
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
REGULAR MEETING 

                      AGENDA  
                                     6:30 pm Executive Session/7:30 pm Regular Session 

 
August 6, 2025 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Lopatcong Township Council was called to order by Mayor Wright.  
The meeting was held in the Municipal Building located at 232 S. Third St., Phillipsburg, New 
Jersey. 

A Prayer was offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Wright stated “adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time and 
place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by advertising a 
Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express-Times Warren County Zone and by posting a copy 
on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building.” 
 
Present:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto.  Also, present were Attorney Baldwin and Engineer Wisniewski. 

Motion to resume Regular Session by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman Marinelli.  
All in favor. 

Attorney Baldwin summarized Executive Session that Items one through four were discussed – 
no action taken. 

Public Comment - Agenda items only – no comments.  
 
Old Business: 
 
Minutes – Approve Executive and Regular Sessions for July 1, 2025.  Motion to approve the minutes by 
Councilman McQuade, seconded by Councilman Marinelli.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto 
NAYS:  None 
ABSTAIN:  Councilman Belcaro 
 
New Business: 
 
Ordinance No. 2025-12 – To Establish Overtime Rate for Class II Police Officer.  
 

2025-12  
 

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH CIVIL SERVICE TITLE AND SET THE SALARIES, 
RETAINERS AND WAGE RANGES OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES IN THE TOWNSHIP OF 

LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of 
New Jersey that the salaries, retainers and wage rates of officers and employees are as follows: 
 
 TITLE       SALARY RANGE 
 
  
 Police Officer 
 Class II – Third Party Overtime Rate    $49.32 – Yearly % Increase 
  
 



This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication according to law 
(N.J.S.A. 40:69A-181(b)). 
 

NOTICE 
 

NOTICE is hereby given that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced to pass on first reading at a 
regular meeting of the Council of the Township of Lopatcong held on August 6, 2025 and ordered 
published in accordance with the law.  Said Ordinance will be considered for final reading and 
adoption at a regular meeting of the Township Council to be held on September 3, 2025 at 7:30 
pm or as soon thereafter as the Township Council may hear this Ordinance in the Municipal 
Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, at which time all persons interested may 
appear for or against the passage of said Ordinance.  
 
  
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Resolution No. 25-114 - Adopt Consent Agenda items one through thirteen.  Motion to approve 
by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto. 
NAYS:  None 

R 25-114 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING CONSENT AGENDA FOR COUNCIL’S 

CONSIDERATION 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby approve and authorize a Consent Agenda to move routine items of 
business requiring no discussion; and 

WHEREAS, there are listed Items one through thirteen on the Consent Agenda. 

1. Resolution authorizing the Cancellation of Uncollectable Property Taxes due to Exempt 
Status for 2025 – Principal $6,914.05 and 2026 – Principal $6,791.27.  

2. Resolution accepting Increase in Bid Threshold pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3 for 
Qualified Purchasing Agent bid threshold is increased to $53,000.00 and the quote 
threshold shall be $7,950.00. 

3. Resolution to memorialize hire of Lou Hardy, Jr. as Zoning Official pursuant to Civil 
Service procedures. 

4. Resolution to memorialize hire of Ralph Price for various Subcode/Inspector services 
pursuant to Civil Service procedures. 

5. Resolution to award Fall Cleanup to Casella Waste Services pursuant to the lowest quote 
for costs. 

6. Resolution to appoint Patty Segeda as Alternate Registrar of Vital Statistics.  
7. Resolution authorizing an extension for the Grace Period for the 2025 Third Quarter 

Taxes until August 22, 2025. 
8. Resolution to Issue a Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 114, Lot 24 in the amount 

of $1,613.73. 
9. Resolution to Issue a Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 86.07, Lot 29 due to a 

Disabled Veteran Exemption in the amount $687.73. 



10. Resolution to Issue a Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 99, Lot 148 Qualification 
C0628 in the amount of $1,015.58. 

11. Resolution to Issue a Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 61, Lot 5 in the amount 
$71.88. 

12. Resolution to authorize Mayor Wright to Execute MOU with the County of Warren and 
Warren County Sheriff’s Office to provide special traffic detail and other services as 
necessary. 

13. Approve membership to Strykers Fire Station No. 2 for Gerald Naviello as recommended 
by Fire Chief Lawler.  

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025. 

          

         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 25-115 – Authorize Cancellation of Uncollectable Property Taxes due to Exempt 
Status for 2025 – Principal $6,914.05 and 2026 – Principal $6,791.27.  
 

R 25-115 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF UNCOLLECTABLE 

PROPERTY TAXES DUE TO EXEMPT STATUS 
 

WHEREAS, the property located at Block 30 Lot 1, commonly known as 1301 Belvidere Road 
has been acquired by the Township of Lopatcong; and 
 
WHEREAS, as municipally owned property, 1301 Belvidere Road is exempt from property 
taxes as follows; and  
 
 2025 - $6,914.05 Principal 
 2026 - $6,791.27 Principal 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Council wishes to cancel the outstanding taxes due and owing on the 
property to the extent such taxes are due and owing to the Township. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that the Township Tax collector is authorized 
to cancel the outstanding taxes due and owing to the Township on Block 30 Lot 1, commonly 
known as 1301 Belvidere Road.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Tax Collector  of the Township of Lopatcong is hereby 
authorized to take all reasonable and necessary steps to effectuate this resolution. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk for the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025. 
 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 



Resolution No. 25-116 -  Accept Increase in Bid Threshold pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3 for 
Qualified Purchasing Agent bid threshold is increased to $53,000.00 and the quote threshold 
shall be $7,950.00. 
 

R-25-116 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE INCREASE IN BID THRESHOLD 

PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3, the State Treasurer increased the minimum bid 
threshold to $53,000.00 for the execution of contracts without public bid by the Qualified 
Purchasing Agent when said contracts do not exceed $53,000.00 in aggregate for the contract 
year in those municipalities whose purchasing agents possess a Qualified Purchasing Agent 
(QPA) certificate awarded by the Division of Local Government Services; and 
 
WHEREAS, as a result the new quote threshold for the above noted municipalities with a 
Qualified Purchasing Agent (QPA) is now $7,950.00 (15% of the $53,000 QPA bid threshold); 
and  
  
WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong has had an appointed Qualified Purchasing Agent 
(QPA) as required under N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3 and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-9; and    
 
WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong finds it is in the interest of efficiency and economy for 
the Township of Lopatcong to continue with the increase in the bid threshold as a result the 
quote threshold, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3; and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Township of Lopatcong, 
County of Warren, State of New Jersey, that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3, that its bid threshold 
is increased to $53,000.00 and as a result the quote threshold shall be $7,950.00; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such contracts as may be awarded under this Resolution 
shall comply with all other applicable laws, including but not limited to certification of funds by 
the Chief Financial Officer where required. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk for the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025. 
 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-117 -  Memorialize hire of Lou Hardy, Jr. as Zoning Official pursuant to 
Civil Service procedures. 
 

R 25-117 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN 
AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY MEMORIALIZING THE  PROVISIONAL 

APPOINTMENT OF LOU HARDY, JR. AS ZONING OFFICIAL PART-TIME 
PENDING CIVIL SERVICE PROCEDURES 

 



WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Township of Lopatcong to appoint a part-time Zoning 
Officer; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lou Hardy, Jr., meets the qualifications and experience to be appointed to this 
position in the inspection and enforcement of zoning and/or building construction  
laws and regulations; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lou Hardy, Jr. shall work up to 12 hours per week and shall be paid the rate 
established in the Salary Ordinance; and  
 
WHEREAS, Lou Hardy, Jr., began employment with the Township of Lopatcong on July 17, 
2025; and 
 
WHEREAS,  Lou Hardy, Jr., will enroll in classes through Rutgers University Center for 
Government Services to obtain the Zoning Official’s License. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey that Lou Hardy, Jr., be appointed Zoning 
Officer, part-time pursuant to Civil Service procedures and shall work up to 12 hours per week 
and shall be paid at a rate established in the Salary Ordinance.   
 

CERTIFICATION 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk, of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren  
and State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a  
Resolution adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025. 

 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC  

 
Resolution No. 25-118 - Memorialize hire of Ralph Price for various Subcode/Inspector services 
pursuant to Civil Service procedures. 
 

R 25-118 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN 
AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY MEMORIALIZING HIRE OF RALPH PRICE PART-

TIME AS A FIRE SUBCODE OFFICIAL AND PLUMBING SUBCODE OFFICIAL 
PURSUANT TO CIVIL SERVICE PROCEDURES 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Township of Lopatcong to appoint a part-time Fire Subcode 
and Plumbing Subcode Official; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ralph Price, meets the qualifications and experience and holds the required licenses 
from the State of New Jersey, Dept. of Community Affairs Uniform Construction Code to be 
appointed to these positions; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ralph Price holds Licenses as Construction Official, Building Subcode HHS, 
Electrical Subcode HHS, Plumbing Subcode HHS, Fire Subcode HHS and Mechanical IMS; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ralph Price shall work up to 4 hours per week and shall be paid the rate established 
in the Salary Ordinance; and  
 
WHEREAS, Ralph Price will fill in for the Construction Department at such times where there is 
a need; and 



 
WHEREAS, Ralph Price shall begin employment with the Township of Lopatcong on August 5, 
2025; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey that Ralph Price be appointed to these 
part-time positions pursuant to Civil Service procedures and shall work up to 4 hours per week 
and shall be paid at a rate established in the Salary Ordinance.   
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-119 - Award Fall Cleanup to Casella Waste Services pursuant to the lowest 
quote for costs. 
 

R 25-119 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ACCEPT QUOTE FROM CASELLA WASTE SERVICES FOR 

THE TOWNSHIP ANNUAL FALL-CLEANUP  
 

WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of Lopatcong County of Warren and State of 
New Jersey holds a fall-cleanup annually; and 
 
WHEREAS, quotes were received from Sanico and Casella Waste Services; and 
 
WHEREAS, Casella Waste Services has submitted the best quote for cleanup services: 
 
Trash Containers - $235 per haul, $85 per ton disposal 
Scrap Metal Containers - $345 per haul 
Scrap revenue goes back to Lopatcong Township 
Electronic Containers 
$2,065.00 per container 
Packers - $675 per, $85per ton disposal 
 
WHEREAS, said services are exempt from public bid under the Local Public Contract Laws 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11, et. Seq., as being below the bid threshold; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township has accepted the quotation for services to be paid for through Clean 
Communities Grant, Recycling Grant and the 2025 Operating Budget. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to proceed with services to be provided 
by Casella Waste Services for the annual fall cleanup. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 



I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025. 
 
 
         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-120 -  to appoint Patty Segeda as Alternate Registrar of Vital Statistics.  
 

R 25-120 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPOINTING PATRICIA SEGEDA AS ALTERNATE DEPUTY 

REGISTRAR OF VITAL STATISTICS 
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 26:8-7, the Registrar of Vital Statistics 
may appoint an Alternate Deputy Registrars if the local Registrar deems such an appointment to 
be necessary for the office to function efficiently and to provide quality service to the public; and  
 
WHEREAS, Margaret Dilts, Municipal Clerk and Registrar of the Township of Lopatcong, 
appoints Patricia Segeda as Alternate Deputy Registrar; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby confirm the appointment of 
Patricia Segeda as Alternate Deputy Registrar.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be immediately certified and 
forwarded to the State Registrar of Vital Statistics, New Jersey Department of Health, Office of 
Vital Statistics and Registry. 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk, of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025. 

 
 
         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC  

 
Resolution No. 25-121 - Authorize an extension for the Grace Period for the 2025 Third Quarter 
Taxes until August 22, 2025. 
 

25-121 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING EXTENDING THE GRACE PERIOD FOR THE 

2025 THIRD QUARTER TAXES 
 
WHEREAS, the annual tax bills were not mailed by the statutory mailing date pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 54:4-66; and 
 
WHEREAS, the mailing of the annual tax bills occurred July 25, 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Statute, no interest may be charged until after 25 days of mailing. 
 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, that the third installment of the 2025 tax 
bills shall be due and payable by August 22, 2025 without penalty. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025.  
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-122 - Issue a Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 114, Lot 24 in the 
amount of $1,613.73. 
 

25-122 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 114 LOT 24 
 
WHEREAS, it has been found that, on April 28, 2025, the resident’s title company paid 
$1,613.73 for 2nd Quarter 2025 taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has also been found that, on May 7, 2025, the resident’s mortgage company paid 
$1,613.73 for the 2nd Quarter 2025 taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS, this has resulted in an overpayment on the account in the amount of $1,613.73; and 
 
WHEREAS, a refund has been requested by the Title Company. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a 
refund in the amount of $1,613.73 to:  RealSafe Title, LLC, 111 Littleton Road, Suite 301, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025. 
 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-123 -  Issue a Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 86.07, Lot 29 due to 
a Disabled Veteran Exemption in the amount $687.73. 
R 

R 25-123 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR BLOCK 

86.07 LOT 29 DUE TO A DISABLED VETERAN EXEMPTION 
 
 



WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor has approved a Disabled Veteran Exemption for the resident of 
Block 86.07 Lot 29, on 6/06/2025;  
 
WHEREAS, due to the Exemption Status property taxes will be cancelled as follows: 
   
    Quarter 2 2025 - $   687.73 
    Quarter 3 2025 - $2,877.89 
    Quarter 4 2025 - $2,877.88 
    Quarter 1 2026 - $2,826.78 
    Quarter 2 2026 - $2,826.78 
 
 
WHEREAS, the 2nd Quarter 2025 property taxes were paid on April 9, 2025 in the amount of 
$2,775.67, resulting in an overpayment. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, on this 6th day of August, 2025 that the Mayor and 
Council of the Township of Lopatcong hereby authorizes the Tax Collector to cancel the taxes 
and the Chief Financial Officer to refund the overpayment in the amount of $687.73 to:  Paul & 
Merete Paetzell, 13 Plaza Road, Phillipsburg, NJ 08865. 
 
     CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-124 - Issue a Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 99, Lot 148 
Qualification C0628 in the amount of $1,015.58. 
 

R 25-124 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 99, LOT 148 QUALIFICATION C0628 
 

WHEREAS, it has been found that on April 28, 2025, the resident’s title company paid $1,015.58 
for 2nd Quarter 2025 taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has also been found that on May 7, 2025, the resident’s mortgage company paid 
$1,015.58 for the 2nd Quarter 2025 taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS, a refund has been requested by the title company. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVLED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, 
County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a refund in the 
amount of $1,015.58 to:  Majestic Title Agency, LLC, 472 Route 22 West, Whitehouse Station, 
NJ 08889. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 



I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-125 - Issue a Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 61, Lot 5 in the 
amount $71.88. 

R 25-125 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 61, LOT 5 
 

WHEREAS, Warren County Appeal No. 15-2500008L awarded that the judgement be entered for 
the reduction of the 2025 assessment to be reduced by $139,000.00 for Block 61, Lot 5 also known 
as 857 US Highway Route 22; and 
 
WHEREAS, once the rate had been struck and after applying the judgment to the tax account it 
resulted in an overpayment of the Quarter 3, 2025 taxes in the amount of $35.94 and Quarter 4, 
2025 taxes in the amount of $35.94; and 
 
WHEREAS, a refund has been requested by the attorney on behalf of the resident. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, 
County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a refund in the 
amount of $71.88 to:  EFM Phillipsburg Route 22, LLC, c/o Matrix, 3 Centre Drive, Monroe, NJ 
08831. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-126 - Authorize Mayor Wright to Execute MOU with the County of Warren 
and Warren County Sheriff’s Office to provide special traffic detail and other services as 
necessary. 
 

R 25-126 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZE MAYOR WILLIAM WRIGHT TO EXECUTE A MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING FOR ASSIGNMENT OF SHERIFF’S OFFICERS TO SPECIAL TRAFFIC 
DETAIL 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New 
Jersey have engaged in discussions with Warren County Officials and the Warren County Sheriff’s Office 
regarding assistance with respect to enforcement of traffic regulations on local and county roads as well as 
provide assistance that involves serious and time-consuming non-traffic matters; and 



WHEREAS, the parties recognize the importance of providing police and law enforcement with the means 
and tools necessary to effectively protect safety of local roadways and of the motoring public of Warren 
County; and 

WHEREAS, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) has been provided by the County setting forth the 
mutual promises, obligations and agreements to legally bind the County of Warren, the Warren County 
Sheriff’s Office and the Township of Lopatcong to assist the Township Police Department in the 
enforcement of municipal ordinances and other traffic laws and regulations on roads within Lopatcong 
Township; and 

WHEREAS, the MOU term shall terminate automatically on December 31, 2025 unless otherwise 
terminated by either party. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of 
Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize Mayor William Wright to execute the Memorandum 
of Understanding by and between the County of Warren and the Warren County Sheriff’s Office to provide 
Special Traffic Detail to the Police Department of the Township of Lopatcong as well as assistance that 
involves serious and time-consuming non-traffic matters. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New 
Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by Council at 
a meeting held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025. 

 

         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Membership Strykers Fire Station No. 2 - Approve membership to Strykers Fire Station No. 2 
for Gerald Naviello as recommended by Fire Chief Lawler.  
 
 
Announcements – Community Day – September 6, 2025, Rain date – September 13, 2025 at the 
Lopatcong Park from 2:00 pm to Dusk. Shred Event – September 13, 2025 at the Pool Parking 
Lot from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. Community Yard Sale – September 20, 2025 from 9:00 am to 
3:00 pm. Fall Cleanup is October 4, 2025 at the Pool Parking Lot and Strykers Road Fire House 
No. 2 from 7 am to 12 noon. Check Website - www.lopatcongtwp.com for more details. 
 
Council Reports: 
 
Councilman McQuade – No report. 
 
Councilman Belcaro – Reported on the Phillipsburg Sewer Plant – possible rate increase at 30% for EPA 
violations and the costs of repairs over the next 3 to 10 years. 
 
Councilman Marinelli – No report. 
 
Council President Palitto – Reported on National Night Out – Police Department did an outstanding job, a 
great turnout - Councilman McQuade said he never saw so many people at a National Night Out – it was 
outstanding. 
 
Engineer’s Report – Pool demolition is now complete with some minor clean up, park improvement 
plans are now completed and preparing the final contract documents so the project can go out to bid this 
fall so construction can start early next year.  Pickleball courts are under way and the target for 
completion is early September.  The Stonehenge Drive Improvement Project will begin in the fall after 
award of contract in September.  Jade Lane Improvement Project has been ongoing but waiting for the 
contractor to finish up with crosswalks and stop bars.  There is a preconstruction meeting for the public 
works garage for pavement improvements is scheduled and the project will begin in the next week or two. 
 



Police Report – Regarding National Night Out, Police Chief Garcia thanked community partners 
Shoprite, Drake’s Rental  and a number of other vendors that were on hand yesterday. It was group effort 
and a fantastic night.  Sergeant Gabos was the organizer and kudos to him.  Traffic Report for July – 363 
motor vehicle stops of which 48% were issued traffic summons and 35% of the issued summons went to 
overweight motor vehicles. 
 
DPW Report – Superintendent Weeks thanks the Road Department for their work preparing for National 
Night Out.  Reported other work completed during the month.   
Fire Chief’s Report – No report. 
EMS Report – No report. 
Shade Tree Report – No report. 
Approve Dept. Reports – Motion to approve Department Reports by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by 
Councilman McQuade.  All in favor. 
Payment of Bills – Motion to pay bills by Councilman Marinelli, seconded by Councilman McQuade.  
Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto. 
NAYS:  None 
Public Comment – 3-minutes – No comments from the public. 
Adjournment – Motin to adjourn the meeting by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Council President 
Palitto.  All in favor. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC     James Palitto 
Clerk/Administrator      Council President 
 

 

 


	CERTIFICATION

