
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES 
7:00 pm 

 
July 23, 2025 

Chairman Samson called the Planning Board Meeting to order. 
 
A Prayer was offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance. 
 
Chairman Samson stated “Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time 
and place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by 
advertising a Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express-Times and by posting a copy on the 
bulletin board in the Municipal Building.” 
 
Present:  Members Caughy, George, Mengucci, Palitto, Weeks, Vice-Chairwoman DiLeo, 
Chairman Samson.  
 
Old Business: 
 
Minutes – Approve minutes of June 25, 2025 on motion by Member Caughy, seconded by Vice-
Chairwoman DiLeo.  All in favor: 
AYES:  Members Caughy, George, Mengucci, Palitto, Vice-Chairwoman DiLeo, Chairman 
Samson 
NAYS:  None 
ABSTAIN:  Member Weeks 
 
Resolution - Lopatcong School District – Parking Expansion Project.   
 

RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING BOARD OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
LOPATCONG, WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, 

REVIEWING LOPATCONG’S SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION 
PARKING EXPANSION PROJECT 

 
Application No. 
 
WHEREAS, THE LOPATCONG SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION 
(hereinafter referred to as “Applicant”), has made application to the Planning Board of the 
Township of Lopatcong Planning Board (hereinafter referred to as “Board”) pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
40:55D-31 for review of a proposed parking expansion project at the Lopatcong Township 
Elementary School located at 263 Route 57 within the Township of Lopatcong and designated on 
the Tax Map of the Township of Lopatcong as Block 95, Lot 44; and 
 
WHEREAS, a hearing was held on this matter on June 25, 2025, at which time the 
matter was opened for public comment and no public comment was received; and 



 
WHEREAS, Anthony Gianforcaro, A.I.A.P.E., of Gianforcaro Architects, Engineers &amp; 
Planners, appeared on behalf of the Board of Education as did Israel Marmolejos, the 
Superintendent of the Lopatcong Township School District, all of whom were sworn; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Gianforcaro testified that the Applicant is proposing additional parking 
within the loop road servicing the school and identified the sites that are proposed to provide 20 
additional parking spaces, including the addition of light pole lighting and identified the location 
of same. Mr. Gianforcaro further testified that the project will have less than 5,000 square feet of 
disturbance and will represent approximately 3,200 square feet of additional coverage; and 
 
WHEREAS, Israel Marmolejos testified that the project is being undertaken to try and 
limit congestion and traffic backups during student pick-up at drop-off periods and further 
recognized that the project will require the removal of two trees. Mr. Marmolejos indicated that 
the Board of Education would comply with the Township’s tree removal ordinance and standards 
as a condition of the project; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board Engineer has provided certain comments and the Applicant shall 
consult with the Board Engineer as necessary as the project develops; and 
WHEREAS, the Board finds that the proposed project is not inconsistent with the 
Township’s Master Plan and zoning ordinance. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Board of the Township of 
Lopatcong, that it determines the project is consistent with the Master Plan of the Township of 
Lopatcong and recommends that the project be performed as proposed and subject to tree 
replacement requirements as set forth within the Township’s tree replacement ordinance. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

The foregoing is a true copy of the Resolution adopted by the Planning Board of the 
Township of Lopatcong at its meeting of July 23 , 2025. 
 
Date: July 23, 2025 _________________________________________ 

Margaret B. Dilts, Planning Board Secretary 
 
Motion to adopt Resolution of approval by Member Mengucci, seconded by Member George.  
Roll call vote:   
AYES:  Members Caughy, George, Mengucci, Palitto, Weeks, Vice-Chairwoman DiLeo, 
Chairman Samson 
NAYS:  None 
 
Resolution - Precast Manufacturing Co. – Block 100, Lot 6.02. Extension of Time on 
Application approved by the Board 12/20/2021.  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING BOARD OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
LOPATCONG, WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, GRANTING 



PRECAST MANUFACTURING COMPANY AN EXTENSION OF FINAL 
MAJOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL CONCERNING PROPERTY 

LOCATED AT 187 STRYKERS ROAD AND DESIGNATED AS BLOCK 
100, LOT 6.02 

 
Application No. LPB-073 
 

WHEREAS, PRECAST MANUFACTURING COMPANY (hereinafter referred to as 
“Applicant”), has applied to the Township of Lopatcong Planning Board (hereinafter referred to 
as “Board”) for an extension of Major Preliminary and Final Site Plan Approval and associated 
variance relief for the construction of a 735 square foot addition to a pre-existing building with 
associated ingress, parking and site improvements pertaining to premises located at 187 Strykers 
Road in the Township of Lopatcong and as designated on the Tax Map of the Township of 
Lopatcong as Block 100, Lot 6.02 (hereinafter referred to as “Subject Property”), and as located 
within the ROM Zone District; and 

 
WHEREAS, by Resolution memorialized by the Board in January, 2021, the Applicant 

was granted Preliminary and Final Major Site Plan Approval and associated variance relief 
pertaining to this project on the Subject Property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this application falls under the jurisdiction of the Board for approval pursuant 
to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-52.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Applicant was represented by William R. Edleston, Esq.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on the application on June 25, 2025, at which time 
the matter was opened by the Board for public comment and no public comment was received; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, Mr. Edleston appeared on behalf of the Applicant and indicated that the 
Applicant is seeking an extension of the approvals and noting that the development of the project 
was disrupted by the COVID health emergency and related disruptions to supply chain as well as 
other business impacts affecting the Applicant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board notes that the underlying zoning of the ROM Zone District has not 
been amended such to affect the originally approved application and relief granted by the Board. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Board of the Township of 
Lopatcong, that it is satisfied that the Applicant has demonstrated appropriate cause for the 
extension of the approvals as previously granted and is satisfied that the extension request is 



appropriate. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Planning Board of the Township of Lopatcong 
as follows: 
 

1.  The Preliminary and Final Site Plan Approval and associated variance relief granted to 
the Applicant, and the terms thereof, are extended for a period to conclude on March 7, 2027. 
 

2.  This approval is subject to and upon the following conditions: 
 

A.  The Applicant shall comply with any and all conditions, requirements and 
agreements as set forth within this Resolution, as well as any and all representations made 
to the Board.  Further, Applicant shall comply with all comments and conditions set forth 
within the reports of the Board professionals and Township employees as provided to the 
Applicant and satisfy continuing conditions from the preliminary and final site plan 
approval as originally granted. 
 
B. The Applicant shall satisfy and post any and all required escrows and inspection 
fees with the Township and shall further ensure that all outstanding taxes pertaining to the 
property are appropriately paid. 
 
C. The Applicant shall be required to comply with any and all conditions of prior 
approvals including the preliminary and final site plan approval and the terms of such 
approvals not being amended by virtue of this extension. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

 The foregoing is a true copy of the Resolution adopted by the Planning Board of the 
Township of Lopatcong at its meeting of July 23, 2025. 
 
Date:   July 23, 2025   _________________________________________   
    Margaret B. Dilts, Planning Board Secretary 
 
Motion to adopt Resolution of approval by Member Caughy, seconded by Vice-Chairwoman 
DiLeo.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Members Caughy, George, Mengucci, Palitto, Weeks, Vice-Chairwoman DiLeo, 
Chairman Samson 
NAYS:  None 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting by Vice-Chairwoman DiLeo, seconded by Member Caughy.  All 
in favor. 
 



Motion to adjourn the meeting by Member Palitto, seconded by Vice-Chairwoman DiLeo.  All in 
favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Margaret B. Dilts 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


