,000 $196,650 5 Years 

2. Various improvements and 
acquisitions for the Fire Department, 
including but not limited to headsets, 
fire gear, toolbox, pagers, SCBA 
bottles, ID machine, firefighter bailout 
kits and improvements to various 
firehouses, all as shown on and in 
accordance with the plans and 
specifications thereon on file in the 
office of the Clerk and hereby 
approved. 

179,500 170,525 10.57 Years 

3. Acquisition of various 
equipment for the Police Department, 
including but not limited to mobile 
video recorders, all as shown on and in 
accordance with the plans and 
specifications thereon on file in the 
office of the Clerk and hereby 
approved. 

66,000 62,700 5 Years 

4. Improvements to various 
municipal properties, including but 
not limited to roof replacement for the 
Municipal Building and various 
improvements to the Emergency 
Medical Services Building, including 
all work and materials necessary 
therefor and incidental thereto, all as 
shown on and in accordance with the 
plans and specifications thereon on 
file in the office of the Clerk and 
hereby approved. 

275,000 261,250 15 Years 

TOTAL ALL PURPOSES $727,500 $691,125  
  



(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of 
financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $691,125. 

(c) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $727,500 which amount represents the 
initial appropriation made by the Township.   

SECTION 4:  

All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be 
determined by the municipal finance officer of the Township (the “Chief Financial Officer”); 
provided that no Note shall mature later than one year from its date.  The Notes shall bear interest 
at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  The 
Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection with Notes issued pursuant to 
this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive 
evidence as to all such determinations.  All Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to 
time subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond Law.  The Chief Financial Officer 
is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at public or private sale and 
to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus 
accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is 
directed to report in writing to the Township Council of the Township at the meeting next 
succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made.  
Such report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule 
of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 

SECTION 5:  

The capital budget of the Township is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of 
this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated 
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program 
as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community 
Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the Township Clerk and is available for public 
inspection. 

SECTION 6:  

The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 

(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a current 
expense, and is a capital improvement or property that the Township may lawfully make or acquire 
as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on 
property specially benefited thereby. 

(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the Local 
Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for such 
purpose, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the Bonds authorized 
by this Bond Ordinance, is 10.15 years. 

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly 
prepared and filed in the office of the Township Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof 
has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department 
of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the 
Township, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is increased by the authorization of the Bonds and 
Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance by $691,125 and the obligations authorized herein will be 
within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $150,000 for items of expense listed in and 
permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the 
Improvements, as indicated herein. 

SECTION 7:  

Any funds or grant monies received for the purpose described in Section 3 of this 
Ordinance shall be used for financing said Improvement by application thereof either to direct 
payment of the cost of said Improvement or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of the 



obligations of the Township authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance.  Any such funds received 
may, and all such funds so received which are not required for direct payment of the cost of said 
Improvement shall, be held and applied by the Township as funds applicable only to the payment 
of obligations of the Township authorized by this Bond Ordinance. 

SECTION 8:  

The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of 
the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance.  The obligations 
shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Township, and the Township shall be obligated to levy 
ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Township for the payment of the 
obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

SECTION 9: 

 

The Chief Financial Officer of the Township is hereby authorized to prepare and to update 
from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in connection with 
the sale of obligations of the Township and to execute such disclosure document on behalf of the 
Township.  The Chief Financial Officer is further authorized to enter into the appropriate 
undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Township pursuant to Rule 
15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Rule”) for the benefit of holders and 
beneficial owners of obligations of the Township and to amend such undertaking from time to time 
in connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is and 
continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the 
requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Township fails to comply with its undertaking, the 
Township shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific 
performance of the undertaking. 

SECTION 10:  

This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation 
Section 1.150-2.  The Township reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the 
Improvement prior to the date that Township incurs debt obligations under this Bond Ordinance.  
The Township reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be 
incurred by the Township under this Bond Ordinance.  The maximum principal amount of debt 
expected to be issued for payment of the cost of the Improvement is $691,125. 

SECTION 11:  

This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final 
adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 

  



         TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 

WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

BOND ORDINANCE STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES 

 

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally 
adopted by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, State of New Jersey on July 1, 
2026 and the 20-day period of limitation within which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the 
validity of such ordinance can be commenced, as provided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to 
run from the date of the first publication of this statement.  Copies of the full ordinance are 
available at no cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for members of the 
general public who request the same.  The summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows: 

Title: Bond Ordinance Providing An Appropriation Of $727,500 For Various Capital 
Improvements In And By The Township Of Lopatcong, In The County Of Warren, New 
Jersey And Authorizing The Issuance Of $691,125 Bonds Or Notes Of The Township For 
Financing Part Of The Appropriation 

Purpose(s): Acquisition of various equipment for the Department of Public Works, including but 
not limited to acquisition of a truck with plow, small pick-up truck and tractor/mower; 
Various improvements and acquisitions for the Fire Department, including but not limited 
to headsets, fire gear, toolbox, pagers, SCBA bottles, ID machine, firefighter bailout kits 
and improvements to various firehouses; Acquisition of various equipment for the Police 
Department, including but not limited to mobile video recorders; and Improvements to 
various municipal properties, including but not limited to roof replacement for the 
Municipal Building and various improvements to the Emergency Medical Services 
Building. 

Appropriation:  $727,500 

Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $691,125  

Grants (if any) Appropriated:  N/A. 

Section 20 Costs:  $150,000 

Useful Life: 10.15 Years 

Initial Publication Date on Website: July 2, 2026 

 

 

        M. Beth Dilts, Clerk 

 

Ordinance No. 26-08 – Second reading and public hearing of Bond Ordinance providing an 
Appropriation of $650,000 for Various Road Improvements in and By the Township of 
Lopatcong. In the County of Warren, New Jersey and Authorizing the Issuance of $495,610 
Bonds or Notes of the Township for Financing Part of the Appropriation.  Motion to hold a 
public hearing by Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman Belcaro.  All in favor. 
No comments from the public. Motion to close the public hearing by Councilman Belcaro, 
seconded by Councilman McQuade.  All in favor. 



ORDINANCE NO. 26-08 

 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION 
OF $650,000 FOR VARIOUS ROAD IMPROVEMENTS IN 
AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, IN THE 
COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $495,610 BONDS OR 
NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF 
THE APPROPRIATION. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
LOPATCONG, IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all 
members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 12:  

The improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance (the “Improvement”) is 
hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, New 
Jersey (the “Township”) as a general improvement.  For the said Improvement there is hereby 
appropriated the amount of $650,000, such sum includes the sum of (a) $127,890 expected to be 
received as a grant from the New Jersey Department of Transportation (the “Grant”) in connection 
with the improvement described in Section 3(a)(1); and (b) $26,500 as the down payment (the 
“Down Payment”) required by the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, constituting 
Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended and supplemented (the “Local 
Bond Law”).  The Down Payment is now available by virtue of provision in one or more previously 
adopted budgets for down payments or capital improvement purposes.   

SECTION 13:  

In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvement not covered by application of 
the Down Payment and the Grant, negotiable bonds of the Township are hereby authorized to be 
issued in the principal amount of $495,610 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the 
“Bonds”).  In anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds and to temporarily finance said 
Improvement or purposes, negotiable bond anticipation notes of the Township are hereby 
authorized to be issued in the principal amount not exceeding $495,610 pursuant to the provisions 
of the Local Bond Law (the “Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”). 

SECTION 14:  

(a) The Improvements authorized and the purposes for which obligations are to be 
issued are as follows: 

  



Improvements 
Appropriation and 

Estimated Cost 

Estimated 
Maximum Amount 
of Bonds or Notes 

Period of 
Useful Life 

1. Improvement of Strykers Road, 
Phase I, from Belview Road to 
James Avenue, and other roads to 
the extent funds available, including 
milling, resurfacing, striping, 
drainage, guiderail and restoration, 
including all work and materials 
necessary therefor and incidental 
thereto, all as shown on and in 
accordance with the plans and 
specifications thereon on file in the 
office of the Clerk and hereby 
approved. 

350,000 210,610 20 Years 

2. Improvement of Reservoir Lane, 
and other roads to the extent funds 
available, including milling, 
resurfacing, striping, drainage, 
guiderail and restoration, including 
all work and materials necessary 
therefor and incidental thereto, all 
as shown on and in accordance with 
the plans and specifications 
thereon on file in the office of the 
Clerk and hereby approved. 

300,000 285,000 20 Years 

TOTAL ALL PURPOSES $650,000 $495,610  

 

(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of 
financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $495,610. 

(c) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $650,000 which amount represents the 
initial appropriation made by the Township.   

SECTION 15:  

All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be 
determined by the municipal finance officer of the Township (the “Chief Financial Officer”); 
provided that no Note shall mature later than one year from its date.  The Notes shall bear interest 
at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  The 
Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection with Notes issued pursuant to 
this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive 
evidence as to all such determinations.  All Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to 
time subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond Law.  The Chief Financial Officer 
is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at public or private sale and 
to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus 
accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is 
directed to report in writing to the Township Council of the Township at the meeting next 
succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made.  
Such report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule 
of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 



SECTION 16:  

The capital budget of the Township is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of 
this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated 
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program 
as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community 
Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the Township Clerk and is available for public 
inspection. 

SECTION 17:  

The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 

(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a current 
expense, and is a capital improvement or property that the Township may lawfully make or acquire 
as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on 
property specially benefited thereby. 

(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the Local 
Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for such 
purpose, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the Bonds authorized 
by this Bond Ordinance, is 20 years. 

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly 
prepared and filed in the office of the Township Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof 
has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department 
of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the 
Township, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is increased by the authorization of the Bonds and 
Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance by $495,610 and the obligations authorized herein will be 
within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $200,000 for items of expense listed in and 
permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the 
Improvements, as indicated herein. 

SECTION 18:  

Any funds or grant monies received for the purpose described in Section 3 of this 
Ordinance shall be used for financing said Improvement by application thereof either to direct 
payment of the cost of said Improvement or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of the 
obligations of the Township authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance.  Any such funds received 
may, and all such funds so received which are not required for direct payment of the cost of said 
Improvement shall, be held and applied by the Township as funds applicable only to the payment 
of obligations of the Township authorized by this Bond Ordinance. 

SECTION 19:  

The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of 
the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance.  The obligations 
shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Township, and the Township shall be obligated to levy 
ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Township for the payment of the 
obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

SECTION 9: 

 

The Chief Financial Officer of the Township is hereby authorized to prepare and to update 
from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in connection with 
the sale of obligations of the Township and to execute such disclosure document on behalf of the 
Township.  The Chief Financial Officer is further authorized to enter into the appropriate 
undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Township pursuant to Rule 
15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Rule”) for the benefit of holders and 
beneficial owners of obligations of the Township and to amend such undertaking from time to time 



in connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is and 
continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the 
requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Township fails to comply with its undertaking, the 
Township shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific 
performance of the undertaking. 

SECTION 20:  

This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation 
Section 1.150-2.  The Township reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the 
Improvement prior to the date that Township incurs debt obligations under this Bond Ordinance.  
The Township reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be 
incurred by the Township under this Bond Ordinance.  The maximum principal amount of debt 
expected to be issued for payment of the cost of the Improvement is $495,610. 

SECTION 21:  

This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final 
adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 

 

TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 

WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

BOND ORDINANCE STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES 

 

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally 
adopted by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, State of New Jersey on July 1, 
2026 and the 20-day period of limitation within which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the 
validity of such ordinance can be commenced, as provided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to 
run from the date of the first publication of this statement.  Copies of the full ordinance are 
available at no cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for members of the 
general public who request the same.  The summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows: 

Title: Bond Ordinance Providing An Appropriation Of $650,000 For Various Capital 
Improvements In And By The Township Of Lopatcong, In The County Of Warren, New 
Jersey And Authorizing The Issuance Of $495,610 Bonds Or Notes Of The Township For 
Financing Part Of The Appropriation 

Purpose(s): Improvement of Strykers Road, Phase I, from Belview Road to James Avenue; and 
Improvement of Reservoir Lane, and other roads to the extent funds available, including 
milling, resurfacing, striping, drainage, guiderail and restoration, including all work and 
materials necessary therefor and incidental thereto, all as shown on and in accordance with 
the plans and specifications thereon on file in the office of the Clerk and hereby approved. 

Appropriation:  $650,000 

Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $495,610  

Grants (if any) Appropriated: $127,890 expected to be received as a grant from the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. 

Section 20 Costs:  $200,000 

Useful Life:  20 Years 



Initial Publication Date on Website: July 2, 2026 

 

        M. Beth Dilts, Clerk 

Motion to adopt this Ordinance on second reading by Councilman McQuade, seconded by 
Council President Palitto.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 

New Business: 

 
Ordinance No. 26-09 – First reading to Adopt the Redevelopment Plan for the Property referred 
to as the Lopatcong Park Redevelopment Area, commonly known as Block 2, Lots 30.07, 30.08 
and 30.09 on the Tax Map of the Township of Lopatcong.   
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-09 
 

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY ADOPTING THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE PROPERTY 
REFERRED TO AS THE LOPATCONG PARK REDEVELOPMENT AREA, 
COMMONLY KNOWN AS BLOCK 2, LOTS 30.07, 30.08, AND 30.09 ON THE TAX MAP 
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 

 

WHEREAS, in 2010 the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong ("Township") 
previously designated the property commonly known as Block 2, Lots 30.07, 30.08 and 30.09 as 
an area in need of redevelopment pursuant to the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 
40A:12A-1 et seq. ("LRHL"); and 

WHEREAS, the Municipality has prepared a redevelopment plan entitled Lopatcong Park 
Redevelopment Plan (the "Redevelopment Plan"), which sets forth the planning, land use, 
development, design, and redevelopment standards applicable to the Redevelopment Area; and 

WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that it is in the best interests of the Municipality 
to consider adoption of the proposed "[Name of Redevelopment Plan]" (the "Redevelopment 
Plan") for the Redevelopment Area; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7(e), prior to final adoption of the Redevelopment 
Plan, the governing body must refer the proposed Redevelopment Plan to the Planning Board for 
review and recommendation concerning its consistency with the Municipality's Master Plan. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren State of New Jersey, as follows: 

SECTION 1. INCORPORATION OF RECITALS. 

The foregoing recitals are hereby incorporated as though fully set forth herein. 

SECTION 2. ADOPTION OF REDEVELOPMENT PLAN. 

The document entitled “Lopatcong Park Redevelopment Plan prepared by Collier Engineering, 
and attached hereto as Exhibit A, is hereby adopted as the official Redevelopment Plan for the 
Redevelopment Area. 

SECTION 3. REDEVELOPMENT AREA. 



The Redevelopment Plan shall apply to the properties identified within the Redevelopment Area 
as described in the Redevelopment Plan and generally consisting of: 

Lot 2 Block 30.07, 30.08, and 30.09 

SECTION 4. ZONING. 

The Redevelopment Plan shall supersede applicable provisions of the Municipality's Land 
Development Ordinance and Zoning Ordinance solely with respect to the Redevelopment Area. 
To the extent any provision of the Redevelopment Plan conflicts with any provision of the 
Municipality's Land Development Ordinance, Zoning Ordinance, or other development regulation, 
the Redevelopment Plan shall control within the Redevelopment Area. 

Any provisions of the Municipality's development regulations not specifically superseded by the 
Redevelopment Plan shall remain applicable. 

SECTION 5. IMPLEMENTATION. 

The Municipality, its officers, professionals, employees, agencies, boards, and departments are 
hereby authorized and directed to take all actions necessary to implement the Redevelopment Plan 
in accordance with the LRHL. 

SECTION 6. REPEALER. 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the 
extent of such inconsistency. 

SECTION 7. SEVERABILITY. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or provision of this Ordinance shall be 
adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair, 
or invalidate the remainder of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon final adoption and publication according to law. 

ATTEST: 

NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced to pass on first reading at a 
regular meeting of the Council of the Township of Lopatcong held on July 1, 2026 and ordered 
published in accordance with the law.  Said Ordinance will be considered for final reading and 
adoption at a regular meeting of the Township Council to be held on August 5, 2026 at 7:30 pm or 
as soon thereafter as the Township Council may hear this Ordinance in the Municipal Building, 
232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, at which time all persons interested may appear for 
or against the passage of said Ordinance.  

 

         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Motion to adopt this Ordinance on first reading by Mayor Wright, seconded by Council President 
Palitto.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
 

 



Consent Agenda Business: 
 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda by Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman 
Marinelli. Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 

R 26-117 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING CONSENT AGENDA FOR COUNCIL’S 

CONSIDERATION 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby approve and authorize a Consent Agenda to move routine items of 
business requiring no discussion; and 
 
WHEREAS, there are listed on the Consent Agenda. 
 

1. Resolution to Authorize Civil Service Promotion for Michelle Fornaciari to Assistant 
Municipal Tax Collector.  

2. Resolution authorizing the Cancellation of Grants Receivable and Grant Appropriated 
Reserves for Safe & Secure Grant in the amount of $443.89. 

3. Resolution authorizing the Cancellation of Grants Receivable and Grant Appropriated 
Reserves for ARPA Firefighter Grant in the amount of $2,945.00 

4. Resolution authorizing annual salary increase for eligible employees. 
5. Resolution to authorize Fireworks Contract with Garden State Fireworks in the amount of 

$11,000.00. 
6. Resolution to authorize credit to Block 65, Lot 5.01as requested by the Sewer Appeal 

Panel in the amount of $10,626.00. 
7. Resolution to appoint Charles Carro as Judge for Lopatcong Municipal Court. 
8. Authorize Final Payment for work complete on Stonehenge Drive Improvement Project 

to Top Line Construction Corp., in the amount of $160,893.65. 
9. Resolution authorizing Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 25-00006 on Block 99, 

Lot 1 in the amount of $22,727.27. 
10. Resolution to submit a Grant Application for Project No. MA-2027 Lopatcong Township-

00350 to the NJDOT.  
11. Resolution to approve Casella Waste Management for Fall Cleanup scheduled for 

October 3, 2026. 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, July 1, 2026. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

 
Resolution No. 26-110 - Authorize Civil Service Promotion for Michelle Fornaciari to Assistant 
Municipal Tax Collector.  

R 26-110 



RESOLUTION OF THETOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE PROMOTION OF MICHELLE FORNACIARI, 

SENIOR ACCOUNT CLERK TO ASSISTANT MUNICIPAL TAX COLLECTOR 
PROVISIONALLY PENDING CIVIL SERVICE PROCEDURES 

WHEREAS, Michelle Fornaciari was hired as Account Clerk in the Tax Collector’s Office 
March 6, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, Michelle Fornaciari was promoted to Senior Account Clerk November 3, 2024 after 
successful completion of the exam for the Tax Collector’s License; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to promote Michelle Fornaciari to Assistant Municipal 
Tax Collector, a more appropriate title for her position in the Tax/Sewer Collector’s Office. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the promotion of 
Michelle Fornaciari to the title of Assistant Municipal Tax Collector provisionally pending Civil 
Service Procedures.  

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, July 1, 2026. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 26-111 – Authorize the Cancellation of Grants Receivable and Grant 
Appropriated Reserves for Safe & Secure Grant in the amount of $443.89. 

R 26-111 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF GRANTS 

RECEIVABLE AND GRANT APPROPRIATED RESERVES 

WHEREAS, there exists various Grants Receivables and Grant Appropriated Reserves on the 
balance sheet of the Grant Fund; and 

WHEREAS, the funds creating these receivables and reserves have been investigated and it has 
been determined that these receivables and reserves should be cancelled. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Township of Lopatcong, that the 
following Grants Receivable and Grant Appropriated Reserves are hereby cancelled: 

Grants Receivable: 

   Safe & Secure Grant – 2025 - $443.89 

Grants Appropriated Reserves: 

   Safe & Secure Grant – 2025 - $443.89 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, July 1, 2026. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 



Resolution No. 26-112 - Authorize the Cancellation of Grants Receivable and Grant Appropriated 
Reserves for ARPA Firefighter Grant in the amount of $2,945.00. 

R 26-112 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF GRANTS 

RECEIVABLE AND GRANT APPROPRIATED RESERVES 

 WHEREAS,  there  exists  various  Grants  Receivables  and  Grant  
Appropriated Reserves on the balance sheet of the Grant Fund: and 

WHEREAS, the funds creating these receivables and reserves have been 
investigated and it has been determined that these receivables and reserves should be 
cancelled; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, that the following Grants Receivable and Grant Appropriated Reserves are 
hereby cancelled: 

Grants Receivable: 

  
                                                                                                                     

ARPA Firefighter Grant                               $ 1,786.34                                                  
  
                                                                                                                                
Grant Appropriated Reserves: 

                            ARPA Firefighter Grant                                 $ 1,786.34 
                               Cash Match                                                    $ 2,945.00                                                  
                      
                                                            CERTIFICATION 
                                                                                   
I, Margaret Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, 
State of New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a 
Resolution adopted by the Council at a meeting held July 1, 2026. 

                            

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 26-113 - Authorize annual salary increase for eligible employees. 
 

R 26-113 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ESTABLISH PAY RATES FOR MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES 

FOR THE YEAR 2026 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey shall set a two percent 2% raise (effective January 1, 2026) for the job titles as 
listed below. Titles marked with an * did not receive a two percent raise. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following pay rates will be used during 2026 
to compensate municipal employees: 
 
*  MAYOR $12,000.00 



*  COUNCILPERSON $ 6,000.00 
 TOWNSHIP CLERK  $162,790.48 
 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT (Keyboarding Clerk 2) $67,060.00 
 TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR  $16,885.95 
 ELECTION BOARD CLERK  $1,706.58 
 QUALIFIED PURCHASING AGENT $15,918.12 
 PLANNING BOARD SECRETARY $13,065.67 
 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT SECRETARY  $6,494.60 
 RENT LEVELING BOARD SECRETARY $3,183.62 
 CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER  $155,548.83 
 PURCHASING AGENT $90,514.80 
 TAX ASSESSOR  $59,533.17 
 TAX/SEWER COLLECTOR  $127,344.96 
 SENIOR ACCOUNT CLERK $78,000.00 
SEWER APPEALS SECRETARY  $2,122.42 
DEPUTY REGISTRAR OF VITAL STATISTICS $2,601.00 
 SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS  $99,157.29 
DEPUTY SUPERVISOR PUBLIC WORKS  $82,774.22 
DEPUTY REGISTER-SUB $1,200.00 
COMPUTER/WEBSITE CO-ORDINATOR $8,489.66 
*BUILDING SUB-CODE OFFICIAL $12,000.00 
COAH ADMINISTRATOR $ 5,035.54 
DEPUTY CLERK $72,000.00 
DEPUTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICIAL  $1,352.52 
*KEYBOARDING CLERK 1 $25.00/hour 
 CLEAN COMMUNITIES’ COORDINATOR $2,164.87 
 ANIMAL CONTROL REGISTRAR $3,395.87 
* CUSTODIAN MUNICIPAL BUILDING  $23.46/hour 
 RECORDS TECHNICIAN $56,244.02 
 POLICE MATRON $27.06/hour 
SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS  $20.00/hour 
CLASS III POLICE OFFICER  $35.00/hour 
* LABORER $50,719.50 
 LABORER-PT $26.53/hour 
* SENIOR PUBLIC WORKS REPAIRER  $72,752.05 
  FIRE OFFICIAL $50.00/hour 
* LABORER  $55,791.45 
* LABORER  $55,791.45 
*PARK SEASONAL MAINTENANCE $18.73/hour 
*LEAD PAINT INSPECTOR $43.40/hour 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANT TO CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL $68,000.00 
 CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL $65.00/hour 

ZONING OFFICIAL  $50.00/hour 
*KEYBOARDING CLERK 1-CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT $65,000.00 
* FIRE SUB-CODE OFFICIAL INSPECTOR  $8,000.00 
 FIRE PREVENTION  $50.00/hour 
* PLUMBING SUB-CODE OFFICIAL  $16,000.00 
 ELECTRICAL SUB-CODE OFFICIAL  $50.00/hour 
SHADE TREE SECRETARY $3,714.23 

 
 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren 
and State of New Jersey, approve a two percent increase for employees as listed above. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, July 1, 2026. 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution to authorize Fireworks Contract with Garden State Fireworks in the amount of 
$11,000.00. 



R 26-114 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AUTHORIZE AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR FIREWORKS 
DISPLAY FOR COMMUNITY DAY TO GARDEN STATE FIREWORKS, INC., IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $11,000 

 

WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey wish to award 
a contract for Fireworks for the annual Community Day Celebration on August 29, 2026; and 

WHEREAS, the Township shall contract with Garden State Fireworks Pyrotechnic Operators 
located at P.O. Box 403, Carlton Road, Millington, NJ 07946 to discharge the fireworks display 
based upon their experience and prior services to the Township; and 

WHEREAS, the award shall be in the amount of $11,000.00 which availability of funds have been 
certified by the Chief Financial Officer; and 

WHEREAS, this Professional Service Agreement is awarded without competitive bidding in 
accordance with NJSA 40A:11-5 (1) (a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because said services 
to be rendered or performed require knowledge of an advanced type in a field of learning by a 
course of specialized instruction distinguished from general academic instruction. This award is 
under the bid threshold of $53,000.00. 

WHEREAS, the Resolution and Contract are on file for public inspection in the Office of the Clerk. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey that a contract award to Garden State 
Fireworks Pyrotechnic Operators in the amount of $11,000 is hereby authorized for the fireworks 
display on Community Day August 29, 2026.  A rain date of September 12th has been scheduled if 
needed. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, July 1, 2026. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 26-115 - Authorize credit to Block 65, Lot 5.01as requested by the Sewer Appeal 
Panel in the amount of $10,626.00. 

R 26-115 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING A SEWER CREDIT ON BLOCK 65, LOT 5.01, IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $10,626.00. 

WHEREAS, resident of 413 South Second Street, Block 65, Lot 5.01 called and spoke with the 
Tax/Sewer Collector regarding a water main break.  Resident requested to appeal the sewer 
utility bill.  The resident reached out to Aqua Water Company for a credit; and 

WHEREAS, the resident provided their paperwork from Hardline Plumbing Services and the 
repair bill. The Sewer Appeal Panel had reviewed all documentation presented and agreed that 
the excess water usage did not enter the sewer system; and 



WHEREAS, the Sewer Appeal Panel agrees that the sewer bill for the resident’s 1st and 2nd 
quarter sewer bill should be credited $10,626.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Sewer Appeal Panel adopted Resolution 26-07 granting the credit of 
$10,626.00. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the refund by 
Resolution of the Sewer Appeal Panel granted on June 10, 2026. 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk, of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey does hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, July 1, 2026. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 

Resolution No. 26-116 – Appoint the Honorable Charles Carro as Judge for 
Lopatcong/Pohatcong Municipal Court. 

R 26-116 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPOINTING THE HONORABLE CHARLES CARRO AS  

MUNICIPAL JUDGE FOR LOPATCONG/POHATCONG SHARED COURT FOR THE TERM 
JULY 1, 2026 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2027  

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey appoint the Honorable Charles Carro as Municipal Judge of the 
Lopatcong/Pohatcong Shared Court; and 
 
WHEREAS, Honorable Charles Carro will fulfill the term beginning July 1, 2026 through 
December 31, 2027. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey that the Honorable Charles Carro will fulfill 
the term July 1, 2026 through December 31, 2027 as Municipal Judge for the Township of 
Lopatcong and Township of Pohatcong’s Shared Court through December 31, 2024. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, July 1, 2026. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 

Stonehenge Drive Improvement Project - Authorize Final Payment for work complete on 
Stonehenge Drive Improvement Project to Top Line Construction Corp., in the amount of 
$160,893.65. 



Resolution No. 26-118 - Authorize Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 25-00006 on Block 
99, Lot 1 in the amount of $22,727.27. 

R 26-118 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY UTHORIZING REDEMTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE NO. 

25-00006 ON BLOCK 99, LOT 1 

WHEREAS, at the Lopatcong Township Municipal Tax Sale held on December 9, 2025, a lien was 
sold on Block 99, Lot 1 also known as 198 Strykers Road for delinquent taxes; and 

WHEREAS, this lien known as Tax Sale Certificate No. 25-00006 was sold to Tax Lien Fund LP; 
and 

WHEREAS, on June 3, 2026 the property owner has satisfied Certificate No. 25-0006 in the 
amount of $22,727.27. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 1st day of July 2026, that the Chief Financial 
Officer is authorized to issue a check in the amount of $22,727.27 for the redemption of Tax Sale 
Certificate No. 25-00006 to: 

Tax Lien Fund LP 
P.O. Box 132 

San Francisco, CA 94104 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, July 1, 2026. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

 
Resolution No. 26-119 – Authorize submission of a Grant Application for Project No. MA-2027 
Lopatcong Township-00350 to the NJDOT.  

R 26-119 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPROVE SUBMISSION OF GRANT APPLICATION AND 
EXECUTE A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NJDOT FOR MA-2027-LOPATCONG 

TOWNSHIP-00350 PROJECT 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Township of Lopatcong County 
of Warren, State of New Jersey formally approved the grant application or the above state project; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council and Clerk are hereby authorized to 
submit an electronic grant application identified as MA-2027-Lopatcong Township-00350 to the 
New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Township of Lopatcong. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council and Clerk are hereby authorized to 
sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Township of Lopatcong and that their signature 
constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the 
execution of the grant agreement. 



CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, July 1, 2026. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 25-120 - Approve Casella Waste Management for Fall Cleanup scheduled for 
October 3, 2026. 

R 25-120 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ACCEPT QUOTE FROM CASELLA WASTE SERVICES FOR 

THE TOWNSHIP ANNUAL FALL-CLEANUP  
 

WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of Lopatcong County of Warren and State of 
New Jersey holds a fall-cleanup annually; and 
 
WHEREAS, quotes were received from Sanico and Casella Waste Services; and 
 
WHEREAS, Casella Waste Services has submitted the best quote for cleanup services: 
 
Trash Containers - $235 per haul, $85 per ton disposal 
Scrap Metal Containers - $345 per haul 
Scrap revenue goes back to Lopatcong Township 
Electronic Containers 
$2,065.00 per container 
Packers - $675 per, $85per ton disposal 
 
WHEREAS, said services are exempt from public bid under the Local Public Contract Laws 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11, et. Seq., as being below the bid threshold; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township has accepted the quotation for services to be paid for through Clean 
Communities Grant, Recycling Grant and the 2026 Operating Budget. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Lopatcong 
that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to proceed with services to be provided by Casella 
Waste Services for the annual fall cleanup. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, July 1, 2026. 
 
 
         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 

Council Reports: 
 
Councilman McQuade – No report 
 



Councilman Belcaro – Commented in regard to misinformation and disinformation.  He echoed 
what the mayor said on a number of occasions and that is, if you want to know the facts, the 
truth, contact the municipal building and speak to the Clerk or one of us.  Be aware of what you 
hear, what you see, what you are being told via media, heresy, for fear mongers, whatever 
because what happened at the last meeting and I understand all of you showed up because of 
what you heard and as you come to know we were not approving a data center and that’s the 
truth, okay, you may have heard we are approving it and permits were already granted and we 
had a client. That’s disinformation and disinformation is a lie, is intentional to manipulate, to 
deceive.  Misinformation is a person believes the facts that they have but the facts are incorrect.  
So, there’s a difference between the two.  I don’t know which is which or who’s doing it or why 
they’re doing it, so the fact of the matter is please don’t just hear what the people tell you.  Seek 
us out here if you want to know the truth and the facts.  If we can legally answer you, we’ll do 
that and we will give you the best answer to what we know and if we don’t have an answer, we’ll 
get you one.  We have emails, we have phone numbers, okay and that’s my comment thank you.   
 
Councilman Marinelli – No report 
 
Council President Palitto – Community Day is August 29th, rain date is September 12th.  Looking 
to schedule the townwide yard sale for September 19th.  Recently received an email from the 
Rosehill section complaining about traffic being over the speed limit and request stop signs and 
will look into this. 
 
Mayor Wright – Mentioned that a retirement was celebrated for Eileen Apple who had 26 years 
with the township.  She was a great asset and are sad to see her go but wish her the best 
retirement. 
 
Engineer’s Report – Reported further efforts on the Fox Farm Road Storm Damage Repair 
Project, Sally Port Project will be completed in August once the materials arrive for the brick 
face, NJDOT Sidewalk Project is closing out with reimbursement of funds, Strykers Road Phase 
I Improvement Project is scheduled for the fall, application for Puddingstone Way and Brier 
Place Improvements Project was filed yesterday and Design and Repair requirements are 
advancing this month for Reservoir Road. 
 
Police Report – No report 
 
DPW Report – Brian Weeks updated the Council on what took place over the last. 
 
Fire Chief’s Report - Fire Chief Marinelli reported that 22 calls for service were responded to 
bring the 2026 total 128 calls.  Tomorrow at 5:30 pm at the park square in Delaware Park a 
community wet down will be hosted by the fire company for the kids to run under water and give 
out popsicles for them to cool down. 
 
EMS Report – No report 
 
Shade Tree Report – No report 
 
Board of Education Report – Pam Thomas reported the 8th grade student promotion celebrated 
on June 11th – 96 students are moving onto Phillipsburg High School.   Lopatcong School grad 
Alena Joseph was valedictorian for the Philipsburg High School Class of 2026 with a GPA o 4.72 
and attending Harvard University. Congratulations also to Lopatcong School grad Francesca 
DiMacelo chosen as Salatorian. Outgoing 8th grad student desus jaroniff one of 250 students 
nationwide who were recognized in America’s Field Trip Essay Contract.  His essay reflected on 
the meaning of America and his own journey of overcoming adversity which earned him a 
second prize cash award.  Mrs. Weidlich a teacher in Lopatcong who is involved in the Picatinny 



Arsenal was involved in a yearlong program which won the Lopatcong School District access to 
Fushion 360 which works with the school’s software at no expense.  Repair work is going on at 
the school.  The extended school year program is beginning Monday, July 6th for 30/45 students.  
 
LAA Report – No report. 
 
Approve Dept. Reports – Motion by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Council President 
Palitto.  All in favor. 
 
Payment of Bills – Motion to pay bills by Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman 
Marinelli. Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
 
Public Comment – 3-minutes 
 
Warren County Commissioner Lori Ciesla – Spoke of events going on and to visit- 
www.explorewarren.org.  There is a Veteran’s ceremony on 11:00 am on 7/11 at the Belvidere 
memorial, during the Warren County Fair beginning July 26th, there will be a fireworks display 
or a rain date of Monday, Shippen Manor will hold seminars of life during the Revolutionary 
War, and on 911 there will a ceremony on the Tech School grounds.  The County tax rate was 
kept flat but raised the Open Space rate for preserving properties and purchasing open space. 
 
Matt Sarnoski – Request information on fire bans. 
 
Pam Thomas – 6 Wordsworth Lane – Local Scout Troops 56 and 54 did a flag retirement 
ceremony on Sunday, June 14. 
 
John Kecherson – 38 Jade Lane – Wanted to talk about his recollection of information going 
back years regarding the warehouse development at the Phillipsburg Mall and the property 
behind it and those meetings held in Pohatcong and at the Highland’s.   
 
Mary Altomji – Honeybrook Circle – She noted that a lot of what Council talks about is over her 
head.  Noted the comments that John Kecherson and her opinion regarding it and noted honesty 
is what the people want.   
   
Bob Bruce – Harwich Road – Noted his opinion on the warehouse discussions over the last 4 
years but he wanted to know about the fence that is at the solar farm on Strykers Road and if 
there were permits taken out for this work.   
 
Brian Weeks – Wished Eileen Apple best of luck in her retirement. 
 
Loretta Womelsdorf – 218 Beers Street – Again spoke about the data centers, the ordinances 04 
and 06 and confused about why this is misinformation/disinformation.  
 

Adjournment – Motion by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman McQuade.  All in 
favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Margaret B. Dilts      William D. Wright 
Clerk/Administrator      Mayor 
 

http://www.explorewarren.org/


 

 

 


	1. Advancement of the Purposes of Zoning
	2. Furtherance of the Overall Goals and Objectives of the Master Plan
	3. Changed Planning Circumstances
	4. Legislative Judgment
	SECTION 1:
	SECTION 2:
	SECTION 3:
	(a) The Improvements authorized and the purposes for which obligations are to be issued are as follows:
	(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $691,125.
	(c) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $727,500 which amount represents the initial appropriation made by the Township.

	SECTION 4:
	SECTION 5:
	SECTION 6:
	(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a current expense, and is a capital improvement or property that the Township may lawfully make or acquire as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or sh...
	(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the Local Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for such purpose, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the ...
	(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly prepared and filed in the office of the Township Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local Governmen...
	(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $150,000 for items of expense listed in and permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the Improvements, as indicated herein.

	SECTION 7:
	SECTION 8:
	SECTION 10:
	SECTION 11:
	SECTION 12:
	SECTION 13:
	SECTION 14:
	(a) The Improvements authorized and the purposes for which obligations are to be issued are as follows:
	(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $495,610.
	(c) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $650,000 which amount represents the initial appropriation made by the Township.

	SECTION 15:
	SECTION 16:
	SECTION 17:
	(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a current expense, and is a capital improvement or property that the Township may lawfully make or acquire as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or sh...
	(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the Local Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for such purpose, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the ...
	(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly prepared and filed in the office of the Township Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local Governmen...
	(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $200,000 for items of expense listed in and permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the Improvements, as indicated herein.

	SECTION 18:
	SECTION 19:
	SECTION 20:
	SECTION 21:

