
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

6:30 pm Executive Session/7:30 pm Regular Session 
 

June 3, 2026 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Lopatcong Township Council was called to order by Mayor Wright.  
The meeting was held in the Municipal Building located at 232 S. Third St., Phillipsburg, New 
Jersey. 
 
A Prayer was offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Wright stated “Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time and 
place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 72 of the Public Laws of 2025 by advertising a 
Notice on Township Website – www.lopatcongtwp.com, by posting a copy on the bulletin board 
in the Municipal Building and is accessible by direct hyperlink placed on the New Jersey 
Secretary of State’s portal - https://www.nj.gov/state/statewide-legal-notices-list.shtml”. 
 
Present: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright.  Also, present were Attorney Baldwin and Engineer Wisniewski.  
Motion to resume Regular Session by Council President Palitto, seconded by Mayor Wright.  All 
in favor. 
 
Attorney Baldwin summarized Executive Session on items one through six and discussed the 
following actions to be taken.  
 
PBA Grievance - Attorney Baldwin requested a motion and second to deny the PBA Grievance 
submitted.  Motion by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman Marinelli.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Lopatcong Park/Pool Project - Attorney Baldwin requested a motion and second to reject 
Shoreland Construction Inc., request to withdrawal their bid on the Lopatcong Park Project.  
Motion by Mayor Wright, seconded by Council President Palitto to approve.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Mayor Wright – Read the following statement into the record:  I want to correct many 
misstatements that predated our meeting tonight and want to explain why the agenda is 
structured the way it is.  First, I want to reiterate what I wrote in my May 23rd letter.  Lopatcong 
is not considering construction of a data center.  No one on this Council has met with data center 
developers about a proposed data center and none of us has sought one out.  Every internet post 
that you guys say was a complete lie.  Next, the township decision to impose conditions in the 
event a data center proposal found its way to us was triggered by a resolution from the County 
Commissioners and by way of recommendation from the Planning Board to introduce Ordinance 
No. 26-04.  The second reading of Ordinance 26-04 remains on tonight’s agenda at the direction 
of the township attorney so it can be closed and rejected by the Council’s inaction on it tonight.  
Additionally, it will also be rendered mute by the township taking action tonight on Ordinance 
26-06 banning data centers initially in the ROM Zone; the only place where they are presently 
permitted. After the Master Plan Review at the Planning Board on June 24th, then the entire 
township.  Each action adds an additional layer of protection to the Township against unwanted 
data center development.   

http://www.lopatcongtwp.com/


 
Public Comment - Agenda items only. 
 
Patrick Brennan – Cromwell Street - Questions/comments on data transmission poles being 
included in the ordinance and ROM Zone. 
 
Susan Haley – 68 Overlook Drive – Wanted to be clear on the ban of data centers in the whole 
town. 
 
Brian Sweeney – 21 Highlands Way – Noted that he created the petition, asked what internet post 
was a lie, and grateful they are being banned.  
 
Sara Hare – Delaware Road, Hope, NJ – Applauded the Council for putting forth an ordinance to 
prohibit data centers on tonight’s agenda and the township is among the majority in Warren 
County to do this.  
 
Guy Citrone – Tewksbury Township – Thanked the Council for considering ban on data centers. 
Wanted to expand to Warehouse Development.  He will speak under Public Comment at the end 
of the meeting. 
 
Megan McMann – Asked about the ban of data centers – did not have the same ordinance the 
township was entertaining. 
 
Tim Morrows – 909 Barn Owl Way – Not opposed or for data centers but felt there were 
technical gaps on Ordinance 26-04. 
 
Alisha Weigel – Tewksbury Township – Commented on warehouses being used as data centers. 
 
Judy Liptak - 47 Kyle Drive – Asked about the next step to review the master plan and noted that 
she is confused about the process and asked for clarification. Commented, very glad they are 
being banned. 
 
Jennifer Dampier – Buckley Hill Drive – Speaking for her son.  Choices being made affect the 
children in the community as well as adults. 
 
Ken McCarthy – Powderhorn Drive – Resident for over 40 years – Wants to hear about the 
Master Plan reexamination and asked to confirm the process to remove data centers. 
 
Lee Rozycki – 56 Puddingstone Way – Thanked the Council for Ordinance 2026-06 to ban data 
centers.  Confirmed there will be a public hearing for the master plan revision. 
 
Loretta Womelsdorf – 218 Beers Streets – Thanked the Council for putting forth 2026-06 to ban 
data centers.  Provided her opinions on the detriments of having data centers in Lopatcong. 
 
Neil Moorcroft – Greenwich Township – Here as a neighbor.  Concerns about the techniques to 
change the master plan and zoning ordinance and make it as bullet proof as possible from some 
of the strategies developers use to get around some restrictions.  
 
Bob Bruce – 11 Harwich – Commended the Council on banning the data centers and urged that 
they move with some urgency.  Asked that Council allow public comment at the Planning Board 
meetings. 
 
Ordinance No. 26-06 – First reading of an Ordinance of the Township of Lopatcong, County of 
Warren and State of New Jersey, Amending Chapter 243 of the Municipal Code to Prohibit Data 



Centers as a Principal, Conditional, or Accessory Use within the Research, Office, 
Manufacturing Zones. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-06 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 243 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE TO PROHIBIT 
DATA CENTERS AS A PRINCIPAL, CONDITIONAL, OR ACCESSORY USE WITHIN THE 

ROM RESEARCH OFFICE MANUFACTURING ZONE  

 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Land Use Law, N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq., authorizes municipalities 
to regulate land uses in furtherance of the public health, safety, and welfare; and 

 

WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that large-scale data centers, server farms, 
hyperscale computing facilities, and cryptocurrency mining facilities constitute intensive 
infrastructure uses with substantial impacts upon electrical demand, utility infrastructure, 
emergency services, environmental resources, land use compatibility, and regional energy 
systems; and 

 

WHEREAS, the governing body has received and reviewed information regarding the substantial 
electrical demands associated with data center facilities and the impacts such facilities may 
impose upon regional electric transmission systems operated by PJM Interconnection, electrical 
distribution infrastructure operated by Jersey Central Power & Light Company, and ratepayers 
throughout the region; and 

 

WHEREAS, the governing body finds that data center development may result in significant 
adverse impacts including, but not limited to: 

 

(a) extraordinary electrical consumption; 

(b) increased regional electrical costs; 

(c) strain upon transmission and distribution infrastructure; 

(d) increased use of diesel backup generators and battery storage systems; 

(e) noise impacts; 

(f) stormwater impacts; 

(g) security and emergency management concerns; 

(h) incompatibility with existing development patterns; 

(i) excessive land and infrastructure consumption; and 

(j) adverse impacts upon the orderly development of the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the governing body further finds that the existing zoning ordinance and master plan 
were not designed to accommodate or evaluate hyperscale data center development and that 
additional planning review is required to evaluate such uses comprehensively; and 



 

WHEREAS, Governor Mikie Sherrill recently announced proposed “guardrails” to regulate data 
center development statewide, which “guardrails” are not presently defined or adopted and 
require time and deserve diligence and potential deference; and  

 

WHEREAS, the governing body has referred this Ordinance to the Planning Board pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 40:55D-26 and 40:55D-64 for review and recommendation; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the Town of Lopatcong, 
County of Warren, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. Chapter 243, “Zoning and Land Use”, Article II, “Terminology”, § 243-5, 
“Definitions” of the Code of the Township of Lopatcong is hereby amended and supplemented to 
add a new section/subsection as follows: 

 

“Data Center” shall mean any building, structure, facility, or portion thereof primarily used for 
the housing, storage, management, processing, mining, transmission, or operation of digital data, 
computer servers, cloud computing systems, cryptocurrency mining systems, artificial 
intelligence computing systems, telecommunications switching equipment, or associated 
mechanical, cooling, or electrical infrastructure. 

 

The term shall include, but not be limited to: 

(a) hyperscale data centers; 

(b) colocation facilities; 

(c) server farms; 

(d) cryptocurrency mining facilities; 

(e) blockchain processing facilities; and 

(f) artificial intelligence computational facilities. 

 

SECTION 2. Chapter 243, “Zoning and Land Use,” Article XIV “Zoning District and Use 
Regulations” §243-75 ROM “Research Office and Manufacturing Zone” of the Code of the 
Township of Lopatcong is hereby amended and supplemented to add a new section “Data 
Center” as a prohibited use: 

G. Prohibited uses. 

(1) Outdoor display of merchandise. 

(2) Data centers as defined in §243-5. 

 

SECTION 3. Existing Facilities. 

 

Any lawfully existing facility shall be deemed a pre-existing nonconforming use subject to 
applicable provisions of the Municipal Land Use Law. 



 

SECTION 4. After introduction, the Township Clerk is hereby directed to submit a copy of the 
within Ordinance to the Planning Board of the Township of Lopatcong for its review in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:55D-26 and N.J.S.A. 40:55D-64. The Planning Board is directed to 
make and transmit to the Township Council, within thirty-five (35) days after referral, a report 
including identification of any provisions in the proposed Ordinance which are inconsistent with 
the Master Plan and recommendations concerning any inconsistencies and any other matter as 
the Board deems appropriate. Upon the adoption of this Ordinance, after public hearing, the 
Township Clerk is further directed to publish notice of the passage and to file a copy of this 
Ordinance, as finally adopted, with the Warren County Planning Board, as required by N.J.S.A. 
40:55D-16.  

 

SECTION 5.  Repealer. All ordinances or parts of ordinances contrary to or inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency. 

 

SECTION 6.  Severability. Each section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause and phrase of 
this Ordinance is declared to be an independent section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase. 
If any portion of this Ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstances, shall be 
adjudged or otherwise determined to be invalid, unconstitutional, preempted, void, or ineffective 
for any clause or reason, such determination shall not affect the remaining provisions of this 
Ordinance, and the application of such remaining provisions shall not be affected thereby and 
shall remain in full force and effect, and to this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are 
severable. 

 

SECTION 7  Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage 
and publication according to law. 

 

SECTION 8 Prior actions.  All actions of the Township Council taken prior to the date of 
adoption hereof contemplated by this Ordinance are hereby ratified and approved. 

 

SECTION 9. Codification. This Ordinance may be renumbered for codification purposes. 

 

NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced to pass on first reading at a 
regular meeting of the Council of the Township of Lopatcong held on June 3, 2026 and ordered 
published in accordance with the law.  Said Ordinance will be considered for final reading and 
adoption at a regular meeting of the Township Council to be held on July 1, 2026 at 7:30 pm or as 
soon thereafter as the Township Council may hear this Ordinance in the Municipal Building, 232 
S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, at which time all persons interested may appear for or 
against the passage of said Ordinance.  

 

         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Motion to adopt this Ordinance on first reading by Councilman McQuade, seconded by Mayor 
Wright.  Roll call vote: 



AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, and Council 
President Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Resolution No. 26-96 – Authorizing and Directing the Lopatcong Township Planning Board to 
Undertake a Periodic Reexamination and Reevaluation of the Township Master Plan Pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 40:55D-89. 
 

R 26-96  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN 
AND STATE OF NEW JEREY AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE LOPATCONG 

TOWNSHIP PLANNING BOARD TO UNDERTAKE A PERIODIC REEXAMINATION AND 
REEVALUATION OF THE TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40:55d-89 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong has previously adopted a Master Plan pursuant to the 
Municipal Land Use Law, N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et. seq.; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40:55D-89 requires that the Planning Board periodically prepare and adopt 
the general Reexamination Report on the Master Plan and development regulations of the 
municipality at least every ten (10) years; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Council has determined that it is in the best interest of the Township to 
authorize and direct the Planning Board to undertake a reexamination and reevaluation of the 
Township Master Plan and development regulations in order to ensure that the Township’s 
planning policies remain current and consistent with present conditions, goals and objectives; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Council further finds that such reexamination will assist the Township 
in evaluating existing land use policies, development trends, infrastructure needs, housing 
obligations, environmental considerations and other planning matters affecting the Township. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Lopatcong, 
County of Warren, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1.  The Township Planning Board is hereby authorized and directed to undertake a 
reexamination and reevaluation of the Township Master Plan and development regulations 
in accordance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40:55D-879. 

2. The Planning Board is authorized to prepare, review and adopt a Master Plan 
Reexamination Report and to make such recommendations as it deems appropriate 
regarding amendments to the Township Master Plan, zoning ordinances, land development 
ordinances and related planning documents. 

3. The Township Planner, Township Engineer, Township Attorney, Land Use Administrator, 
and such other professionals and staff as may be necessary are hereby authorized to assist 
the Planning Board in the completion of the Reexamination Report.  

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 3, 2026. 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
        Clerk/Administrator 
 
Motion to adopt this Resolution on first reading by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by 
Councilman McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, and Council 
President Palitto, Mayor Wright. 



NAYS:  None 
 
Old Business: 
 
Minutes – Approve Executive and Regular Session Minutes for May 6, 2026 on motion by 
Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Council President Palitto.  Roll Call Vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance No. 26-04 – Second reading and public hearing to amend the Code of the Township of 
Lopatcong, Chapter 243, Zoning and Land Use, Article II Terminology, Article XIV Zoning 
District and Use Regulations, and Article XV Conditional Uses.  Mayor Wright asked for a motion 
and second to hold a public hearing.  No response from Council; the ordinance failed to proceed. 
 
Ordinance No. 26-05 – Second reading and public hearing Chapter 243, Zoning and Land Use, 
Article X, Sign Regulations regarding Digital Signs.  Motion to hold public hearing by Mayor 
Wright, seconded by Councilman Marinelli. All in favor.  Comment from the public – None 
Motion to close the public hearing by Councilman Marinelli, seconded by Councilman McQuade. 
All in favor. 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-05 

               SECOND NOTICE OF AN ORDINANCE 

NOTICE is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, held on Wednesday, June 3, 2026 at the 
Municipal Building, 232 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, the following Ordinance 
was presented and passed on the final reading.  The Ordinance was then ordered to be published 
according to law by title only.   

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, 

CHAPTER 243, ZONING AND LAND USE, ARTICLE X, SIGN REGULATIONS 
REGARDING DIGITAL SIGNS 

 
 
Said Ordinance may be read and inspected at any time at the Office of the Municipal Clerk, 
Lopatcong Township Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey Monday 
through Friday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Motion to adopt the Ordinance by Mayor Wright, seconded by Council President Palitto. Roll call 
Vote:  
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 

New Business: 
 
Ordinance No. 26-07 – Providing an Appropriation of $727,500 for Various Capital 
Improvements in and by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, New Jersey and 



Authorizing the Issuance of $691,125 Bonds or Notes of the Township for Financing Part of the 
Appropriation 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-07 

 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF 
$727,500 FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY 
THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, IN THE COUNTY OF 
WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE 
OF $691,125 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR 
FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, 
IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof 
affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1:  

The improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance (the “Improvement”) is hereby 
authorized to be undertaken by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, New Jersey (the 
“Township”) as a general improvement.  For the said Improvement there is hereby appropriated the amount 
of $727,500, such sum includes the sum of $36,375 as the down payment (the “Down Payment”) required 
by the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, constituting Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey 
Statutes, as amended and supplemented (the “Local Bond Law”).  The Down Payment is now available by 
virtue of provision in one or more previously adopted budgets for down payments or capital improvement 
purposes.   

SECTION 2:  

In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvement not covered by application of the Down 
Payment, negotiable bonds of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of 
$691,125 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bonds”).  In anticipation of the issuance 
of the Bonds and to temporarily finance said Improvement or purposes, negotiable bond anticipation notes 
of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount not exceeding $691,125 pursuant 
to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”). 

SECTION 3:  

(a) The Improvements authorized and the purposes for which obligations are to be issued are 
as follows: 

 



Improvements 
Appropriation and 

Estimated Cost 

Estimated Maximum 
Amount of Bonds or 

Notes 
Period of 

Useful Life 

1. Acquisition of various equipment 
for the Department of Public Works, 
including but not limited to acquisition of 
a truck with plow, small pick-up truck and 
tractor/mower, all as shown on and in 
accordance with the plans and 
specifications thereon on file in the office 
of the Clerk and hereby approved. 

$207,000 $196,650 5 Years 

2. Various improvements and 
acquisitions for the Fire Department, 
including but not limited to headsets, fire 
gear, toolbox, pagers, SCBA bottles, ID 
machine, firefighter bailout kits and 
improvements to various firehouses, all as 
shown on and in accordance with the 
plans and specifications thereon on file in 
the office of the Clerk and hereby 
approved. 

179,500 170,525 10.57 Years 

3. Acquisition of various equipment 
for the Police Department, including but 
not limited to mobile video recorders, all 
as shown on and in accordance with the 
plans and specifications thereon on file in 
the office of the Clerk and hereby 
approved. 

66,000 62,700 5 Years 

4. Improvements to various municipal 
properties, including but not limited to 
roof replacement for the Municipal 
Building and various improvements to the 
Emergency Medical Services Building, 
including all work and materials 
necessary therefor and incidental thereto, 
all as shown on and in accordance with the 
plans and specifications thereon on file in 
the office of the Clerk and hereby 
approved. 

275,000 261,250 15 Years 

TOTAL ALL PURPOSES $727,500 $691,125  
 



(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of 
financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $691,125. 

(c) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $727,500 which amount represents the initial 
appropriation made by the Township.   

SECTION 4:  

All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be determined by 
the municipal finance officer of the Township (the “Chief Financial Officer”); provided that no Note shall 
mature later than one year from its date.  The Notes shall bear interest at such rate or rates and be in such 
form as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  The Chief Financial Officer shall determine all 
matters in connection with Notes issued pursuant to this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial 
Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive evidence as to all such determinations.  All Notes issued 
hereunder may be renewed from time to time subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond 
Law.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at 
public or private sale and to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase 
price plus accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is 
directed to report in writing to the Township Council of the Township at the meeting next succeeding the 
date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made.  Such report must include 
the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule of the Notes sold, the price obtained 
and the name of the purchaser. 

SECTION 5:  

The capital budget of the Township is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this 
Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated by the Local 
Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the 
Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey 
is on file with the Township Clerk and is available for public inspection. 

SECTION 6:  

The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 

(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a current expense, 
and is a capital improvement or property that the Township may lawfully make or acquire as general 
improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on property specially 
benefited thereby. 

(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the Local Bond 
Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for such purpose, 
according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the Bonds authorized by this Bond 
Ordinance, is 10.15 years. 

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly prepared 
and filed in the office of the Township Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof has been filed in 
the office of the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community Affairs, State 
of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the Township, as defined in the Local Bond 
Law, is increased by the authorization of the Bonds and Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance by $691,125 
and the obligations authorized herein will be within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $150,000 for items of expense listed in and permitted 
under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the Improvements, as indicated 
herein. 

SECTION 7:  

Any funds or grant monies received for the purpose described in Section 3 of this Ordinance shall 
be used for financing said Improvement by application thereof either to direct payment of the cost of said 
Improvement or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of the obligations of the Township 
authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance.  Any such funds received may, and all such funds so received 
which are not required for direct payment of the cost of said Improvement shall, be held and applied by the 
Township as funds applicable only to the payment of obligations of the Township authorized by this Bond 
Ordinance. 

SECTION 8:  



The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the 
principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance.  The obligations shall be 
direct, unlimited obligations of the Township, and the Township shall be obligated to levy ad valorem taxes 
upon all the taxable property within the Township for the payment of the obligations and the interest thereon 
without limitation of rate or amount. 

SECTION 9: 

 

The Chief Financial Officer of the Township is hereby authorized to prepare and to update from 
time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in connection with the sale of 
obligations of the Township and to execute such disclosure document on behalf of the Township.  The 
Chief Financial Officer is further authorized to enter into the appropriate undertaking to provide secondary 
market disclosure on behalf of the Township pursuant to Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission (the “Rule”) for the benefit of holders and beneficial owners of obligations of the Township 
and to amend such undertaking from time to time in connection with any change in law, or interpretation 
thereof, provided such undertaking is and continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond 
counsel, consistent with the requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Township fails to comply with 
its undertaking, the Township shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited 
to specific performance of the undertaking. 

SECTION 10:  

This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation Section 
1.150-2.  The Township reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the Improvement prior to 
the date that Township incurs debt obligations under this Bond Ordinance.  The Township reasonably 
expects to reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the Township under this 
Bond Ordinance.  The maximum principal amount of debt expected to be issued for payment of the cost of 
the Improvement is $691,125. 

SECTION 11:  

This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final adoption, 
as provided by the Local Bond Law. 



TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 

WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE 

 

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced and passed 
upon first reading at a meeting of the governing body of the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of 
Warren, State of New Jersey, on June 3, 2026.  It will be further considered for final passage, after public 
hearing thereon, at a meeting of the governing body to be held at the Municipal Building, 232 South 3rd 
Street, in the Township of Lopatcong, on July 1, 2026 at 7:30 o’clock PM.  During the week prior to and 
up to and including the date of such meeting copies of the full ordinance will be available at no cost and 
during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for the members of the general public who shall request 
the same.  The summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:  

Title: Bond Ordinance Providing An Appropriation Of $727,500 For Various Capital Improvements In And 
By The Township Of Lopatcong, In The County Of Warren, New Jersey And Authorizing The 
Issuance Of $691,125 Bonds Or Notes Of The Township For Financing Part Of The Appropriation 

Purpose(s): Acquisition of various equipment for the Department of Public Works, including but not limited 
to acquisition of a truck with plow, small pick-up truck and tractor/mower; Various improvements 
and acquisitions for the Fire Department, including but not limited to headsets, fire gear, toolbox, 
pagers, SCBA bottles, ID machine, firefighter bailout kits and improvements to various firehouses; 
Acquisition of various equipment for the Police Department, including but not limited to mobile 
video recorders; and Improvements to various municipal properties, including but not limited to roof 
replacement for the Municipal Building and various improvements to the Emergency Medical 
Services Building. 

Appropriation:  $727,500 

Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $691,125  

Grants (if any) Appropriated:  N/A 

Section 20 Costs:  $150,000 

Useful Life: 10.15 Years 

Initial Publication Date on Website: June 4, 2026 

 

        M. Beth Dilts, Clerk 

 

This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17. 

Motion to adopt this Ordinance on first reading by Councilman McQuade, seconded by 
Councilman Marinelli.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marnelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance 26-08 – Bond Ordinance providing an Appropriation of $650,000 for 
Various Road Improvements in and by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County 
of Warren, New Jersey and Authorizing the Issuance of $495,610 Bond or Notes 
of the Township for Financing Part of the Appropriation. 
 
 



ORDINANCE NO. 2026-08 

 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION 
OF $650,000 FOR VARIOUS ROAD IMPROVEMENTS IN 
AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, IN THE 
COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $495,610 BONDS OR 
NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF 
THE APPROPRIATION. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
LOPATCONG, IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all 
members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 12:  

The improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance (the “Improvement”) is 
hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, New 
Jersey (the “Township”) as a general improvement.  For the said Improvement there is hereby 
appropriated the amount of $650,000, such sum includes the sum of (a) $127,890 expected to be 
received as a grant from the New Jersey Department of Transportation (the “Grant”) in connection 
with the improvement described in Section 3(a)(1); and (b) $26,500 as the down payment (the 
“Down Payment”) required by the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, constituting 
Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended and supplemented (the “Local 
Bond Law”).  The Down Payment is now available by virtue of provision in one or more previously 
adopted budgets for down payments or capital improvement purposes.   

SECTION 13:  

In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvement not covered by application of 
the Down Payment and the Grant, negotiable bonds of the Township are hereby authorized to be 
issued in the principal amount of $495,610 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the 
“Bonds”).  In anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds and to temporarily finance said 
Improvement or purposes, negotiable bond anticipation notes of the Township are hereby 
authorized to be issued in the principal amount not exceeding $495,610 pursuant to the provisions 
of the Local Bond Law (the “Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”). 

SECTION 14:  

(a) The Improvements authorized and the purposes for which obligations are to be 
issued are as follows: 

 



Improvements 
Appropriation and 

Estimated Cost 

Estimated 
Maximum Amount 
of Bonds or Notes 

Period of 
Useful Life 

1. Improvement of Strykers Road, 
Phase I, from Belview Road to James 
Avenue, and other roads to the extent 
funds available, including milling, 
resurfacing, striping, drainage, 
guiderail and restoration, including all 
work and materials necessary therefor 
and incidental thereto, all as shown on 
and in accordance with the plans and 
specifications thereon on file in the 
office of the Clerk and hereby 
approved. 

350,000 210,610 20 Years 

2. Improvement of Reservoir Lane, 
and other roads to the extent funds 
available, including milling, 
resurfacing, striping, drainage, 
guiderail and restoration, including all 
work and materials necessary therefor 
and incidental thereto, all as shown on 
and in accordance with the plans and 
specifications thereon on file in the 
office of the Clerk and hereby 
approved. 

300,000 285,000 20 Years 

TOTAL ALL PURPOSES $650,000 $495,610  

 

(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of 
financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $495,610. 

(c) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $650,000 which amount represents the 
initial appropriation made by the Township.   

SECTION 15:  

All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be 
determined by the municipal finance officer of the Township (the “Chief Financial Officer”); 
provided that no Note shall mature later than one year from its date.  The Notes shall bear interest 
at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  The 
Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection with Notes issued pursuant to 
this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive 
evidence as to all such determinations.  All Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to 
time subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond Law.  The Chief Financial Officer 
is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at public or private sale and 
to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus 
accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is 
directed to report in writing to the Township Council of the Township at the meeting next 
succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made.  
Such report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule 
of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 

SECTION 16:  



The capital budget of the Township is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of 
this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated 
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program 
as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community 
Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the Township Clerk and is available for public 
inspection. 

SECTION 17:  

The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 

(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a current 
expense, and is a capital improvement or property that the Township may lawfully make or acquire 
as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on 
property specially benefited thereby. 

(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the Local 
Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for such 
purpose, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the Bonds authorized 
by this Bond Ordinance, is 20 years. 

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly 
prepared and filed in the office of the Township Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof 
has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department 
of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the 
Township, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is increased by the authorization of the Bonds and 
Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance by $495,610 and the obligations authorized herein will be 
within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $200,000 for items of expense listed in and 
permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the 
Improvements, as indicated herein. 

SECTION 18:  

Any funds or grant monies received for the purpose described in Section 3 of this 
Ordinance shall be used for financing said Improvement by application thereof either to direct 
payment of the cost of said Improvement or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of the 
obligations of the Township authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance.  Any such funds received 
may, and all such funds so received which are not required for direct payment of the cost of said 
Improvement shall, be held and applied by the Township as funds applicable only to the payment 
of obligations of the Township authorized by this Bond Ordinance. 

SECTION 19:  

The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of 
the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance.  The obligations 
shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Township, and the Township shall be obligated to levy 
ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Township for the payment of the 
obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

SECTION 9: 

 

The Chief Financial Officer of the Township is hereby authorized to prepare and to update 
from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in connection with 
the sale of obligations of the Township and to execute such disclosure document on behalf of the 
Township.  The Chief Financial Officer is further authorized to enter into the appropriate 
undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Township pursuant to Rule 
15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Rule”) for the benefit of holders and 
beneficial owners of obligations of the Township and to amend such undertaking from time to time 
in connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is and 
continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the 



requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Township fails to comply with its undertaking, the 
Township shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific 
performance of the undertaking. 

SECTION 20:  

This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation 
Section 1.150-2.  The Township reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the 
Improvement prior to the date that Township incurs debt obligations under this Bond Ordinance.  
The Township reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be 
incurred by the Township under this Bond Ordinance.  The maximum principal amount of debt 
expected to be issued for payment of the cost of the Improvement is $495,610. 

SECTION 21:  

This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final 
adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 



TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 

WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE 

 

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced and 
passed upon first reading at a meeting of the governing body of the Township of Lopatcong, in the 
County of Warren, State of New Jersey, on June 3, 2026.  It will be further considered for final 
passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the governing body to be held at the 
Municipal Building, 232 South 3rd Street, in the Township of Lopatcong, on July 1, 2026 at 7:30 
o’clock PM.  During the week prior to and up to and including the date of such meeting copies of 
the full ordinance will be available at no cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s 
office for the members of the general public who shall request the same.  The summary of the 
terms of such bond ordinance follows:  

Title: Bond Ordinance Providing An Appropriation Of $650,000 For Various Capital 
Improvements In And By The Township Of Lopatcong, In The County Of Warren, New 
Jersey And Authorizing The Issuance Of $495,610 Bonds Or Notes Of The Township For 
Financing Part Of The Appropriation 

Purpose(s): Improvement of Strykers Road, Phase I, from Belview Road to James Avenue; and 
Improvement of Reservoir Land, and other roads to the extent funds available, including 
milling, resurfacing, striping, drainage, guiderail and restoration, including all work and 
materials necessary therefor and incidental thereto, all as shown on and in accordance with 
the plans and specifications thereon on file in the office of the Clerk and hereby approved. 

Appropriation:  $650,000 

Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $495,610  

Grants (if any) Appropriated: $127,890 expected to be received as a grant from the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. 

Section 20 Costs:  $200,000 

Useful Life:  20 Years 

Initial Publication Date on Website: June 4, 2026 

        M. Beth Dilts, Clerk 

 

This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17. 

Motion to adopt this Ordinance on first reading by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Council 
President Palitto.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright.   
NAYS:  None 
 
Councilman Belcaro requested Item No. 3 be removed from the Consent Agenda.  Motion by 
Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman Marinelli.  All in favor.   
Mayor Wright asked for a motion to decline No. 3.  Motion by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by 
Councilman McQuade.  Roll call vote: 



AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve Consent Agenda Items 1 and 2 and 4 through 13 by Council President Palitto, 
seconded by Councilman Marinelli. Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright 
NAYS: None 
 
Resolution No. 26-97 – Authorizing Consent Agenda for Council’s Consideration.  
 

R 26-97 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING CONSENT AGENDA FOR COUNCIL’S 

CONSIDERATION 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby approve and authorize a Consent Agenda to move routine items of 
business requiring no discussion; and 
 
WHEREAS, there are listed on the Consent Agenda. 
 

1. Resolution authorizing Chapter 159 Requesting Approval of Item of Revenue and 
Appropriation to Insert Sum of $25,523.05 – NJ Environmental Protection Agency – 
Clean Communities 2026 

2. Resolution authorizing Chapter 159 Requesting Approval of Item of Revenue and 
Appropriation to Insert Sum of $20,788.63 – Police Department Weapons Donation 

3. Approve Change Order for Wallkill Group in the amount of $17,746.77 for work to be 
completed on the wall at the south end of the municipal building. 

4. Resolution to hire Heather Godesky as Keyboarding Clerk 1 in the Construction Office. 
5. Resolution to hire Paul Smith for seasonal employment in the Department of Public 

Works. 
6. Resolution to award contract to Chill Properties, LLC to replace doors and install keypad 

locks at the Delaware Park Engine Co. No. 1 in the amount of $19,370.00. 
7. Resolution to authorize the hire of two Entry Level Law Enforcement Police Officers on 

or before June 15th for entry into the Morris County Police Academy. 
8. Resolution to Issue a Refund for a Sewer Overpayment for Block 85.02 Lot 51 in the 

amount of $520.40. 
9. Resolution to Issue a Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 11 Lot 10 in the amount 

of $1,593.25. 
10. Resolution to Issue a Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 20 Lot 10 in the amount 

of $1,549.90. 
11. Resolution to Renew Liquor License Term for House of Liquor and Wine, Inc., The Brass 

Rail, Inc., and Stryker Golf & Hospitality, LLC for the term beginning July 1, 2026 
through June 30, 2027. 

12. Authorize Mayor Wright to execute the proposal submitted by Planner, Dan Bloch, of 
Colliers Engineering for the Lopatcong Park Redevelopment Plan in the amount of 
$10,000.00. 

13. Authorize Mayor Wright to execute the agreement to provide survey and design services 
for Strykers Road Improvements Project Phase 1 in the amount of $44,950.00. 



 
CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 3, 2026. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 26-98 – Authorize Chapter 159 requesting approval of Item of Revenue and 
Appropriation to Insert Sum of $25,523.05 – NJ Environmental Protection Agency – Clean 
Communities 2026. 
 

R 26-98 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEM OF REVENUE AND 

APPROPRIATION N.J.S.A. 40:A-87 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services may approve the insertion of any special of revenue in the budget of any county and 
municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not 
determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal 
amount. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey hereby request the Director of the Division 
of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the 
year 2026. 
 
In the sum of $25,523.05 – NJ Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $25,523.05 – Clean Communities 2026 
 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 3, 2026. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 26-99 – Authorize Chapter 159 Requesting Approval of Item of Revenue and 
Appropriation to Insert Sum of $20,788.63 – Police Department Weapons Donation. 
 

R 26-99 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEM OF REVENUE AND 

APPROPRIATION N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services may approve the insertion of any special revenue in the budget of any county and 



municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not 
determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal 
amount. 
 
NOW, THEREFOR, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey hereby request the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 
budget of the year 2026. 
 
In the sum of $20,788.63 – Police Department Weapons Donation 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $20,788.63 – Police Department Weapons 
Donation. 
 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 3, 2026. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 26-100 – Hire Heather Godesky as Keyboarding Clerk 1 in the Construction 
Office. 
 

R 26-100 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY MEMORIALIZING THE HIRE OF HEATHER GODESKY AS 

KEYBOARDING CLERK 1 IN THE CONSTRUCTION OFFICE 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey offered Heather Godesky a full-time position as Keyboarding Clerk1; and 
 
WHEREAS, Heather Godesky will report to the Construction Official and support various 
subcode officials; and 
 
WHEREAS, Heather will work a 35-hour work week Monday through Friday from 8 am to 4 pm 
with a one-hour break for lunch; and 
 
WHEREAS, Heather will be required to take the classes for the Technical Assistant to the 
Construction Official and obtain Certification; and 
 
WHEREAS, Heather will be subject to the Township Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Heather’s Start Date will be June 3, 2026; and 
 
WHEREAS, will receive a salary in accordance with the Salary Ordinance. 
 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby memorialize the hire of 
Heather Godesky as a full-time Keyboarding Clerk 1 to work in the Construction Office. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 3, 2026. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 26-101 – Hire Paul Smith for seasonal employment in the Department of Public 
Works. 
 

R 26-101 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING A TEMPORARY PART-TIME SEASONAL 

POSITION IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey provide temporary part-time seasonal employment for the Department of Public 
Work; and 

WHEREAS, Paul Smith has applied and is qualified for the temporary, part-time, seasonal 
employment; and 

WHEREAS, Paul Smith will be paid at a rate in the Salary Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, Paul Smith shall adhere to the Township Employee Policy and Procedure Manual. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby hire Paul Smith as a part-time 
seasonal employee for the Department of Public Works. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 3, 2026. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 26-102 – Award quote to Chill Properties, LLC to replace doors and install 
keypad locks at the Delaware Park Engine Co., No. 1 in the amount of $19,370.00. 
 

R 26-102 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AWARD QUOTE TO CHILL PROPERTIES, LLC FOR 

REPAIRS TO THE DELAWARE PARK ENGINE CO. NO. 1 
 



WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong upon inspection of the building 
owned by the Township that is leased to the Delaware Park Engine Co., No. 1 noticed some repairs 
that were necessary; and 
 
WHEREAS, quotes for this work were obtained by the Department of Public Works; and 
 
WHEREAS, the quote submitted by Chill Properties, LLC, located in Nazareth, PA was the lowest 
quote in the amount of $19,370.00. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey authorize quote provided by Chill 
Properties, LLC for the repairs to the building leased to the Delaware Park Engine Co., No., in the 
amount of $19,370.00. 
 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 3, 2026. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 26-103 – Authorize the hire of two Entry Level Law Enforcement Police Officers 
on or before June 15th for entry into the Morris County Police Academy. 
 

R 26-103 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY TO AUTHORIZE THE HIRE OF TWO ENTRY LEVEL LAW 

ENFORCEMENT POLICE OFFICERS ON OR BEFORE JUNE 15TH FOR ENTRY INTO THE 
MORRIS COUNTY POLICE ACADEMY 

 
WHEREAS, the Chief of Police of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of 
New Jersey require authorization from the Mayor and Council to hire two entry level law 
enforcement police officer; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Certification of Eligibles has been issued to the Appointing Authority listing 
candidates who have passed the required law enforcement civil service examination to officially 
begin the background vetting and hiring process for a new police officer; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Morris County Police Academy requires the names of the provisionals to be 
hired and their requisite documentation to be sent on or before June 15th. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby give authorization to the Chief 
of Police to process and hire two entry level law enforcement police officers. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct resolution adopted by 
Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 3, 2026. 
 
 



        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 26-104 – Issue a Refund for a Sewer Overpayment for Block 85.02, Lot 51 in the 
amount of $520.40. 
 

R 26-104 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A SEWER OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 85.02, LOT 51 
 

WHEREAS, on April 15, 2026, the Sewer Panel Appeal Board Approved Resolution 26-06 issuing 
a credit in the amount of $565.40 to the resident of Block 85.02, Lot 51 due to a water leak that 
did not go into the sewer system; and 
 
WHEREAS, on May 6, 2026, the Council approved Resolution 26-92 authorizing the credit to be 
placed on the Sewer Account of the resident residing at Block 85.02, Lot 51; and 
 
WHEREAS, this has resulted in an overpayment on the account in the amount of $520.40 after 
Quarter 2 was billed; and 
 
WHEREAS, a refund has been requested by the Resident.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, 
County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a refund in the 
amount of $520.40 to:  Groenendaal, Richard & Coleen, 519 Edward Street, Phillipsburg, NJ 
08865. 
 

 CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct resolution adopted by 
Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 3, 2026. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 26-105 – Issue a Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 11, Lot 10 in the amount 
of $1,593.25. 
 

R 26-105 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 11, LOT 10 
 

WHEREAS, it has been found that on May 5, 2026, the resident’s title company paid $1,593.25 
for 2nd Quarter 2026 taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has also been found that on May 6, 2026, the resident’s mortgage company paid 
$1,593.25 for 2nd Quarter 2026 taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS, this has resulted in an overpayment on the account in the amount of $1,593.25; and 
 



WHEREAS, a refund has been requested by the title company. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, 
County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a refund in the 
amount of $1,593.25 to:  Veterans United, 1400 Forum Blvd., Suite 18, Columbia, MO 65203. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct resolution adopted by 
Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 3, 2026. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 26-106 – Issue a Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 20, Lot 10 in the amount 
of $1,549.90. 
 

R 26-106 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 20, LOT 10 
 

WHEREAS, it has been found that on May 5, 2026, the resident paid $1,549.90 for 2nd Quarter 
2026 taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has also been found that on May 6, 2026, the resident’s mortgage company paid 
$1,549.90 for 2nd Quarter 2026 taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS, this has resulted in an overpayment on the account in the amount of $1,549,90. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, 
County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a refund in the 
amount of $1,549.90 to:  Hernandez, Jose G. Quinteros, 241 Aurora Street, Phillipsburg, NJ 08865. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct resolution adopted by 
Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 3, 2026. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 26-107 – Renew Liquor License Term for House of Liquor and Wine, Inc., The 
Brass Rail, Inc., and Stryker Golf & Hospitality, LLC for the term beginning July 1, 2026 through 
June 30, 2027. 
 

R 26-107 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF CERTAIN LIQUOR 

LICENSES FOR TERM JULY 1, 2026 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2027 



WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey have received the following applications for liquor license renewal: 

The Brass Rail, Inc., License No. 2115-33-004-007 

House of Liquor and Wine, Inc., No. 2115-44-001-004 

 Strykers Golf and Hospitality, LLC., License No. 2115-33-003-008 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey that the applications for renewal of the 
above-named liquor license holders be approved pursuant to N.J.S.A. 33: 1-12-26 from July 1, 
2026 to June 30, 2027. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 3, 2026. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

 
Lopatcong Park Redevelopment Plan – Authorize Mayor Wright to execute the proposal  
submitted by Planner, Dan Bloch of Colliers Engineering in the amount of $10,000.00. 
 
Strykers Road Improvement Project Phase I – Authorize Mayor Wright to execute agreement 
to provide survey and design services for Stryker Road Improvement Project Phase I in the 
amount of $44,950.00. 
 
Council Reports: 
 
Councilman McQuade – No report but noted the sewer situation is still pending. 
 
Councilman Belcaro – Reported that at the last meeting his decisions are not made on feelings, 
fear mongering, or doomsdayers or hear sayers.  He said he liked to know the facts.  He said he 
did a lot of research on data centers; inquired through JCP&L and other sources that would impact 
the community.   
 
Councilman Marinelli – No report. 
 
Council President Palitto – Regarding recreation – Music in the Park is under way every 
Wednesday with three additional performances in August on Tuesday nights.  Pickle ball courts 
are open and thanked Brian and Carl for organizing the clinic last month.  Community Day is 
August 29th; rain date September 12th.  
 
Mayor Wright – Thanked the Fire Dept. who held the wet down for the new fire truck.  Saturday 
was a great day seeing a lot of residents who came out for the festivities. 
 
Engineer’s Report – Engineer Wisniewski provided an update on several projects.  The first one is 
the Fox Farm Road storm damage repairs from the July 2023 storm.  This a FEMA funded project.  
The next phase of work has started with a final survey design.  Permitting the project will take 
some additional time as there are endangered species, wetlands, and other issues to address before 
they can begin the repair work.   
 



The Police Sally Port Project is substantially complete at this point.  There is still some interior 
and exterior finish work that needs to be done.   
 
Phase I Road Improvement Program – Strykers Road Phase I is the northern section of Strykers 
Road from Belview Road down to James Avenue.  Plans will be submitted to NJDOT for approval 
targeting fall for construction of this project. 
 
Reservoir Road Improvements – Discussion has taken place regarding drainage and resurfacing 
the road.   
 
The NJDOT Municipal Aid application grant is due in July 1st and will be applying for funds to 
improve Pudding Stone Way and Brier Place.    
 
Police Report – Chief Garcia gave the Traffic Report for May 2026. A total of 313 motor vehicle 
stops with 47% of drivers stopped were issued citations and of that, 21% were commercial motor 
vehicles.  Friday, June 5th will be participating in the 43rd Law Enforcement Torch Run to support 
Special Olympics. Saturday, June 6th Goal Zero – statewide initiative to lower fatalities on 
roadways.  
 
DPW Report – DPW Superintendent, Brian Weeks indicated street sweeping, filing pot holes, 
cutting grass, dragging the ball fields to keep sports going has been the focus. He met with Bill 
Burgh about the spill that took place when a machine broke and reported the students from 
Belvidere High School come yearly to get the Veterans area at the park ready for the summer.  
Finally, the Fire House has undergone some upgrades; lights, signs, doors.   
 
EMS Report – No report. 
 
Shade Tree Report – No report. 
 
Fire Chief Report – Mayor Wright reported that the Fire Dept. responded to 21 calls this month 
bringing 2026 total to 103 calls for service. 
 
Lopatcong School District Report - Pam Thomas gave an update on the school district and students.  
School year is winding down.  Middle School held a Memorial Day Program to honor Veterans. 
The PTA did an amazing job with the Harlem Wizards Game raising over $7,000.  New trees have 
been planted around both schools through a grant. End of school year programs and picnics will 
be held.  Last day of school is June 12th.  
 
Approve Department Reports: Approve Department Reports on motion by Councilman Belcaro, 
seconded by Council President Palitto. All in favor. 
 
Payment of Bills:  Approve payment of bills on motion by Councilman Marinelli, seconded by 
Councilman McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, and Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Guy Citron – Tewksbury Township – Thanked the Council for the introducing the ordinance to 
prohibit data centers and wanted to extend this to warehouse development.  
 



Brittany Sweeney – Highlands Way – Expressed extreme gratitude on the ordinance to prohibit 
data centers.  Expressed that everyone should be embracing change, collaboration and working 
together as a community.  
 
Lee Rozcyski – 56 Puddingstone Way – Asked for the description of the capital improvements in 
Ordinance 26-07. 
 
Sara Hare – Hope, NJ – Planning boards she has attended, the public is allowed to speak.  Talked 
about the 400,000 square foot warehouse approved by the Highlands Council to be built behind 
the Phillipsburg Mall site.   
 
Sandy Baringer – 480 Lock Street – The land where the warehouse is being proposed to be built 
was settled by the Leni Lenape’s were there.  Think about to twice.  
 
Brittany Watts – Phillipsburg resident – It’s not the mall we are worried about, but on the Morris 
Canal side they get flooding when it is raining too hard.   
 
Pat Brennan – 310 Cromwell – Why don’t we buy the 40 acres behind the mall.   
 
Susan Sica – Alpha resident – Raised a concern about infrastructure and industrialization of the 
area.  
 
Matthew Watts – Phillipsburg resident – Attended Highlands Council meeting and thought the plan 
was extremely comprehensive for the warehouse development. 
 
Neil Moorcroft – Spoke about the Highlands Council’s vote and was deeply saddened by their 
vote. 
 
Nikki Dadarria – Bo Blvd. – Listened to everyone but did not see understanding; Councilman 
Belcaro was engaged.  Hoped that what was discussed would be considered.   
 
Debbi Stefano – Spoke about her son Bob Stefano who is a Police Officer in the township for 22 
years.  Went on to speak about a personnel issue involving her son.  Attorney Baldwin indicated 
that there is an active grievance that is ongoing and the Mayor and Council should not speak to it.   
 
Susan Haley – Overlook – Asked if digital signs are like digital billboards.   
 
Bob Bruce – 11 Harwich Road – Glad that 26-06 negated the need for the continuation of 
Ordinance 26-04.  Mentioned Shoreland and confirmed that this is part of the pool project.  Asked 
where that stood.   
 
Adjournment – Motion by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman Marinelli.  All in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Margaret B. Dilts      William D. Wright 
Municipal Clerk       Mayor 
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