TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG
REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES
6:30 pm Executive Session/7:30 pm Regular Session

December 16, 2025

The Regular Meeting of the Lopatcong Township Council was called to order by Mayor Wright.
The meeting was held in the Municipal Building located at 232 S. Third St., Phillipsburg, New
Jersey.

A Prayer was offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance.

Mayor Wright stated “adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time and
place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by advertising a
Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express-Times Warren County Zone and by posting a copy
on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building.”

Present: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President
Palitto, Mayor Wright. Also, present was Attorney Baldwin.

Motion to resume Regular Session by Council President Palitto seconded by Councilman
Marinelli. All in favor.

Attorney Baldwin reported items listed on the Executive Session were discussed with no action
to be taken.

Public Comment - Agenda items only.

John Kecherson — 38 Jade Lane — Asked if the Council would expand on No. 1 under Consent
Agenda on the bid for the pool/park improvements.

Robert Bruce — 11 Harwich Road — Asked if there was any news to report on the sewer
negotiations matter.

Old Business:

Minutes — Motion to approve Executive and Regular Session minutes for December 3, 2025 by
Councilman Belcaro seconded by Council President Palitto. Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President
Palitto, Mayor Wright.

NAYS: None



Consent Agenda:

Motion to adopt this Resolution by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Council President Palitto.
Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President
Palitto, Mayor Mengucci.

NAYS: None

R 25-178

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING CONSENT AGENDA FOR COUNCIL’S
CONSIDERATION

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby approve and authorize a Consent Agenda to move routine items of
business requiring no discussion; and

WHEREAS, there are listed Items one through four on the Consent Agenda.

Contractual — PBA Contract

Contractual — DPW Contract

Contractual — LAA Contract

Attorney/Client Privilege — Lawsuit 110 S. Sixth Street

N S

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, December 16, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Pool/Park Improvement Project — Multiple companies picked up the bid package but only one
bid was submitted. The bid amount exceeded the available funding and therefore rejected.

Resolution No. 25-179 - Compensate members of the Fire Companies who qualify for 2025
Uniform Allowance at $333.00 per member.

R-24-179
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND

STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING A CLOTHING ALLOWANCE FOR QUALIFIED
ACTIVE MEMBERS FOR THE YEAR 2025



WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council created Ordinance 2014-14 to establish yearly a clothing
allowance for qualified active members of the Township’s Fire Departments; and

WHEREAS, the amount shall be fixed from time to time a clothing allowance for damage and
loss sustained in the line of fire duty provided the member attended and answered at least 40% of
the fire duty during the preceding 12 months; and

Jacob Bichler, Damian Ferguson, Trent LaFord, Terry Lawler, James Marinelli, Martin Olsson,
Jr., Kyle Suruda, Jim Fox and Joh VanWetering.

WHEREAS, Mayor and Council decided the amount for the 2025 Budget would $333.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey shall fix a dollar amount of $333.00 for
the 2025 Budget to be paid to every qualified active member of the Fire Department.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, December 16, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Resolution No. 25-180 - Increase hours of Municipal Bldg. Custodian to 25 hours per week
beginning January 1, 2026.

R 25-180

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO INCREASE HOURS OF WORK PER WEEK TO 25 FOR
MAUREEN FAUST MUNICIPAL BUILDING CUSTODIAN

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby authorize the hours of work for Maureen Faust, Municipal Building
Custodian, to increase to 25 per week; and

WHEREAS, the increase of hours will trigger dental benefits for Maureen Faust and Spouse; and

WHEREAS, dental benefits are provided through MetLife and shall be paid for in addition to the
salary.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the increase of hours
per week to 25 and dental benefits for Maureen Faust, Municipal Building Custodian.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, December 16, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Resolution No. 25-181 — Approve Home Improvement Program Homeowner/Program
Agreement for Block 103, Lot 18.

R 25-181

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO APPROVE HOMEOWNER/PROGRAM AGREEMENT
KNOWN AS CASE NO. LOPAT-2506 UNDER THE TOWNSHIP’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY CGP & H BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG
AND LOUISE M. JACQUES LOCATED AT 13 ETHAN PLACE

WHEREAS, the Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New
Jersey established a Home Improvement Program using funds from the Affordable Housing Trust
to improve qualified homes located within the Township; and

WHEREAS, CGP & H administers this program for the Township of Lopatcong and has
approved Township resident Louise M. Jacques residing at 13 Ethan Place to enter into an
agreement with the Township of Lopatcong to perform improvements to the home; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey approve the agreement outlining the
terms and conditions with Louise M. Jacques to perform improvements to the home located at 13
Ethan Place under Case No. LOPAT-2506.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing as a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at their meeting held on Tuesday, December 16, 2025.



Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Resolution No. 25-182 — Authorize Escheating the Premium from TSC2021-013 to the Township
on Block 90, Lot 12.01 in the amount of $18,000.00.

R 25-182

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESCHEATING THE PREMIUM FROM TSC 2021-013 TO THE
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG

WHEREAS, the Final Judgment from the Superior Court of New Jersey Chancery Division:
General Equity Warren County, dated September 26, 2025 with Docket No. F-4606-24 stated that
the complaint which was filed to foreclose by 672 Uniontown Road, LLC had been granted; and

WHEREAS, the owner of Block 90, Lot 12.01 is now 674 Uniontown Road, LLC; and

WHEREAS, Tax Sale Certificate 2021-013, upon its origination had a premium will escheat back
to the Township.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey allow the Chief Financial Officer to move
the $18,000.00 Premium to Miscellaneous Revenue Not Anticipated.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing as a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at their meeting held on Tuesday, December 16, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Payment of Bills: Approve payment of bills on motion by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by
Mayor Wright. Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President
Palitto, Mayor Wright.

NAYS: None

Public Comment:
Adjournment — Motion by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman Marinelli. All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,



Margaret B. Dilts, MMC William D. Wright
Clerk/Administrator Mayor



