TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG
SHADE TREE COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
7:00 pm

June 5, 2025

The June 5™ meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Robyn George. A moment of silence
was offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance.

Chairwoman George stated “Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the
time and place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by
advertising a Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express — Times and by posting a copy on the
bulletin board in the Municipal Building.”

Roll Call:
Present — Chairwoman Robyn George, Vice-Chair Gregory Blackwood, and Member George
Old Business:
1. Approval of May 1, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes.
Motion to approve by: Vice-Chair Blackwood Seconded by: Member George

AYES: All in Favor
NAYS: None

New Business:

Powderhorn Project — Chairwoman George discussed the quotes from Stateline and
Sunshine. They spoke about how these quotes were for the removal of the trees and that
other quotes would need to be done in the fall for replanting. She also mentioned that
not only was Stateline’s quote the lowest but it also included Traffic Control while some
of the other quotes didn’t include that. Stateline’s quote came in exactly what she was
quoted about 6 months ago from a different company. Chairwoman George handed out a
letter that they would like to send out to the residents of Powderhorn Drive. She read the
letter from beginning to end and then asked Member George and Vice-Chair Blackwood
their thoughts. Member George and Vice-Chair Blackwood made suggestions to add
different words to the letter. An example would be to add the word “new” to the State
Regulation. The commission then spoke about creating a list of trees that would be great
for planting on the street side and in the resident’s front yard. The tree choices are Red
Buds, Dogwoods, Black Tupelo, Linden, Ginkgo, and Zelkova. They also made notes of



how the Dogwoods and the Ginkgo would not be suitable to be planted in the street tree
bed. They spoke about how certain areas will hold bigger trees than others and that
would also depend on their root system. Member George talked about a new way of
planting trees near the sidewalk. He said, “there is a metal piece that they stick next to
the root of the tree to get the roots to grow down and not come up around and disturb the
sidewalk.” They agreed that the trees with deep roots are the ones that will be making the
list. The other two trees that were discussed were the Japanese Begonia and the
Sycamore Tree. The Commission researched the Japanese Begonia in detail and
determined it is not a good choice to plant due to the type of species. The Sycamore
Tree was very popular back in the day with lining the streets. Even though they will not
be doing this on Powderhorn they will consider adding it to the list. Member George said
he has a couple more he would like to be considered for the list but left the names of
them at home. Chairwoman George told him to email the Shade Tree Commission with
those names. In regards to getting quotes for the replanting project she also mentioned
that they could look into getting a quote for trees from Plant Detectives even though they
don’t plant trees. They discussed possibly needing hold Harmless agreements and having
the residents signing them in case of the limps or trees coming down on the resident’s
property. Chairwoman George said she will be making the changes to the letter and that
she would email the corrected version to be presented to Beth.

Permits:

Monthly Applications for Tree Removal Permits

1.

262 Powderhorn Drive — Contracted Sunshine to come out and cut the trees. They
attached a copy of their survey of the property and put x’s on the trees that they want to
take down. Chairwoman George spoke about the permit and then emailed resident to
stop in the municipal building to drop off his permit and payment.

Motion to adjourn:

Motion by: Member George Seconded by: Chairwoman George

AYES: All in favor
NAYS: none

Respectfully submitted,

Terri L. Bisci
Secretary



