
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES 
7:00 pm 

 
 

April 22, 2026 

 

Vice-Chairwoman DiLeo called the Planning Board Meeting to order. 
 
A Prayer was offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance. 
 
Vice Chairman DiLeo stated “Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the 
time and place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 72 of the Public Laws of 2025 by 
advertising a Notice on the Township Website – www.lopatcongtwp.com, by posting a copy on 
the bulletin board in the Municipal Building by direct hyperlink placed on the New Jersey 
Secretary of State’s portal.” 
 
Present:  Members Coyle, George, Hardy, Palitto, Weeks, Vice-Chairwoman DiLeo.   Also 
present were Attorney Bryce and Planner Russell and Engineer Wisniewski. 
 

Old Business: 
 
 
Minutes – Motion by Member Palitto, seconded by Member George to approve Regular Minutes 
of March 25, 2026.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Members Coyle, George, Hardy, Palitto, Weeks, Vice-Chairwoman DiLeo 
NAYS:  None 
 
 
Digital Signage – Draft Ordinance for review and consideration. Planner, Kristin Russell worked 
on both the ordinances to be discussed.  She said minimal edits at the board’s request were done; 
free standing signs shall not advertise or promote goods or services not sold or offered on the 
premises where the sign is located, subsection (g) added the word zone and subsection (l) added 
clarification that digital signs may not be building mounted.  Attorney Bryce indicated that a 
motion to recommend the ordinance to the township to consider adoption would be in order.  The 
ordinance will be referred back for a determination by this board to consider if this is consistent 
with the master plan. Member Hardy asked for further clarification on the mounted building sign 
to say one non-digital sign.  Member George asked that a digital sign be defined.   

http://www.lopatcongtwp.com/


Motion to make the recommendation and the changes as noted and forward to the Governing 
Body for consideration.  Motion by Member Weeks, seconded by Member George. Roll call 
vote: 
AYES:  Members Coyle, George, Hardy, Palitto, Weeks, Vice-Chairwoman DiLeo. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Data Centers – Planner Russell noted that she looked over the prior version and the edits 
requested. One of the changes was the section related to construction management submission 
requirements and noted that she moved this language to other sections of the code to apply to all 
kinds of projects.  She took the contents including the submission of the traffic management 
plan, defined truck hours, roadway repair bonding and emergency access plan and relocated it 
now to another section of code in Article VI, Application Procedures which seemed like a good 
place to put it. Also, indicated, was a desire to consider reduced parking requirements which 
included two options based on other standards working in the region.  One option is that parking 
be provided at one space per employee at the max shift and the other option would be one space 
for 5,000 square feet of gross floor area.  The language was removed for the option regarding 
well water provision.  A section was added for natural gas feasibility; there had already been 
sections for sewer and storm water, public water and general feasibility so, natural gas content 
and included the type of requirements as the other sectors including submitting a demand report 
and engaging in demand response or peak load management programs.  Under Section j-6 
regarding cost sharing agreements, language was added to Chapter 153, Off Tract Improvements, 
that already exists in the municipal code.  This just reiterates what they need to reference and 
comply with and also language that states in addition, any data center development shall be 
responsible for the cost of any required or requested infrastructure or utility extensions, upgrades 
or capacity improvements to at least attempt to not burden the community with any of the costs 
associated with infrastructure changes that go along with the data center.  Add non-emergency 
generator operations prohibited and emergency generator use can only be used in times of power 
outage.  Attorney Bryce recommended one per 10,000 square feet.  
Motion by Member Weeks, seconded by Vice-Chairwoman DiLeo.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Members Coyle, George, Hardy, Palitto, Weeks, Vice-Chairwoman DiLeo. 
NAYS:  None 
  
 
Adjournment – Motion to adjourn the meeting by Member George, seconded by Vice-
Chairwoman DiLeo.  All in favor.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Margaret B. Dilts 
Planning Board Secretary  



 


