
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

                       
                                     6:30 pm Executive Session/7:30 pm Regular Session 

 
July 1, 2025 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Lopatcong Township Council was called to order by Mayor Wright.  
The meeting was held in the Municipal Building located at 232 S. Third St., Phillipsburg, New 
Jersey 
 
A Prayer was offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Wright stated “adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time and 
place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by advertising a 
Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express-Times Warren County Zone and by posting a copy 
on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building.” 
 
Present:  Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, Mayor 
Wright.  Also, present were Attorney Baldwin and Engineer Wisniewski. 
 
Motion to resume Regular Session by Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman 
McQuade.  All in favor. 
 
Attorney Baldwin summarized Executive Session that Items one through three were discussed – 
no action taken. 
 
 
Presentation:  The Lower Delaware Wild and Scenic River (LDWSR) Expansion Project and 
Lopatcong Creek. 
 
Public Comment – No comments were made from the public. 
 
 
Old Business: 
 
Minutes – Approve Executive and Regular Sessions for June 4, 2025.  Motion by Councilman 
McQuade, seconded by Councilman Marinelli.  Roll Call Vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
 
Ordinance No. 25-10 – Second reading and public hearing of a Bond Ordinance providing an 
Appropriation of $503,000 for Various Capital Improvements In and By the Township of 
Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, New Jersey and Authorizing the Issuance of $477,600 
Bonds or Notes to Finance Part of the Appropriation.  Motion to hold a public hearing by 
Council President Palitto, seconded by Mayor Wright. All in favor.  Comments:  John Kecherson 
– Jade Lane – asked for an explanation of what the ordinance is for.  Clerk Dilts read allowed the 
various improvements under the ordinance.  No further comments from the public.  Motion to 
close the hearing by Councilman McQuade, seconded by Councilman Marinelli.  All in favor. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-10 
 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF 
$503,000 FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY 
THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, IN THE COUNTY OF 
WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE 
OF $477,600 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR 
FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION. 

 
BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, 

IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof 
affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 



SECTION 1:  

The improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance (the “Improvement”) is hereby 
authorized to be undertaken by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, New Jersey (the 
“Township”) as a general improvement.  For the said Improvement there is hereby appropriated the amount 
of $503,000, such sum includes the sum of $25,400 as the down payment (the “Down Payment”) required 
by the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, constituting Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey 
Statutes, as amended and supplemented (the “Local Bond Law”).  The Down Payment is now available by 
virtue of provision in one or more previously adopted budgets for down payments or capital improvement 
purposes.   

SECTION 2:  

In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvement not covered by application of the Down 
Payment, negotiable bonds of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of 
$477,600 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bonds”).  In anticipation of the issuance 
of the Bonds and to temporarily finance said Improvement or purposes, negotiable bond anticipation notes 
of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount not exceeding $477,600 pursuant 
to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”). 

SECTION 3:  

(a) The Improvements authorized and the purposes for which obligations are to be issued are 
as follows: 

  



Improvements 
Appropriation and 

Estimated Cost 

Estimated Maximum 
Amount of Bonds or 

Notes 
Period of 

Useful Life 

1. Various acquisitions and 
improvements for the Department of 
Public Works, including acquisition of a 
mason dump truck and improvements to 
Department of Public Works parking lot, 
including all work and materials 
necessary therefor and incidental thereto, 
all as shown on and in accordance with the 
plans and specifications thereon on file in 
the office of the Clerk and hereby 
approved. 

175,000 166,000 10 Years 

2. Acquisition of various equipment 
for the Fire Department, including but not 
limited to headsets, turnout gear, SCBA 
bottles,  airpacks, battery combo tools, 
forcible entry tools, saws, gas meters, 
belts, power hawk auto crib and helmets, 
all as shown on and in accordance with the 
plans and specifications thereon on file in 
the office of the Clerk and hereby 
approved. 

$83,000 $78,850 5 Years 

3. Acquisition of various equipment 
for the Police Department, including but 
not limited to acquisition of mobile video 
recorders with flashback high-definition 
systems, all as shown on and in 
accordance with the plans and 
specifications thereon on file in the office 
of the Clerk and hereby approved. 

45,000 42,750 5 Years 

4. Improvements to various municipal 
properties, including but not limited to 
security upgrades for the Township 
Municipal Building and improvements to 
the Emergency Medical Services 
Building, including all work and materials 
necessary therefor and incidental thereto, 
all as shown on and in accordance with the 
plans and specifications thereon on file in 
the office of the Clerk and hereby 
approved. 

200,000 190,000 15 Years 

TOTAL ALL PURPOSES $503,000 $477,600  
  



(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of 
financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $477,600. 

(c) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $503,000 which amount represents the initial 
appropriation made by the Township.   

SECTION 4:  

All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be determined by 
the municipal finance officer of the Township (the “Chief Financial Officer”); provided that no Note shall 
mature later than one year from its date.  The Notes shall bear interest at such rate or rates and be in such 
form as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  The Chief Financial Officer shall determine all 
matters in connection with Notes issued pursuant to this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial 
Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive evidence as to all such determinations.  All Notes issued 
hereunder may be renewed from time to time subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond 
Law.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at 
public or private sale and to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase 
price plus accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is 
directed to report in writing to the Township Council of the Township at the meeting next succeeding the 
date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made.  Such report must include 
the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule of the Notes sold, the price obtained 
and the name of the purchaser. 

SECTION 5:  

The capital budget of the Township is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this 
Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated by the Local 
Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the 
Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey 
is on file with the Township Clerk and is available for public inspection. 

SECTION 6:  

The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 

(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a current expense, 
and is a capital improvement or property that the Township may lawfully make or acquire as general 
improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on property specially 
benefited thereby. 

(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the Local Bond 
Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for such purpose, 
according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the Bonds authorized by this Bond 
Ordinance, is 10.71 years. 

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly prepared 
and filed in the office of the Township Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof has been filed in 
the office of the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community Affairs, State 
of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the Township, as defined in the Local Bond 
Law, is increased by the authorization of the Bonds and Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance by $477,600 
and the obligations authorized herein will be within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $60,000 for items of expense listed in and permitted 
under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the Improvements, as indicated 
herein. 

SECTION 7:  

Any funds or grant monies received for the purpose described in Section 3 of this Ordinance shall 
be used for financing said Improvement by application thereof either to direct payment of the cost of said 
Improvement or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of the obligations of the Township 
authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance.  Any such funds received may, and all such funds so received 
which are not required for direct payment of the cost of said Improvement shall, be held and applied by the 
Township as funds applicable only to the payment of obligations of the Township authorized by this Bond 
Ordinance. 

SECTION 8:  



The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the 
principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance.  The obligations shall be 
direct, unlimited obligations of the Township, and the Township shall be obligated to levy ad valorem taxes 
upon all the taxable property within the Township for the payment of the obligations and the interest thereon 
without limitation of rate or amount. 

SECTION 9: 
 
The Chief Financial Officer of the Township is hereby authorized to prepare and to update from 

time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in connection with the sale of 
obligations of the Township and to execute such disclosure document on behalf of the Township.  The 
Chief Financial Officer is further authorized to enter into the appropriate undertaking to provide secondary 
market disclosure on behalf of the Township pursuant to Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission (the “Rule”) for the benefit of holders and beneficial owners of obligations of the Township 
and to amend such undertaking from time to time in connection with any change in law, or interpretation 
thereof, provided such undertaking is and continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond 
counsel, consistent with the requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Township fails to comply with 
its undertaking, the Township shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited 
to specific performance of the undertaking. 

SECTION 10:  

This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation Section 
1.150-2.  The Township reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the Improvement prior to 
the date that Township incurs debt obligations under this Bond Ordinance.  The Township reasonably 
expects to reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the Township under this 
Bond Ordinance.  The maximum principal amount of debt expected to be issued for payment of the cost of 
the Improvement is $477,600. 

SECTION 11:  

This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final adoption, 
as provided by the Local Bond Law.  



 
This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17. 

    
 
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
BOND ORDINANCE STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES 

 
The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally adopted by 

the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, State of New Jersey on July 1, 2025 and the 20-day 
period of limitation within which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such ordinance can 
be commenced, as provided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the date of the first publication 
of this statement.  Copies of the full ordinance are available at no cost and during regular business hours, 
at the Clerk’s office for members of the general public who request the same.  The summary of the terms 
of such bond ordinance follows: 

Title: Bond Ordinance Providing An Appropriation Of $503,000 For Various Capital Improvements In And 
By The Township Of Lopatcong, In The County Of Warren, New Jersey And Authorizing The 
Issuance Of $477,600 Bonds Or Notes Of The Township For Financing Part Of The Appropriation 

Purpose(s): Various acquisitions and improvements for the Department of Public Works, including 
acquisition of a mason dump truck and improvements to Department of Public Works parking lot; 
Acquisition of various equipment for the Fire Department, including but not limited to headsets, 
turnout gear, SCBA bottles,  airpacks, battery combo tools, forcible entry tools, saws, gas meters, 
belts, power hawk auto crib and helmets; Acquisition of various equipment for the Police 
Department, including but not limited to acquisition of mobile video recorders with flashback high 
definition systems; Improvements to various municipal properties, including but not limited to 
security upgrades for the Township Municipal Building and improvements to the Emergency 
Medical Services Building. 

Appropriation:  $503,000 
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $477,600  
Grants (if any) Appropriated:  N/A. 
Section 20 Costs:  $60,000 
Useful Life:  10.71 Years 
 
 
        M. Beth Dilts, Clerk 
 
Motion to Adopt this Ordinance on second reading by Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman 
McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance No. 25-11 – Second reading and public hearing of Bond Ordinance providing Appropriation 
of $600,000 for Improvements to Stonehenge Drive In and By the Township of Lopatcong, Authorizing 
the Issuance of $440,018 Bonds or Notes for Financing Part of the Appropriation.  Motion to hold a 
public hearing by Councilman Marinelli, seconded by Council President Palitto.  All in favor.       
Comments – Bob Bruce – 11 Harwich Road –Engineer Wisniewski explained noted this is funded 
through the NJDOT fiscal year of 2024 grant program.  Life span of a road is 15/20 years pursuant to 
traffic loading, etc.  Once approval is received for the design it will go out to bid and hopefully in late 
summer/early fall it will be constructed.  Motion to close the public hearing by Council President Palitto, 
seconded by Councilman McQuade.  All in favor. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-11 
 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION 
OF $600,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO STONEHENGE 
DRIVE IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, IN 
THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $440,018 BONDS OR 
NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF 
THE APPROPRIATION. 

 



BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
LOPATCONG, IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all 
members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 12:  

The improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance (the “Improvement”) is 
hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, New 
Jersey (the “Township”) as a general improvement.  For the said Improvement there is hereby 
appropriated the amount of $600,000.  Such sum includes the sum of (a) $136,782 expected to be 
received as a grant from the New Jersey Department of Transportation (the “Grant”); and (b) the 
sum of $23,200 as the down payment (the “Down Payment”) required by the Local Bond Law of 
the State of New Jersey, constituting Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as 
amended and supplemented (the “Local Bond Law”).  The Down Payment is now available by 
virtue of provision in one or more previously adopted budgets for down payments or capital 
improvement purposes. 

SECTION 13:  

In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvement not covered by application of 
the Down Payment and the Grant, negotiable bonds of the Township are hereby authorized to be 
issued in the principal amount of $440,018 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the 
“Bonds”).  In anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds and to temporarily finance said 
Improvement or purposes, negotiable bond anticipation notes of the Township are hereby 
authorized to be issued in the principal amount not exceeding $440,018 pursuant to the provisions 
of the Local Bond Law (the “Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”). 

SECTION 14:  

(a) The Improvements hereby authorized and the purposes for the financing of which 
said obligations are to be issued is for improvements to Stonehenge Drive, including stripping, 
curb ramp construction, milling and paving, drainage improvements, and curbing and pavement 
restoration along South Fifth Street, and including all work and materials necessary therefor and 
incidental thereto, all as shown on and in accordance with the plans and specifications therefor on 
file in the Office of the Clerk and hereby approved. 

(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of 
financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $440,018. 

(c) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $600,000 which amount represents the 
initial appropriation made by the Township.   

SECTION 15:  

All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be 
determined by the municipal finance officer of the Township (the “Chief Financial Officer”); 
provided that no Note shall mature later than one year from its date.  The Notes shall bear interest 
at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  The 
Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection with Notes issued pursuant to 
this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive 
evidence as to all such determinations.  All Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to 
time subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond Law.  The Chief Financial Officer 
is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at public or private sale and 
to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus 
accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is 
directed to report in writing to the Township Council of the Township at the meeting next 
succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made.  
Such report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule 
of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 

SECTION 16:  

The capital budget of the Township is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of 
this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated 



by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program 
as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community 
Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the Township Clerk and is available for public 
inspection. 

SECTION 17:  

The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 

(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a current 
expense, and is a capital improvement or property that the Township may lawfully make or acquire 
as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on 
property specially benefited thereby. 

(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the Local 
Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for such 
purpose, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the Bonds authorized 
by this Bond Ordinance, is 20 years. 

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly 
prepared and filed in the office of the Township Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof 
has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department 
of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the 
Township, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is increased by the authorization of the Bonds and 
Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance by $440,018 and the obligations authorized herein will be 
within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $200,000 for items of expense listed in and 
permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the 
Improvements, as indicated herein. 

SECTION 18:  

Any funds or grant monies received for the purpose described in Section 3 of this 
Ordinance shall be used for financing said Improvement by application thereof either to direct 
payment of the cost of said Improvement or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of the 
obligations of the Township authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance.  Any such funds received 
may, and all such funds so received which are not required for direct payment of the cost of said 
Improvement shall, be held and applied by the Township as funds applicable only to the payment 
of obligations of the Township authorized by this Bond Ordinance. 

SECTION 19:  

The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of 
the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance.  The obligations 
shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Township, and the Township shall be obligated to levy 
ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Township for the payment of the 
obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

SECTION 9: 
 
The Chief Financial Officer of the Township is hereby authorized to prepare and to update 

from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in connection with 
the sale of obligations of the Township and to execute such disclosure document on behalf of the 
Township.  The Chief Financial Officer is further authorized to enter into the appropriate 
undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Township pursuant to Rule 
15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Rule”) for the benefit of holders and 
beneficial owners of obligations of the Township and to amend such undertaking from time to time 
in connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is and 
continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the 
requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Township fails to comply with its undertaking, the 
Township shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific 
performance of the undertaking.  



SECTION 20:  

This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation Section 
1.150-2.  The Township reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the Improvement 
prior to the date that Township incurs debt obligations under this Bond Ordinance.  The Township 
reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the 
Township under this Bond Ordinance.  The maximum principal amount of debt expected to be 
issued for payment of the cost of the Improvement is $440,018. 

SECTION 21:  

This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final 
adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 

TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE 

 
The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced and 

passed upon first reading at a meeting of the governing body of the Township of Lopatcong, in the 
County of Warren, State of New Jersey, on June 4, 2025.  It will be further considered for final 
passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the governing body to be held at the 
Municipal Building, 232 South 3rd Street, in the Township of Lopatcong, on July 1, 2025 at 7:30 
o’clock PM.  During the week prior to and up to and including the date of such meeting copies of 
the full ordinance will be available at no cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s 
office for the members of the general public who shall request the same.  The summary of the 
terms of such bond ordinance follows:  

Title: Bond Ordinance Providing An Appropriation Of $600,000 For Improvements To 
Stonehenge Drive In And By The Township Of Lopatcong, In The County Of Warren, New 
Jersey And Authorizing The Issuance Of $440,018 Bonds Or Notes Of The Township For 
Financing Part Of The Appropriation 

Purpose(s): For improvements to Stonehenge Drive, including stripping, curb ramp construction, 
milling and paving, drainage improvements, and curbing and pavement restoration along 
South Fifth Street, and including all work and materials necessary therefor and incidental 
thereto. 

Appropriation:  $600,000 
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $440,018  
Grants (if any) Appropriated:  $136,782 expected to be received as a grant from the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation. 
Section 20 Costs:  $200,000 
Useful Life:  20 Years 
 
 
 
        M. Beth Dilts, Clerk 
 
This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17. 
 
Motion to adopt this Ordinance on second reading by Councilman McQuade, seconded by 
Mayor Wright.  Roll call vote:  
AYES:  Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Resolution No. 25-101 - Adopt Consent Agenda items one through eight.  Motion to approve by 
Councilman Marinelli, seconded by Councilman McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 



 
 

R 25-101 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING CONSENT AGENDA FOR COUNCIL’S 

CONSIDERATION 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby approve and authorize a Consent Agenda to move routine items of 
business requiring no discussion; and 
 
WHEREAS, there are listed Items one through eight on the Consent Agenda. 
 

1. Resolution to Memorialize Civil Service Provisional Hiring of Terry Lawler as Fire 
Prevention Inspector and Fire Official.  

2. Resolution to promote Patricia Segeda to Civil Service title Keyboarding Clerk 2. 
3. Resolution to Issue a Refund for a tax overpayment for Block 58 Lot 9 in the amount of 

$994.15. 
4. Resolution Authorizing Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2022-010 on Block 49 

Lot 9 in the amount of $30,468.40, Premium $5000.00. 
5. Resolution to hire Lou LaFord part-time to perform Lead Paint Inspections as mandated 

by P.L. 2021 NJSA 52:27D-437.1. 
6. Resolution to execute Grant for MA-2026 Strykers Road Phase II Project. 
7. Resolution Opposing any Affordable-Housing Project that Relies on the Use of Eminent 

Domain to Condemn Active or Preserved Farmland. 
8. Resolution of Support for the Lower Delaware River Wild and Scenic Management Plan. 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, July 1, 2025. 
          
 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-104 - Memorialize Civil Service Provisional Hiring of Terry Lawler as Fire 
Prevention Inspector and Fire Official.  

 
R 25-104 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN 

AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY MEMORIALIZING HIRE OF TERRENCE LAWLER 
AS FIRE PREVENTION SPECIALIST AND FIRE OFFICIAL  

 
WHEREAS, there is a need to hire a part-time employee as a Fire Prevention Specialist and Fire 
Official; and 

 
WHEREAS, Terrence Lawler is qualified to hold both of these positions; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Fire Prevention Specialist is a Non-Classified position within the Civil Service 
Commission; and 

 
WHEREAS, Fire Official is a Classified position within the Civil Service Commission and the 
appointment is provisional pending Civil Service procedure; and 

 



WHEREAS, the rate of pay for these positions is included in the Salary Ordinance. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey memorialize the hire of Terrence Lawler 
part-time as  Fire Prevention Specialist and Fire Official pending any Civil Service procedures at 
a rate of pay established in the Salary Ordinance. 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk, of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, July 1, 2025. 

 
 
         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC  

 
Resolution No. 25-105 - Promote Patricia Segeda to Civil Service title Keyboarding Clerk 2. 
 

R 25-105 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING PROMOTION OF PATRICIA SEGEDA TO 

CIVIL SERVICE TITLE KEYBOARDING CLERK 2 
 

WHEREAS, Patricia Segeda has been employed with the Township of Lopatcong part-time since 
2021 as Secretary to the Zoning Board of Adjustment; and 
 
WHEREAS, Patricia Segeda was hired as Keybording Clerk 1 to work in the Clerk’s Office full 
time in July 2024; and 
 
WHEREAS, the title Keyboarding Clerk 2 is authorized through a promotion after one year in 
service in present title. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the promotion of 
Patricia Segeda to Keyboarding Clerk 2 through Civil Service procedures. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk, of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, July 1, 2025. 

 
 
         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC  

 
Resolution No. 25-106 - Issue a Refund for a tax overpayment for Block 58 Lot 9 in the amount 
of $994.15. 
 

R 25-106  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 58, LOT 9 



 
WHEREAS, on March 4, 2025, the Tax Assessor approved a Disabled Veteran Exemption for the 
resident of Block 58, Lot 9; and 
 
WHEREAS, on April 2, 2025, Resolution 25-72 was passed by the Mayor and Council allowing 
the Tax Collector to make the necessary adjustments to the Tax Account; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mortgage Company paid for Quarter 2, 2025 in the amount of $994.15 on May 
7, 2025 resulting in an overpayment. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, 
County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a refund in the 
amount of $994.15 to:  Jaime Russoniello, 304 South First Street, Phillipsburg, NJ 08865. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk, of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, July 1, 2025. 

 
 
         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC  

 
Resolution No. 25-107 – Authorize Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2022-010 on Block 
49 Lot 9 in the amount of $30,468.40, Premium $5000.00. 
 

R 25-107 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE 

NO. 2022-010 ON BLOCK 49, LOT 9 
 

WHEREAS, at the Lopatcong Township Municipal Tax Sale held on December 15, 2022, a lien 
was sold on Block 49, Lot 9 also known as 212 Brakeley Avenue for delinquent sewer and taxes; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, this lien known as Tax Sale Certificate No. 2022-010 was sold to Stonefield 
Investment Fund IV, LLC; and 
 
WHEREAS, on June 23, 2025, the Certificate No. 2022-010 has been satisfied in the amount of 
$30,468,40, Premium $5,000.00. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 1st day of July 2025, that the Chief Financial 
Officer is authorized to issue a check in the amount of $30,468.40, Premium $5,000.00 for the 
redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No.  2022-010 to: 
 

Stonefield Investment Fund IV, LLC 
1 Paragon Drive, Suite 252 

Montvale, NJ 07645 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 



I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk, of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, July 1, 2025. 

 
 
         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC  

 
Resolution No. 25-109 – Hire Lou LaFord part-time to perform Lead Paint Inspections as 
mandated by P.L. 2021 N.J.S.A. 52:27D-437.1. 
 

R 25-109 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING HIRE OF LOU LAFORD AS A PART-TIME 

LEAD PAINT INSPECTOR MANDATED BY N.J.S.A. 52:27D-437.1 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey wish to hire Lou LaFord as part-time Lead Paint Inspector as mandated by N.J.S.A. 
52:27D-437.1; and 
 
WHEREAS, this title is a non-classified position within Civil Service; and 
 
WHEREAS, the salary for this position is included in the Salary Ordinance. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey that Lou LaFord is appointed to the position 
of Lead Paint Inspector part-time and shall be paid at a rate included in the Salary Ordinance. 
 

 CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk, of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, July 1, 2025. 

 
 
         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC  

 
Resolution No. 25-108 – Execute Grant for MA-2026 Strykers Road Phase II Project. 
 

R 25-108 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZE SUBMISSION OF GRANT APPLICATION TO 

THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE STRYKERS ROAD 
PHASE II IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey formally approve the grant application for 
the above stated project. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Council and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit 
an electronic grant application identified as MA-2026-Strykers Road Phase II Improvement 
Project-00279 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Township of 
Lopatcong.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Council and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign 
the grant agreement on behalf of the Township of Lopatcong and that their signature constitutes 



acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the 
grant agreement. 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, July 1, 2025. 
 
         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-110 – Opposing any Affordable-Housing Project that Relies on the Use of 
Eminent Domain to Condemn Active or Preserved Farmland. 
 

R 25-110 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY IN SUPPORT OF WARREN COUNTY’S OPPOSITION OF  ANY 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT THAT RELIES ON THE USE OF EMINENT DOMAIN 

TO CONDEMN ACTIVE OR PRESERVED FARMLAND 
 

WHEREAS, agriculture is a foundational element of Warren County’s economy, culture, and 
landscape; and 
 
WHEREAS, Warren County has invested substantial public funds in farmland preservation and 
open space initiatives to safeguard this irreplaceable resource for future generations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the New Jersey Constitution and the Right to Farm Act recognize the special status 
of agriculture and the public interest in protecting working farms; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Fair Housing Act (FHA) framework, as interpreted by the New Jersey Supreme 
Court in the Mount Laurel line of cases, assigns municipalities a constitutional obligation to 
provide realistic opportunities for the construction of affordable housing; and 
 
WHEREAS, some municipalities have pursued satisfaction of their Mount Laurel obligations  by 
invoking the power of eminent domain to condemn productive farmland for residential 
developments; and 
 
WHEREAS, the use of farmland condemnation for affordable-housing, erodes the agricultural 
base that sustains local food systems and imposes permanent harm on the rural character of 
Warren County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong believes that the creation of affordable housing should 
be in appropriate locations such as redevelopment areas, brownfields, underutilized commercial 
corridors or other sites that do not require the loss of working farms; and 
 
WHEREAS, the preservation of farmland and the provision of affordable housing need not be 
mutually exclusive goals, and thoughtful planning can and should advance both. 
 
WHEREAS, the County of Warren adopted Resolution 344-25 opposing any affordable-housing 
project that relies on the use of eminent domain to condemn active or preserved farmland and the 
Township of Lopatcong wishes to support this Resolution. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township of Lopatcong: 

1. Support County Resolution 344-25. 
2. Policy Opposition: 

That the Township of Lopatcong opposes, by all lawful means, any affordable-housing or 
COAH-related project proposed by a municipality that relies on eminent domain to 
condemn active or preserved farmland for residential development that is not primarily 
affordable housing.  

3. Legal and Administrative Actions: 



The Township Counsel may be authorized to investigate and when appropriate, pursue or 
join legal actions, file friend-of-the-court briefs or take other measures aimed at 
preventing the condemnation of farmland for such projects. 

4. Coordination with Municipalities: 
County planning and agricultural boards shall provide technical assistance to 
municipalities seeking alternatives to farmland condemnation, emphasizing infill 
development, adaptive reuse, and other smart-growth strategies. 

5. Legislative Advocacy: 
The Township of Lopatcong urges the Governor and the Legislature to amend state 
affordable-housing laws and eminent-domain statutes to protect productive farmland 
from seizure. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a certified copy of this resolution shall be transmitted to the 
Governor of New Jersey, the President of the New Jersey Senate, the Speaker of the General 
Assembly, the Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs, the Secretary of 
Agriculture, the New Jersey State Agriculture Development Committee, the New Jersey 
Association of Counties, the New Jersey League of Municipalities and every municipality within 
Warren County. 
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYES: Mayor Wright, Council President Palitto, Councilmen Marinelli 
and McQuade.  NAYS:  None  ABSENT:  Councilman Belcaro. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, July 1st, 2025. 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-111 – Support for the Lower Delaware River Wild and Scenic Management 
Plan. 
 

R 25-111 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY IN SUPPORT OF THE LOWER DELAWARE RIVER 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
WHEREAS, Lopatcong Township, Warren County New Jersey recognizes that the Delaware 
River provides outstanding remarkable natural, cultural, historical, recreational and scenic 
resource values that are important for the quality of life and economic health of our community; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Lopatcong Township,  since its’ Congressional Designation in 2000 as part of the 
Lower Delaware Wild & Scenic River partnership, recognizes the Lower Delaware River 
Management Plan provides a mechanism to enhance protection of the Lower Delaware River and 
its’ tributaries, primarily through local action while recognizing the rights of property owners: 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Congressional designation as a Wild and Scenic River and its’ tributaries does not 
include any federal acquisition or management of lands; public access on private lands; no 
changes in land use regulations unless approved by each community; nor any financial obligation 
on the watershed Community, and  
 
WHEREAS, Lopatcong Township recognizes the benefit of forming a partnership with other 
municipalities and interested parties along the Lower Delaware River in protection of the 
Delaware River and its’ tributaries: and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2000 the United States Congress designated the Lower Delaware River Wild & 
Scenic River system along with three tributaries, the Tinicum, the Tohickon and the 
Paunnacussing Creeks as part of the Wild and Scenic River system and as the LDWSR 



Committee has studied Lopatcong Township’s Lopatcong Creeks and proposes it be designated 
part of the Lower Delaware River Wild and Scenic River system within the River’s Management 
Plan. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Lopatcong Township supports the Lower Delaware 
River Management Plan, and will take action as appropriate to implement the goals of the plan, 
and endorses designation of Lopatcong Creek into the Lower Delaware River Wild and Scenic 
River System. 
 
ATTEST:  _________________________  __________________________________ 
       William D. Wright, Mayor 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk, of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Tuesday, July 1, 2025. 
 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Council Reports : 
 
Councilman McQuade – No report. 
 
Councilman Marinelli – No report. 
 
Council President Palitto – No report. 
 
Mayor Wright – Announced that Kevin Maguire has retired having been employed since 2003 
part-time. He worked as the Fire Prevention Specialist, Fire Official, Fire Sub-Code Official and 
Lead Paint Inspector.  He is an active fireman at the Strykers Road Firehouse No. 2 serving as their 
Treasurer.  Wished him good luck in his retirement.   
 
Mayor Wright also announced that along with Council and Warren County, the 108-acre Clifford 
Farm located off of Belvidere Road will be preserved – also known as the bowling alley property.  
It is ideal to continue as an agricultural use.  Funds from the Warren County Open Space Farmland, 
Recreation, Historic Preservation Trust Fund are being used to purchase this property.    
 
Chief of Police – Traffic Report – Total of 326 motor vehicle stops were made in the past month 
and of those stops, 52% were issued traffic citations and out of those 40%, were overweight motor 
vehicles namely, tractor trailers.  National Night Out at the Lopatcong Park will be August 5th from 
5 pm to 8 pm.   
 
Engineer Wisniewski – Plans have been submitted to the NJDOT and once there is guidance, it 
will be finalized.  Pool Demolition Project was delayed due to electrical transformer and service 
being shut down.  Park Improvement Project plans will be finalized at a meeting in the coming 
week.  Pickleball Courts have been delayed due to weather but plan to be onsite the 7th.  Jade Lane 
improvements were completed a while ago with remaining items including striping, stop bars, 
cross walks and signage.  Dept. of Public Works Paving Project has been awarded to Samson 
Concrete and a pre-construction meeting to be scheduled to be able to move forward.  
 
Dept. of Public Works – Brian Weeks reported it has been a busy month.  Sheds at the pool have 
been demolished.  The gazebo is still in good shape with minor repairs needed.  
 
EMS – Kayla from the Phillipsburg EMS reported that 91 calls were answered in Lopatcong for 
the month of June with 605 to date for the year. 



 
Shade Tree Commission – Powderhorn Drive Tree Removal Project is scheduled for the week of 
July 21st.  A list of trees for replacement has been prepared and will be purchased and planted 
through one of the co-ops the Township uses.  Mrs. George also commented that permits are 
required to cut down trees and has found herself stopping by those properties where trees are being 
taken down to inform folks that there has been an ordinance making changes required by the State. 
 
Department Reports –Mayor Wright asked for a motion to approve these reports submitted.  
Motion by Council President Palitto, seconded by Mayor Wright.  All in favor. 
 
Payment of Bills – Motion to approve payment of bills by Councilman Marinelli, seconded by 
Councilman McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, Council 
President Palitto, Mahor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Bob Bruce – 11 Harwich Road – Following up on Strykers Road piece – Engineer Wisniewski 
reported the Township received a grant for Strykers Road and Belview Road  to James Avenue 
last year calling it Phase I Strykers Road Improvements and then Phase II is from James Avenue 
down to second Meadowview intersection and that application was submitted Friday. 
 
Adjournment – Motion by Councilman Marinelli, seconded by Mayor Wright.  All in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
Margaret B. Dilts, MMC      William D. Wright 
Clerk/Administrator       Mayor 
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