
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

                       
                                     6:30 pm Executive Session/7:30 pm Regular Session 

 
June 4, 2025 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Lopatcong Township Council was called to order by Mayor Wright.  
The meeting was held in the Municipal Building located at 232 S. Third St., Phillipsburg, New 
Jersey 
 
A Prayer was offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Wright stated “adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time and 
place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by advertising a 
Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express-Times Warren County Zone and by posting a copy 
on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building.” 
 
Present:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright.  Also, present were Attorney Baldwin and Engineer Wisniewski. 
 
Attorney Baldwin summarized Executive Session that Items one through seven were discussed; 
action to be taken as follows: 
Attorney Baldwin requested a motion to offer a provisional appointment for the positions of Fire 
Prevention and Fire Official.  Once the provisional passes the Fire Subcode exam, will be 
appointed provisional as well.  Motion by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Mayor Wright to 
approve.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Attorney Baldwin requested a motion and second to adopt a revised Vacation Policy for the 
employees.  Motion by Mayor Wright, seconded by Councilman McQuade to approve.  Roll call 
vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Attorney Baldwin requested a motion and second to authorize a suit to be filed against resident 
of 110 S. Sixth Street to remove personal property from the Township owned property.  Motion 
by Mayor Wright, seconded by Councilman Marinelli.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 

R 25-101A 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCNIL OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING LITIGATION 

AGAINST LYNN AND ANNETTE STROUSE FOR 
FAILURE TO REMOVE STRUCTURES FROM LAND 

OWNED BY THE TOWNSHIP 
 

WHEREAS, the Lynn and Annette Strouse (“residents”) are the owners of real property 
known as 110 South 6th Street in the Township of Lopatcong; and 



WHEREAS, the Township has advised the Residents that they built a structure on a 
Township owned alleyway that is neighboring their own property and requested they remove the 
structure and anything else they have on the neighboring property; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Residents have refused to remove their property from the Township 
owned property; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Council deems it in the best interest of the Township to 
direct the Township attorney to file a suit to preserve its ownership of public alleyways; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township 
of Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that the Township Attorney is hereby 
authorized to institute suit against Lynn and Annette Strouse to have them remove any structures 
or personal property from the Township owned alleyway neighboring their property. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all employees of the Township of Lopatcong are 
hereby authorized to take all reasonable and necessary steps to effectuate this resolution 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 4, 2025. 
 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Swore In: Clerk Dilts swore in Jonathan Hikade, Derek Rottmann and Abrham Rush as Police 
Officers. 
 
Public Comment - Agenda items only  
 
Bob Bruce – 11 Harwich Road – Asked for a review of the Affordable Housing Resolution.  Attorney 
Baldwin stated the Council would be endorsing the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan that was 
adopted by the Planning Board.  This is an amendment to the Master Plan.  This is part of the required 
Fourth Round Affordable Housing.  This was prepared by the Township Planner required through the 
amendments of the Fair Housing Act.  There was an 81-unit requirement but there is no present need 
because the Township is in the Highlands and with the vacant land analysis which reduced the number 
required and because the Township had enough credits with existing affordable housing within the 
Township, the need has been met.  
 
Old Business: 
 
Minutes – Approve Executive and Regular Sessions for May 7, 2025.  Motion by Council President 
Palitto, seconded by Councilman Marinelli.  Roll Call Vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, 
Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance No. 2025-08 – Second reading and public hearing to Establish the Position of Captain in the 
Police Department.  Motion by Councilman Marinelli, seconded by Council President Palitto to hold a 
public hearing.  All in favor.  No comments were made from the public.  Motion by Council President 
Palitto, seconded by Councilman McQuade to close the public hearing – All in favor. 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2025-08 

               SECOND NOTICE OF AN ORDINANCE 



NOTICE is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, held on Wednesday, June 4, 2025 at the 
Municipal Building, 232 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, the following Ordinance 
was presented and passed on the final reading.  The Ordinance was then ordered to be published 
according to law by title only.   

 

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF 
WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 47 
ENTITLED “POLICE DEPARTMENT”, SECTION 4 ENTITLED 
“MEMBERSHIP; APPOINTMENT” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP 
OF LOPATCONG TO ESTABLISH THE RANK OF CAPTAIN IN THE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

Said Ordinance may be read and inspected at any time at the Office of the Municipal Clerk, 
Lopatcong Township Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey 
Monday through Friday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

 

M. Beth Dilts, MMC 
Township Clerk 

 

Motion by Mayor Wright, seconded by Councilman Marinelli to adopt this Ordinance. Roll Call Vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, 
Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 

 
Ordinance No. 2025-09 – Second reading and public hearing to Establish a Salary Range for the position 
of Captain and increase certain other salary ranges within the Salary Ordinance.  Motion by Council 
President Palitto, seconded by Mayor Wright to hold a public hearing.  All in favor.  No comments from 
the public.  Motion by Councilman McQuade, seconded by Council President Palitto to close the public 
hearing.  All in favor.   

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-09 

               SECOND NOTICE OF AN ORDINANCE 

NOTICE is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, held on Wednesday, June 4, 2025 at the 
Municipal Building, 232 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, the following Ordinance 
was presented and passed on the final reading.  The Ordinance was then ordered to be published 
according to law by title only.   

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH/ADJUST THE SALARIES, RETAINERS AND 
WAGE RANGES OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES IN THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, 

COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

Said Ordinance may be read and inspected at any time at the Office of the Municipal Clerk, 
Lopatcong Township Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey Monday 
through Friday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

 

         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Motion by Mayor Wright, seconded by Councilman McQuade to adopt this Ordinance.  Roll Call Vote: 



AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, 
Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 

 
New Business: 
 
Resolution No. 25-92 - Master Plan Amendment – Endorse the 2025  Housing Element and Fair Share 
Plan. 
 

R 2025 - 92 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF LOPATCONG 
TOWNSHIP, WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, ENDORSING 
THE 2025 HOUSING ELEMENT AND FAIR SHARE PLAN   

 

 WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong Planning Board (hereinafter referred to as the 

“Board”) adopted a comprehensive Master Plan and conducted a Re-Examination of same and 

made certain amendments thereto; and 

 WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong has historically addressed affordable housing 

obligations as mandated through Southern Burling County NAACP v. Township of Mount 

Laurel, 67 N.J. 151 (1975) and 92 N.J. 158 (1983)(hereinafter referred to as “Mount Laurel 

Doctrine”) through participation with the Council on Affordable Housing (hereinafter referred to 

as “COAH”) and for which the Board has adopted various amendments to the Township’s 

Housing Element and Fair Share Plan of the Township’s Master Plan; and 

 WHEREAS, the Board previously amended the Master Plan’s Housing Element and Fair 

Share Plan on August 22, 2018, pursuant to the Township of Lopatcong’s settlement of its 

Declaratory Action for Fair Share Compliance approved by the New Jersey Superior Court on 

January 31, 2018, for which a Final Judgment of Compliance and Repose was entered by the 

Superior Court on January 10, 2019; and 

 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Fair Housing act (hereinafter referred to as “Act”) was 

amended on March 20, 2024, by P.L. 2024, c. 2, which, inter alia, abolished COAH and 

established a new Mount Laurel Doctrine compliance process and mechanism for participating 

municipalities (hereinafter referred to as “Program”); and 

 WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong filed a Complaint for Declaratory Compliance 

and, as a product of participation in the Program, established the Township’s Fourth Round 

affordable housing obligations with a present need being zero (0) and prospective need of eighty-

one (81) units for the year 20025 through 2035; and  

 WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong is located within the area regulated by the New 

Jersey Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act, which impacts development build-out in 

various ways; and  

 WHEREAS, the Fourth Round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan prepared by Daniel 

N. Block, P.P., A.I.C.P. of Colliers Engineering & Designed dated May 16, 2025 (hereinafter 



referred to as “2025 HEFSP”), addresses the amendments necessary to the Mater Plan to enable 

the implementation of the Township’s Mount Laurel Doctrine affordable housing compliance 

plan; and  

 WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong Planning Board conducted a public hearing 

regarding the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan amendment to the Mater Plan on May 28, 

2025; and  

 WHEREAS, the Board found that the 2025 HEFSP is reasonable and appropriately 

addresses the required planning for the provision of affordable housing within the Township with 

due regard and consideration of environment and other factors impacting such development; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren, 

State of New Jersey, adopted the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan, on May 28, 2025; and  

 WHEREAS, a true copy of the Resolution of the Planning Board adopting the Housing 

Element and Fair Share Plan is attached; and  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of Lopatcong 

Township, Warren County, State of New Jersey, hereby endorses the Housing Element and Fair 

Share Plan, as adopted by the Lopatcong Township Planning Board.   

 

        William D. Wright, Mayor  

Dated:  __________________, 2025 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the Resolution adopted by the Township Council 
of the Township of Lopatcong, at its regular meeting held on June 4, 2025.    

 

_________________________________ 
       Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk  

 
Motion to Endorse the Plan by Councilman McQuade, seconded by Mayor Wright.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, 
Mayor Wright.   
NAYS:  None 

 
Ordinance No. 25-10 – First reading of Bond Ordinance providing an Appropriation of $503,000 for 
Various Capital Improvements In and By the Township of Lopatcong and Authorizing Issuance of 
$477,600 Bonds or Notes to Finance Part of the Appropriation.  
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-10 

 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION 
OF $503,000 FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS IN 
AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, IN THE 
COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND 



AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $477,600 BONDS OR 
NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF 
THE APPROPRIATION. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
LOPATCONG, IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all 
members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1:  

The improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance (the “Improvement”) is 
hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, New 
Jersey (the “Township”) as a general improvement.  For the said Improvement there is hereby 
appropriated the amount of $503,000, such sum includes the sum of $25,400 as the down payment 
(the “Down Payment”) required by the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, constituting 
Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended and supplemented (the “Local 
Bond Law”).  The Down Payment is now available by virtue of provision in one or more previously 
adopted budgets for down payments or capital improvement purposes.   

SECTION 2:  

In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvement not covered by application of 
the Down Payment, negotiable bonds of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued in the 
principal amount of $477,600 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bonds”).  In 
anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds and to temporarily finance said Improvement or purposes, 
negotiable bond anticipation notes of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued in the 
principal amount not exceeding $477,600 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the 
“Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”). 

SECTION 3:  

(a) The Improvements authorized and the purposes for which obligations are to be 
issued are as follows: 

  



Improvements 
Appropriation and 

Estimated Cost 

Estimated 
Maximum Amount 
of Bonds or Notes 

Period of 
Useful Life 

1. Various acquisitions and 
improvements for the Department of 
Public Works, including acquisition of 
a mason dump truck and 
improvements to Department of 
Public Works parking lot, including all 
work and materials necessary therefor 
and incidental thereto, all as shown on 
and in accordance with the plans and 
specifications thereon on file in the 
office of the Clerk and hereby 
approved. 

175,000 166,000 10 Years 

2. Acquisition of various 
equipment for the Fire Department, 
including but not limited to headsets, 
turnout gear, SCBA bottles,  air packs, 
battery combo tools, forcible entry 
tools, saws, gas meters, belts, power 
hawk auto crib and helmets, all as 
shown on and in accordance with the 
plans and specifications thereon on 
file in the office of the Clerk and 
hereby approved. 

$83,000 $78,850 5 Years 

3. Acquisition of various 
equipment for the Police Department, 
including but not limited to acquisition 
of mobile video recorders with 
flashback high-definition systems, all 
as shown on and in accordance with 
the plans and specifications thereon on 
file in the office of the Clerk and 
hereby approved. 

45,000 42,750 5 Years 

4. Improvements to various 
municipal properties, including but 
not limited to security upgrades for the 
Township Municipal Building and 
improvements to the Emergency 
Medical Services Building, including 
all work and materials necessary 
therefor and incidental thereto, all as 
shown on and in accordance with the 
plans and specifications thereon on 
file in the office of the Clerk and 
hereby approved. 

200,000 190,000 15 Years 

TOTAL ALL PURPOSES $503,000 $477,600  
  



(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of 
financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $477,600. 

(c) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $503,000 which amount represents the 
initial appropriation made by the Township.   

SECTION 4:  

All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be 
determined by the municipal finance officer of the Township (the “Chief Financial Officer”); 
provided that no Note shall mature later than one year from its date.  The Notes shall bear interest 
at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  The 
Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection with Notes issued pursuant to 
this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive 
evidence as to all such determinations.  All Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to 
time subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond Law.  The Chief Financial Officer 
is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at public or private sale and 
to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus 
accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is 
directed to report in writing to the Township Council of the Township at the meeting next 
succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made.  
Such report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule 
of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 

SECTION 5:  

The capital budget of the Township is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of 
this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated 
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program 
as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community 
Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the Township Clerk and is available for public 
inspection. 

SECTION 6:  

The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 

(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a current 
expense, and is a capital improvement or property that the Township may lawfully make or acquire 
as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on 
property specially benefited thereby. 

(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the Local 
Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for such 
purpose, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the Bonds authorized 
by this Bond Ordinance, is 10.71 years. 

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly 
prepared and filed in the office of the Township Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof 
has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department 
of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the 
Township, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is increased by the authorization of the Bonds and 
Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance by $477,600 and the obligations authorized herein will be 
within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $60,000 for items of expense listed in and 
permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the 
Improvements, as indicated herein. 

SECTION 7:  

Any funds or grant monies received for the purpose described in Section 3 of this 
Ordinance shall be used for financing said Improvement by application thereof either to direct 
payment of the cost of said Improvement or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of the 



obligations of the Township authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance.  Any such funds received 
may, and all such funds so received which are not required for direct payment of the cost of said 
Improvement shall, be held and applied by the Township as funds applicable only to the payment 
of obligations of the Township authorized by this Bond Ordinance. 

SECTION 8:  

The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of 
the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance.  The obligations 
shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Township, and the Township shall be obligated to levy 
ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Township for the payment of the 
obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

SECTION 9: 

 

The Chief Financial Officer of the Township is hereby authorized to prepare and to update 
from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in connection with 
the sale of obligations of the Township and to execute such disclosure document on behalf of the 
Township.  The Chief Financial Officer is further authorized to enter into the appropriate 
undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Township pursuant to Rule 
15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Rule”) for the benefit of holders and 
beneficial owners of obligations of the Township and to amend such undertaking from time to time 
in connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is and 
continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the 
requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Township fails to comply with its undertaking, the 
Township shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific 
performance of the undertaking. 

SECTION 10:  

This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation 
Section 1.150-2.  The Township reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the 
Improvement prior to the date that Township incurs debt obligations under this Bond Ordinance.  
The Township reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be 
incurred by the Township under this Bond Ordinance.  The maximum principal amount of debt 
expected to be issued for payment of the cost of the Improvement is $477,600. 

SECTION 11:  

This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final 
adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 

TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 

WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE 

 

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced and 
passed upon first reading at a meeting of the governing body of the Township of Lopatcong, in the 
County of Warren, State of New Jersey, on June 4, 2025.  It will be further considered for final 
passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the governing body to be held at the 
Municipal Building, 232 South 3rd Street, in the Township of Lopatcong, on July 2, 2025 at 7:30 
o’clock PM.  During the week prior to and up to and including the date of such meeting copies of 



the full ordinance will be available at no cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s 
office for the members of the general public who shall request the same.  The summary of the 
terms of such bond ordinance follows:  

Title: Bond Ordinance Providing An Appropriation Of $503,000 For Various Capital 
Improvements In And By The Township Of Lopatcong, In The County Of Warren, New 
Jersey And Authorizing The Issuance Of $477,600 Bonds Or Notes Of The Township For 
Financing Part Of The Appropriation 

Purpose(s): Various acquisitions and improvements for the Department of Public Works, including 
acquisition of a mason dump truck and improvements to Department of Public Works 
parking lot; Acquisition of various equipment for the Fire Department, including but not 
limited to headsets, turnout gear, SCBA bottles,  air packs, battery combo tools, forcible 
entry tools, saws, gas meters, belts, power hawk auto crib and helmets; Acquisition of 
various equipment for the Police Department, including but not limited to acquisition of 
mobile video recorders with flashback high definition systems; Improvements to various 
municipal properties, including but not limited to security upgrades for the Township 
Municipal Building and improvements to the Emergency Medical Services Building. 

Appropriation:  $503,000 

Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $477,600  

Grants (if any) Appropriated:  N/A 

Section 20 Costs:  $60,000 

Useful Life:  10.71 Years 

 

 

 

        M. Beth Dilts, Clerk 

 

This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17. 

 
Motion to adopt this Ordinance on first reading by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman Palitto. 
Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, 
Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 

 
Ordinance No. 25-11 – First reading of Bond Ordinance Providing an Appropriation of 
$600,000 for Improvements to Stonehenge Drive In and By the Township of Lopatcong 
Authorizing the Issuance of $440,018 Bonds or Notes for Financing Part of the Appropriation.  
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-11 

 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION 
OF $600,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO STONEHENGE 
DRIVE IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, IN 
THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $440,018 BONDS OR 



NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF 
THE APPROPRIATION. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
LOPATCONG, IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all 
members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 12:  

The improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance (the “Improvement”) is 
hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, New 
Jersey (the “Township”) as a general improvement.  For the said Improvement there is hereby 
appropriated the amount of $600,000.  Such sum includes the sum of (a) $136,782 expected to be 
received as a grant from the New Jersey Department of Transportation (the “Grant”); and (b) the 
sum of $23,200 as the down payment (the “Down Payment”) required by the Local Bond Law of 
the State of New Jersey, constituting Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as 
amended and supplemented (the “Local Bond Law”).  The Down Payment is now available by 
virtue of provision in one or more previously adopted budgets for down payments or capital 
improvement purposes. 

SECTION 13:  

In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvement not covered by application of 
the Down Payment and the Grant, negotiable bonds of the Township are hereby authorized to be 
issued in the principal amount of $440,018 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the 
“Bonds”).  In anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds and to temporarily finance said 
Improvement or purposes, negotiable bond anticipation notes of the Township are hereby 
authorized to be issued in the principal amount not exceeding $440,018 pursuant to the provisions 
of the Local Bond Law (the “Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”). 

SECTION 14:  

(a) The Improvements hereby authorized and the purposes for the financing of which 
said obligations are to be issued is for improvements to Stonehenge Drive, including stripping, 
curb ramp construction, milling and paving, drainage improvements, and curbing and pavement 
restoration along South Fifth Street, and including all work and materials necessary therefor and 
incidental thereto, all as shown on and in accordance with the plans and specifications therefor on 
file in the Office of the Clerk and hereby approved. 

(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of 
financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $440,018. 

(c) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $600,000 which amount represents the 
initial appropriation made by the Township.   

SECTION 15:  

All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be 
determined by the municipal finance officer of the Township (the “Chief Financial Officer”); 
provided that no Note shall mature later than one year from its date.  The Notes shall bear interest 
at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  The 
Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection with Notes issued pursuant to 
this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive 
evidence as to all such determinations.  All Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to 
time subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond Law.  The Chief Financial Officer 
is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at public or private sale and 
to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus 
accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is 
directed to report in writing to the Township Council of the Township at the meeting next 
succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made.  
Such report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule 
of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 



SECTION 16:  

The capital budget of the Township is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of 
this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated 
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program 
as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community 
Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the Township Clerk and is available for public 
inspection. 

SECTION 17:  

The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 

(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a current 
expense, and is a capital improvement or property that the Township may lawfully make or acquire 
as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on 
property specially benefited thereby. 

(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the Local 
Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for such 
purpose, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the Bonds authorized 
by this Bond Ordinance, is 20 years. 

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly 
prepared and filed in the office of the Township Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof 
has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department 
of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the 
Township, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is increased by the authorization of the Bonds and 
Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance by $440,018 and the obligations authorized herein will be 
within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $200,000 for items of expense listed in and 
permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the 
Improvements, as indicated herein. 

SECTION 18:  

Any funds or grant monies received for the purpose described in Section 3 of this 
Ordinance shall be used for financing said Improvement by application thereof either to direct 
payment of the cost of said Improvement or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of the 
obligations of the Township authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance.  Any such funds received 
may, and all such funds so received which are not required for direct payment of the cost of said 
Improvement shall, be held and applied by the Township as funds applicable only to the payment 
of obligations of the Township authorized by this Bond Ordinance. 

SECTION 19:  

The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of 
the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance.  The obligations 
shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Township, and the Township shall be obligated to levy 
ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Township for the payment of the 
obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

SECTION 9: 

 

The Chief Financial Officer of the Township is hereby authorized to prepare and to update 
from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in connection with 
the sale of obligations of the Township and to execute such disclosure document on behalf of the 
Township.  The Chief Financial Officer is further authorized to enter into the appropriate 
undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Township pursuant to Rule 
15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Rule”) for the benefit of holders and 
beneficial owners of obligations of the Township and to amend such undertaking from time to time 



in connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is and 
continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the 
requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Township fails to comply with its undertaking, the 
Township shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific 
performance of the undertaking. 

  



SECTION 20:  

This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation 
Section 1.150-2.  The Township reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the 
Improvement prior to the date that Township incurs debt obligations under this Bond Ordinance.  
The Township reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be 
incurred by the Township under this Bond Ordinance.  The maximum principal amount of debt 
expected to be issued for payment of the cost of the Improvement is $440,018. 

SECTION 21:  

This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final 
adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 

                                      TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 

WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE 

 

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced and 
passed upon first reading at a meeting of the governing body of the Township of Lopatcong, in the 
County of Warren, State of New Jersey, on June 4, 2025.  It will be further considered for final 
passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the governing body to be held at the 
Municipal Building, 232 South 3rd Street, in the Township of Lopatcong, on July 2, 2025 at 7:30 
o’clock PM.  During the week prior to and up to and including the date of such meeting copies of 
the full ordinance will be available at no cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s 
office for the members of the general public who shall request the same.  The summary of the 
terms of such bond ordinance follows:  

Title: Bond Ordinance Providing An Appropriation Of $600,000 For Improvements To 
Stonehenge Drive In And By The Township Of Lopatcong, In The County Of Warren, New 
Jersey And Authorizing The Issuance Of $440,018 Bonds Or Notes Of The Township For 
Financing Part Of The Appropriation 

Purpose(s): For improvements to Stonehenge Drive, including stripping, curb ramp construction, 
milling and paving, drainage improvements, and curbing and pavement restoration along 
South Fifth Street, and including all work and materials necessary therefor and incidental 
thereto. 

Appropriation:  $600,000 

Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $440,018  

Grants (if any) Appropriated:  $136,782 expected to be received as a grant from the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. 

Section 20 Costs:  $200,000 

Useful Life:  20 Years 

 

        M. Beth Dilts, Clerk 

 



This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17. 

 
Motion to adopt this Ordinance on first reading by Council President Palitto, seconded by Mayor 
Wright.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Consent Agenda:  
 
Motion to adopt the Consent Agenda by Councilman Marinelli, seconded by Council President 
Palitto.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 

R 25-101 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING CONSENT AGENDA FOR COUNCIL’S 

CONSIDERATION 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby approve and authorize a Consent Agenda to move routine items of 
business requiring no discussion; and 

WHEREAS, there are listed Items one through eight on the Consent Agenda. 

1. Resolution to Renew liquor license term for House of Wine and Liquor, Inc. and The 
Brass Rail, Inc., and Strykers Golf and Hospitality, LLC July 1, 2025 through June 30, 
2026. 

2. Resolution to authorize contract for Fireworks with Garden State Fireworks  in the amount 
of $11,000 for Community Day September 13, 2025.  

3. Resolution authorizing Chapter 159 Requesting Approval of Item of Revenue and 
Appropriation to Insert Sum of $27,424.97 – NJ Environmental Protection Agency – 
Clean Communities 2025 

4. Resolution to Issue a Tax Refund for Overpayment for Block 11, Lot 10 in the amount of 
$1,564.44. 

5. Resolution authorizing pay raises for eligible employees. 
6. Resolution authorizing quote submitted by Statewide Tree Service in the amount of 

$10,100 for Tree Removal Project on Powderhorn Drive.  
7. Resolution to award Public Works Garage Pavement Project to Samson Concrete, LLC in 

the amount of $142,825.50. 
8. Authorize Operation and Maintenance Proposal submitted by Vanguard Partners in the 

amount of $3,071.86 to maintain solar panels. 
 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 4, 2025. 

          

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 



Resolution No. 25-93 - Renew liquor license term for House of Wine and Liquor, Inc. and The 
Brass Rail, Inc., and Strykers Golf and Hospitality, LLC July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026. 

 

R 25-93 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF CERTAIN LIQUOR 

LICENSES FOR TERM JULY 1, 2025 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2026 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey have received the following applications for liquor license renewal: 

The Brass Rail, Inc., License No. 2115-33-004-007 

House of Liquor and Wine, Inc., No. 2115-44-001-004 

 Strykers Golf and Hospitality, LLC., License No. 2115-33-003-008 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey that the applications for renewal of the 
above-named liquor license holders be approved pursuant to N.J.S.A. 33: 1-12-26 from July 1, 
2024 to June 30, 2025. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 4, 2025. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 25-94 - Authorize contract for Fireworks with Garden State Fireworks  in the 
amount of $11,000 for Community Day September 13, 2025.  
 

R 25-94 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING FIREWORKS CONTRACT TO GARDEN 

STATE FIREWORKS IN THE AMOUNT OF $11,000 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong will hold Community Day on September 6, 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to have fireworks included in the celebration; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Recreation Commission of Lopatcong Township provided a quote for the 
fireworks from Garden State Fireworks Company in the amount of $11,000.00. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey have contracted with Garden State 
Fireworks for the Community Day celebration fireworks to be held on Saturday, September 6, 
2025. 
 

CERTIFICATION 



I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 4, 2025. 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 25-95 - Authorize Chapter 159 Requesting Approval of Item of Revenue and 
Appropriation to Insert Sum of $27,424.97 – NJ Environmental Protection Agency – Clean 
Communities 2025. 

R 25-95 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEM OF REVENUE AND 

APPROPRIATION N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services may approve the insertion of any special of revenue in the budget of any county and 
municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount was not 
determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal 
amount. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, county of Warren and State of New Jersey hereby requests the Director of the 
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 
budget of the year 2025. 
 
In the sum of $27,424.97 – NJ Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $27,424.97 – Clean Communities 2025 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 4, 2025 
 
.        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-96 - Issue a Tax Refund for Overpayment for Block 11, Lot 10 in the amount 
of $1,564.44. 
 

R 25-96 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 11, LOT 10 
 

WHEREAS, it has been found that, on April 28, 2025, the resident’s title company paid $1,564.44 
for 2nd Quarter 2025 taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has also been found that, on May 7, 2025, the resident’s mortgage company paid 
$1,564.44 for the 2nd Quarter 2025 taxes; and 
 



WHEREAS, this has resulted in an overpayment on the account in the amount of $1,564.44; and 
 
WHEREAS, a refund has been requested by the title company. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a 
refund in the amount of $1,564.44 to:  Sunrise Title Services, Inc., 1599 Route 517, Hackettstown, 
NJ 07840. 
 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 4, 2025. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 25-97 - Authorize pay raises for eligible employees. 
 

R 25-97 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ESTABLISH PAY RATES FOR MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES 

FOR THE YEAR 2025 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey shall set a two percent 2% raise (effective January 1, 2025) for the job titles as 
listed below. Titles marked with an * did not receive a two percent raise. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following pay rates will be used during 2025 
to compensate municipal employees: 

 

*  MAYOR $12,000.00 

*  COUNCILPERSON $ 6,000.00 

 TOWNSHIP CLERK  $159,598.51 

 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT $54,060.00 

 TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR  $16,554.85 

 ELECTION BOARD CLERK   $1,673.12 

 QUALIFIED PURCHASING AGENT $15,606.00 

 PLANNING BOARD SECRETARY $12,809.48 

 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT SECRETARY  $6367.25 

 RENT LEVELING BOARD  $3,121.20 

 CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER  $152,498.85 

 PURCHASING AGENT $88,740.00 

 TAX ASSESSOR  $58,366.44 

 TAX/SEWER COLLECTOR  $124,848.00 



 ACCOUNT CLERK-TAX/SEWER OFFICE $68,401.20 

 SEWER APPEALS SECRETARY  $2,080.80 

DEPUTY REGISTRAR OF VITAL STATISTICS $2,550.00 

 SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS  $97,213.03 

DEPUTY SUPERVISOR PUBLIC WORKS  $81,151.20 

*MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE  $31,497.60 

 COMPUTER/WEBSITE CO-ORDINATOR $8,323.20 

    

COAH ADMINISTRATOR $ 4,936.80 

DEPUTY CLERK $54,060.00 

*DEPUTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICIAL  $1,326.00 

   

 CLEAN COMMUNITIES’ COORDINATOR $2,122.42 

 ANIMAL CONTROL REGISTRAR $3,329.28 

* CUSTODIAN MUNICIPAL BUILDING  $23.46/hour 

 RECORDS TECHNICIAN $55,141.20 

 POLICE MATRON $26.53/hour 

SCHOOOL CROSSING GUARDS $17.99/hour 

*CLASS III POLICE OFFICER $31.00/hour 

* LABORER $50,719.50 

* LABORER-PT $26.01/hour 

* SENIOR PUBLIC WORKS REPAIRER  $72,752.05 

 PARK SEASONAL MAINTENANCE  $21.23/hour 

* LABORER  $55,791.45 

* LABORER  $55,791.45 

 PARK SEASONAL MAINTENANCE $18.73/hour 

 ACTING SUPERVISOR OF PUBLIC WORKS $1.00/hour 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANT TO CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL $60,343.20 

 CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL/BUILDING SUB-CODE OFFICIAL  $49.69/hour 

ZONING OFFICIAL  $43.40/hour 

ZONING OFFICIAL TWO-HOUR CALL OUT RATE $43.40/hour 

  FIRESUB-CODEOFFICIAL/FIREPREVENTION/LEADPAINT 
INSPECTOR  

$43.40/hour 

 FIRE SUB-CODE OFFICIAL  $43.40/hour 

 PLUMBING SUB-CODE OFFICIAL  $43.40/hour 

 ELECTRICAL SUB-CODE OFFICIAL  $43.40/hour 

SHADE TREE SECRETARY $3,641.40 

 

 



 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren 
and State of New Jersey, approve a two percent increase for employees as listed above. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 4, 2025. 

 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 25-98 - Authorize quote submitted by Stateline Tree Service in the amount of 
$10,100 for Tree Removal Project on Powderhorn Drive.  
 

R 25-98 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AWARD QUOTE TO STATELINE TREE, INC., IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $10,100.00 TO REMOVE 22 NORWAY MAPLE TREES ALONG 
POWDERHORN DRIVE DUE TO POOR HEALTH  

 
WHEREAS, the Shade Tree Commission initiated a project to remove 22 Norway Maple Trees 
along Powderhorn Drive due to poor health; and 
 
WHEREAS, three companies submitted quotes to perform the work; and 
 
WHEREAS, Stateline Tree, Inc., provided the best quote to remove the trees and grind the stumps 
in the amount of $9500.00 with a fee of $600.00 for traffic control. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey accept the quote from Stateline Tree, Inc., 
in the amount of $10,100 to perform the work. 
 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 4, 2025. 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 25-99 - Award Public Works Garage Pavement Project to Samson Concrete, 
LLC in the amount of $142,825.50. 
 

R 25-99 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AWARDING CONTRACT TO SAMSON CONCRETE & 

MASONRY, LLC FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS GARAGE PAVEMENT IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECT IN THE AMOUNT OF $142,825.50 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong received and opened bids on May 28, 2025 for the Public 
Works Garage Pavement Improvements; and 
 



WHEREAS, the low bid for the base bid for the project was submitted by Samson Concrete & 
Masonry LLC, (“Samson”) of Phillipsburg, New Jersey; and 
 
WHEREAS, the low bidder has been found to be qualified and the bid was found to be in 
compliance with the contract documents and technical specifications. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BYTHE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, at its meeting of June 4, 2025 that a contract be awarded to 
Samson for the base bid in the amount of $142,825.50. 
 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 4, 2025. 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 25-100 - Authorize Operation and Maintenance Proposal submitted by Vanguard 
Energy Partners in the amount of $3,071.86 to maintain solar panels. 

 
R 25-100 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AWARD OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE PROPOSAL TO 
VANGUARD ENERGY PARTNERS, LLC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,071.86 FOR 

CONTRACT TERM MAY 8, 2025 THROUGH MAY 7, 2026 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong has solar panels mounted on the roofs of five municipal 
facilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, Vanguard Energy Partners, LLC had installed the panels on buildings in 2010; and 
 
WHEREAS, Vanguard has  continued to contract with the Township to operate and maintain the 
panels through the years; and 
 
WHEREAS, Vanguard has submitted a contract for term beginning May 8, 2025 through May 7, 
2026 in the amount of $3,071.86. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey authorize the contract with Vanguard 
Energy Partners, LLC for a one-year term in the amount of $3,071.86. 
 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, June 4, 2025. 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Council Reports: 
 
Councilman McQuade – No report. 
 
Councilman Belcaro – Councilman McQuade and he attended a sewer meeting a few weeks ago in 
Phillipsburg. The rate increase is being worked on and will be established sometime this year.  There is no 



more sewer capacity and when asked about future expansion, Phillipsburg attorney could not provide an 
answer.  There was no more discussion on privatization. 
 
Councilman Marinelli – No report. 
 
Council President Palitto – Music in the park has begun for the season.  Community Day is scheduled for 
September 6th with a rain date of September 13th.  A car show and fireworks has been scheduled so far. 
 
Mayor Wright – Read the Fire Chief’s report – 23 incidents totaling 82 since the beginning of the year.  
Last year at this time, there were 79 incidents.  They have updated their system dealing with brush fires 
which have increased.   Thanked the Board and Attorney Baldwin for their hard work on the Fourth 
Round Affordable Housing commitments. 
   
Engineer’s Report – Concept plan for Fox Farm Road is complete and coordinating currently with 
FEMA to finalize their approvals for the project and also with the NJDEP.  There is a pre-application 
meeting is scheduled in the next few weeks keeping that project moving.  The pool demolition is ongoing; 
waiting for the electrical transformer to be removed by JCP&L on June 11th.  The Bath House will then be 
demolished.  The overall pool and park improvement plan preparations will be completed and ready for 
final review later this month.  The pre-construction meeting was held for the pickleball courts and once 
the materials are received, the contractor will begin work – scheduled for start on June 16th.  The 
improvements to Stonehenge Drive are currently with the NJDOT for their review and once that is 
complete, the project will go out to bid.  The DPW Garage Pavement Project was awarded this evening to 
Samson Concrete and Masonry.  
 
Police Report – Chief Garcia noted the Law Enforcement Torch Run is Friday and the Police Department 
has participated every year running the leg of the run around 9:15 am in the Township. Reminded 
everyone to keep their cars locked as there have been break-ins.  Traffic Report – 165 stops of which 49% 
were issued traffic violations; traffic citations and of those given traffic citations 59% of them were 
overweight motor vehicle tractor trailers.   
 
DPW Report – Noted that trees and branches are being taken down throughout the town. Park will be 
shut down on the 9th for spraying of weeds.  Seasonal employees are a benefit as they are assisting to keep 
up with the grass cutting, etc.   
 
Approve Dept. Reports – Council President Palitto made a motion to approve, seconded by Councilman 
Belcaro.  All in favor. 
 
Payment of Bills – Motion by Council President Palitto, seconded by Mayor Wright.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, 
Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Public Comment – 3-minutes 
 
Bob Bruce – Harwich Road – Thanked Council, Mayor and Mr. Baldwin on the clarification on the work 
that they did with the affordable housing.  Councilman Belcaro did a good job of laying the groundwork 
and the Planning Board handled it very good.  Thanked the Council for the increase of police presence.  
Mr. Bruce told Mr. Marinelli he was sorry for his outburst a couple of meetings ago. 
 
Pam Thomas – 6 Wordsworth Lane – Not speaking for the Lopatcong School Board.  Acknowledged that 
the Shade Tree Commission did a wonderful job with the kids when planting the tree at the school.   
 
Adjournment – Motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman 
Marinelli.  All in favor.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 



Margaret B. Dilts, MMC     William D. Wright 
Clerk/Administrator      Mayor 
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