
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
REGULAR MEETING 

                      MINUTES  
                                     6:30 pm Executive Session/7:30 pm Regular Session 

 
October 7, 2025 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Lopatcong Township Council was called to order by Mayor Wright.  
The meeting was held in the Municipal Building located at 232 S. Third St., Phillipsburg, New 
Jersey. 

A Prayer was offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Wright stated “adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time and 
place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by advertising a 
Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express-Times Warren County Zone and by posting a copy 
on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building.” 
 
Present:  Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, Mayor 
Wright.  Also, present were Attorney Baldwin and Engineer Wisniewski. 

Motion to resume Regular Session by Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman 
Marinelli.  All in favor. 

Attorney Baldwin reported items listed on the Executive Session were discussed with no action 
to be taken.   

Public Comment - Agenda items only – no comments.  
 
Old Business: 

Minutes – Motion to approve Executive and Regular Session minutes for September 3, 2025 by 
Council president Palitto, seconded by Councilman McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance No. 2025-13 – Second reading and public hearing to Vacate any Utility Rights 
Retained upon Vacation of Alley by Ordinance no. 75 (1956).  Motion by Councilman Marinelli 
to hold a public hearing, seconded by Mayor Wright. All in favor.  No comments from the public.  
Motion to close the public hearing by Councilman McQuade, seconded by Council President 
Palitto.  All in favor. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-13 

 

               SECOND NOTICE OF AN ORDINANCE 

 

NOTICE is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, held on Tuesday, October 7, 2025 at the 
Municipal Building, 232 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, the following Ordinance 
was presented and passed on the final reading.  The Ordinance was then ordered to be published 
according to law by title only.   

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG,  

COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY  

TO VACATE ANY UTILITY RIGHTS RETAINED UPON  



VACATION OF AN ALLEY BY ORDINANCE NO. 75 (1956) 

             
Said Ordinance may be read and inspected at any time at the Office of the Municipal Clerk, 
Lopatcong Township Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey Monday 
through Friday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

 

Motion to adopt this Ordinance on second reading by Councilman McQuade, seconded by 
Councilman Marinelli.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to approve Consent Agenda by Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman 
Marinelli.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
 

R 25-142 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING CONSENT AGENDA FOR COUNCIL’S 

CONSIDERATION 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby approve and authorize a Consent Agenda to move routine items of 
business requiring no discussion; and 

WHEREAS, there are listed Items one through sixteen on the Consent Agenda. 

1. Resolution to terminate the participation in the State Health Benefits Program. 
2. Resolution to join New Jersey Solutions Insurance Fund and Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield 

of New Jersey. 
3. Authorize Mayor to execute the Health Insurance Fund Indemnity and Trust Agreement with 

NJ. Solutions Joint Health Insurance Fund. 
4. Resolution to release satisfied mortgage loan held on Block 26, Lot 15 from Home 

Rehabilitation Program from August 9, 2010. 
5. Resolution Authorizing the Cancellation of Certain Sewer Operating Fund Appropriations 

that are no longer necessary for loan interest amount of $11.16 and loan principal amount of 
$20.84. 

6. Resolution Authorizing the Cancellation of Certain Current Fund Appropriations that are no 
longer necessary in the amount of $1,895.94. 

7. Resolution to hire Zachary Vine as a permanent part-time Laborer in the Department of 
Public Works. 

8. Approve membership to the Delaware Park Chemical Engine Company No. 1 for Lukas 
Schappert pursuant to Fire Chief Lawler’s request. 

9. Approve membership to Strykers Fire House No. 2 for Sean Pisani pursuant to Fire Chief 
Lawler’s request. 



10. Resolution to Issue a Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 138 Lot 22 in the amount of 
$21.74. 

11. Resolution Authorizing Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2024-011 on Block 138 Lot 
22 in the amount of $3,289.13, premium $1,500.00. 

12. Renew Lease Agreement with Hunterdon EMS at 1300 Belvidere Road property. 
13. Resolution to award K&S Paving the project to replace 235 curb heads in the amount of 

$47,000.00 to be completed in 2025. 
14. Resolution to award Lopatcong’s House Rehabilitation bid to Block 23, Lot 1 in the amount 

of $18,400.00 to A-Plus Construction, Inc. 
15. Authorize Partial Payment Application #2 and Final, Change Order No.1 in the amount of 

$45,562.50 inclusive of the Change Order amount for Samson Concrete & Masonry for the 
Park Pool Demolition. 

16. Authorize Phillipsburg High School us of the Parking Lot at the Lopatcong Park for their 
annual HWS and Skylands cross country meets on October 14 and 23, 2025. A Certificate of 
Insurance will be provided. 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, October 7, 2025. 

          

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution – Terminate the participation in the State Health Benefits Program.   
 
Resolution No. 25-143 – Join New Jersey Solutions Insurance Fund and Horizon Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of New Jersey. 
 

R 25-143 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO JOIN THE NJ SOLUTIONS JOINT HEALTH INSURANCE 

FUND 

WHEREAS, a number of public entities in the State of New Jersey have joined together to form 
the NJ Solutions Joint Health Insurance Fund, hereafter referred to as the “Fund”, as permitted by 
N.J.A.C. 11:15-3.1 et seq., N.J.S.A. 17:1-8.1 et. Seq., and N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36 et., seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the Fund was approved to become operational by the Department of Banking and 
Insurance and the Department of Community Affairs (collectively, the “Departments”) and has 
been operational since that date; and 

WHEREAS, the statutes and regulations governing the creation and operation of a joint insurance 
fund in the State of New Jersey contain certain restrictions and safeguards in connection with the 
administration of the public interest entrusted to such a Fund; and 

WHEREAS, the governing body of Lopatcong Township, hereinafter referred to as “Local Unit” 
has studied the feasibility of joining the Fund and has determined that membership in the fund is 
in the best interest of the Local Unit. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the Local Unit hereby agrees 
and authorizes the following: 

i.  Execution of the application for membership to the Fund, including any and all 
documents and/or certifications as may be necessary, in order for the Local Unit to 
complete the application process and join the Fund. 



ii. The Local Unit shall become a member of the Fund for an initial period outlined in the 
Local Unit’s Indemnity and Trust Agreement, subject to the approval of the Fund 
Commissioners, which in no event shall exceed three (3) years as prescribed in 
N.J.A.C. 11:15-3.3(a). 

iii. The Local Unit shall participate in the following type(s) of coverage(s) offered by the 
Fund:  Health Insurance and/or Prescription Insurance and/or Dental Insurance and/or 
Medicare Advantage/Employer Group Waiver Program as defined pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
17B:17-4, the Fund’s Bylaws, and Plan of Risk Management. 

iv. Adoption and approval of the Fund’s Bylaws, a true and correct copy of which is 
annexed hereto as Attachment A, which has been approved by the Departments. 

v. Execution of the Local Unit’s Indemnity and Trust Agreement, a true and correct copy 
of which is annexed hereto as Attachment B, which has been approved by the 
Departments. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the governing body of the Local Unit certifies, pursuant 
to N.J.A.C. 11:15-3.3(a), that the Local Unit has never defaulted on claims under a self-insured 
plan and that it has not had its insurance cancelled for nonpayment of premium for a period of 
at least two (2) years prior to this application. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the governing body of the Local Unit is authorized and 
directed to execute  the Indemnity and Trust Agreement and such other documents signifying 
membership in the Fund as required by the Fund’s Bylaws, and to deliver these documents to 
the Fund’s Executive Director with the express reservation that these documents shall become 
effective only upon acceptance of the Fund’s By-laws as prescribed in N.J.A.C. 11:15-3.3(a). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect upon its passage. 

ADOPTED: _______________    _______________________ 

        Mayor William D. Wright 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, October 7, 2025. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

 

NJ Solutions Joint Health Insurance Fund – Authorize Mayor Wright to execute Health 
Insurance Fund Indemnity and Trust Agreement. 

Resolution No. 25-144 – Release satisfied mortgage loan held on Block 26, Lot 15 from Home 
Rehabilitation Program from August 9, 2010. 

R 25-144 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A MORTGAGE RELEASE 

FOR BLOCK 26, LOT 15 COMMONLY KNOWN AS 709 BELVIDERE ROAD, 
PHILLIPSBURG, NJ  

WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong entered into a loan agreement under the Township’s 
Home Rehabilitation Program with the property owner of Block 26, Lot 15 commonly known as 
709 Belvidere Road, Phillipsburg, New Jersey 08865 on August 9, 2010; and 

WHEREAS, the loan was in the total amount of Twenty-One Thousand Three Hundred Nin Dollars 
($21,309.00); and 



WHEREAS, to secure the loan, a mortgage was executed and recorded with the Warren County 
Clerk on August 12, 2010, in Deed Book 5355, Page 196; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Council has been advised that the loan has been fully satisfied and that 
the mortgage should therefore be released of record; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Council finds it in the best interest of the Township of Lopatcong to 
authorize the execution and recording of a Mortgage Release to discharge said mortgage. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Lopatcong, 
County of Warren and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. The Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute, on behalf 
of the Township of Lopatcong, a Mortgage Release discharging the mortgage recorded on 
August 12, 2010 in the Warren County Clerk’s Office in Deed Book 5355, Page 196, 
pertaining to Block 26, Lot 15, also known as 709 Belvidere Road, Phillipsburg, New 
Jersey 08865. 

2. The Township Attorney is authorized to take all necessary actions to effectuate the release, 
including the filing of the executed Mortgage Release with the Warren County Clerk. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, October 7, 2025. 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 25-145 – Cancellation of Certain Sewer Operating Fund Appropriations that are 
no longer necessary for loan interest amount of $11.16 and loan principal amount of $20.84. 

R 25-145 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF CERTAIN SEWER 

OPERATING FUND APPROPRIATIONS THAT ARE NO LONGER NECESSARY 

WHEREAS, certain Sewer Operating Fund appropriations have funding that are no longer 
necessary; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey that the following unexpended balances 
hereby be cancelled: 

 USDA Loan Interest Amount:  $11.6  Cancel To:  Sewer Operating Fund Balance 

 USDA Loan Principal Amount:  $20.84 Cancel To:  Sewer Operating Fund Balance 

 

CERTIFICATION  

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, October 7, 2025. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 



Resolution No. 25-146 – Authorizing the Cancellations of Certain Current Fund Appropriations 
that are no longer necessary in the amount of $1,895.94. 

R 25-146 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF CERTAIN CURRENT 

FUND APPROPRIATIONS THAT ARE NO LONGER NECESSARY 

WHEREAS, certain Current Fund appropriations have funding that are no longer necessary; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey that the following unexpended balances 
hereby be cancelled: 

 Note Interest Amount - $1,895.94  Cancel To:  Current Fund Balance 

CERTIFICATION  

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, October 7, 2025. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 25-147 – Hire Zachary Vine as a permanent part-time Laborer in the Department 
of Public Works.  

R 25-147 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING HIRE OF ZACHERY VINE AS LABORER PART-

TIME IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey authorize the hire of Zachery Vine part-time as Laborer in the Department of 
Public Works; and 

WHEREAS, Zachery Vine will work up to 37.5 hours per week at the hourly rate as stipulated in 
the salary resolution; and 

WHEREAS, Zachery Vine will earn prorated vacation and sick time which will be evaluated on 
an on-going basis. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the hire of Richard 
Kisselbach part-time in the Department of Public Works. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, October 7, 2025. 

 

       Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Delaware Park Engine Co., No. 1 – Approve membership for Lukas Schappert pursuant to Fire 
Chief Lawler’s recommendation. 



Strykers Road Fire House No. 2 – Approve membership for Sean Pisani pursuant to Fire Chief 
Lawler’s recommendation. 

Resolution No. 25-148 – Issue a Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 138, Lot 22 in the 
amount of $21.74. 

R 25-148 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 138, LOT 22 

WHEREAS, it has been found that on September 2, 2025, Cotality on behalf of the resident’s 
mortgage company, redeemed Tax Sale Certificate 2024-011 in the amount of $3,310.87 for Block 
138, Lot 22; and 

WHEREAS, the actual amount to redeem through October 7, 2025 is $3,289.13; and 

WHEREAS, the resident is an Exempt Veteran which furthermore resulted in an overpayment on 
the Quarter 4 2025 taxes in the amount of $21.74. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a  
refund in the amount of $21.74 to:  Cotality, 3001 Hackberry Road, Irving, TX 75063. 

 CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, October 7, 2025. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Council Reports: 

Councilman McQuade – No report. 

Councilman Marinelli – No report. 

Council President Palitto – Reported Community Day was held on the rain date and went well. 
Thanks to DPW, Police Dept., Fire Dept, Phillipsburg Emergency Squad, Recreation Committee.  
The Townwide Yard Sale raised $680.00 for the fire departments.  The 5K walk/run was cancelled 
due to low participation.  Will try again next year.  Thanked his wife, Julie for all her help with the 
events. 
Mayor Wright – Noted Community Day was a nice day.  Thanked Brian and his guys for their hard 
work, thanked the Chief of Police for his officers taking part as well. 
 
Engineer Wisniewski:  Reported that the repairs to Fox Farm Road are moving along – last month 
a meeting with the NJDEP and Highlands Council for permitting on the project. Next steps will be 
to prepare a scope of work for approval for submission to the state for authorization to go to 
construction on that project.  The pool demolition project is closed out with a few final cleanup 
items. Pickleball court construction is very close to completion. Stonehenge Drive Improvement 
Project was awarded at the last Council Meeting and a preconstruction meeting is scheduled. This 
is a three-week project, weather depending.  The public works garage project is complete with 
some remaining punch list items to be addressed.  The South Fifth Street curb improvements will 
be a few weeks before Thanksgiving.   

Mayor Wright – Noted that scrolling through the internet and a local resident was yelling fire about 
the warehouse off of 22, and stated the Township’s position has not changed; we have not sent a 
letter to change position.  The developer is engaged with the Highlands, not the Township.   



Chief of Police Garcia -Reported and increase with electric scooters and bikes within the Township 
and would like an ordinance relating to regulating electric bikes and scooters.   The traffic report 
for September involved 370 motor vehicle stops and 58% were issued a traffic citation and out of 
those, 33% were overweight tractor trailers. 

DPW Superintendent Weeks – Reported the main squad door has been replaced. There will be a 
code entry installed.  Thanked the Township of Harmony for storing salt at their facility while the 
paving was being completed at the garage.  Vine Alley is going to be paved from N. Third Street 
in with curbing being replaced.   

Approve Department Reports – Council President Palitto made a motion seconded by 
Councilman Marinelli to approve all department reports.  All in favor. 

Payment of Bills – Clerk Dilts noted one exception to withdrawal NJ Dept. of Vital Statistics 
payment.  Motion to approve with change by Councilman Marinelli, seconded by Councilman 
McQuade. Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Sam Joseph – Appeared for relief for his fencing permit.  Location is 37 Haze Way – Fence was 
not approved because the fence was being proposed within a drainage easement or piping and 
structures and therefore denied.  Attorney Baldwin said let the Township look at this and a 
determination would be made at the next meeting.   
 
Pam Thomas – 6 Wordsworth Lane – Thank you to the Township from the Girl Scouts – Friday 
night the pavilion was used for recruitment and outdoor night.  Thanked Fire Chief Lawler and 
Patty Segeda who paved the way for their event. 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilman McQuade, seconded by Mayor Wright.  All in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Margaret B. Dilts, MMC     William D. Wright 
Clerk/Administrator      Mayor 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


