TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG
MEETING MINUTES

6:30 PM Executive Session/7:30 pm Regular Session

May 7, 2025

The Regular Meeting of the Lopatcong Township Council was called to order by Mayor Wright.
The meeting was held in the Municipal Building located at 232 S. Third St., Phillipsburg, New
Jersey

A Prayer was offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance.

Mayor Wright stated “adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time and
place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by advertising a
Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express-Times Warren County Zone and by posting a copy
on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building.”

Present: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President
Palitto, Mayor Wright. Also, present were Attorney Baldwin and Engineer Wisniewski.

Attorney Baldwin summarized Executive Session that Items one through four were discussed
and no action taken.

Public Comment:

Bob Bruce — 11 Harwich Road - Asked to confirm under the Municipal Building Budget hearing
he would be able to ask questions. He also asked for an explanation of the Resolution of Support
for the Rt. 57 bridge project, Recycling Resolution Grant and Lead Hazard Control Resolution.

Old Business:

Minutes — Approve Executive and Regular Sessions for April 2, 2025. Motion by Councilman
McQuade, seconded by Council President Palitto. Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President
Palitto, Mayor Wright.

NAYS: None

Resolution No. 25-77 — Cancel unexpended Capital Ordinance 24-18 balance in the amount of
$62,933.65.

R 25-77
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO CANCEL UNEXPENDED CAPITAL BALANCE

WHEREAS, certain Bond/Capital appropriation ordinances have funding that is no longer
necessary; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balance.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey that the following Capital Ordinance be

hereby cancelled to Capital Improvement Fund.

Capital Ordinance Amount

2024-18 Acquisition of EMS Building completed $62,933.65



CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Motion to adopt this Resolution by Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman Belcaro.
Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President
Palitto, Mayor Wright.

NAYS: None

Resolution 25-85 - Municipal Budget 2025 — Public Hearing and Adoption. CFO Browne stated
that for the 2025 Budget, the total Appropriations are $11,569,595.10 with anticipated Revenues
of $5,206,717.95 which leaves the amount to be raised by taxes to $6,362,867.15 which equates
to the local share only of $28 annually for a house assessed at $231,000.00. The rate went up 1.2
cents per $100 of assessed valuation on a home. This is about 2% more than last year. The
municipal Open Space Tax is 3 cents. Both the Appropriation and Tax Levy CAP are in compliance
stated the auditor. CFO Browne stated budget cuts of $300,000.00 were made to meet the CAP.
Motion to hold a public hearing by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman McQuade. All
in favor.

Bob Bruce — 11 Harwich Road — asked if there is a line item in the budget for the maintenance of
the pool and park? CFO Browne said no because it’s not real debt. He asked if there was a line
item when it was open? CFO Browne said there was a line item for Parks and Recreation. He
asked for the numbers before the pool closed to which she will provide to him.

Motion to close the public hearing by Councilman McQuade, seconded by Councilman McQuade.
All in favor.

Motion to adopt the 2025 Budget by Councilman McQuade, seconded by Mayor Wright. Roll call
Vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President
Palitto, Mayor Wright.

NAYS: None

Ordinance No. 2025-05 — Second reading and public hearing of Bond Ordinance providing an
Appropriation of $2,276,103 for Acquisition of Ladder Truck In and By the Township of
Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, New Jersey and Authorizing the Issuance of $2,162,293
Bonds or Notes of the Township of Lopatcong for Financing Part of the Appropriation. Motion to
hold a public hearing by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman Palitto. No comments
from the public. Motion to close the public hearing by Council President Palitto, seconded by
Councilman McQuade. All in favor.

ORDINANCE # 25-05

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION
OF $2,276,103 FOR ACQUISITION OF A LADDER TRUCK
IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, IN THE
COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,162,293 BONDS OR
NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF
THE APPROPRIATION.



BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
LOPATCONG, IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all
members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1:

The improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance (the “Improvement”) is
hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, New
Jersey (the “Township”) as a general improvement. For the said Improvement there is hereby
appropriated the amount of $2,276,103. Such sum includes the sum $113,810 as the down
payment (the “Down Payment”) required by the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey,
constituting Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended and supplemented (the
“Local Bond Law”). The Down Payment is now available by virtue of provision in one or more
previously adopted budgets for down payments or capital improvement purposes.

SECTION 2:

In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvement not covered by application of
the Down Payment, negotiable bonds of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued in the
principal amount of $2,162,293 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bonds”).
In anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds and to temporarily finance said Improvement or
purposes, negotiable bond anticipation notes of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued
in the principal amount not exceeding $2,162,293 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond
Law (the “Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”).

SECTION 3:

(a) The Improvements hereby authorized and the purposes for the financing of which
said obligations are to be issued is for acquisition of a ladder truck, all as shown on and in
accordance with the plans and specifications therefor on file in the Office of the Clerk and hereby
approved.

(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of
financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $2,162,293.

(©) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $2,276,103 which amount represents the
initial appropriation made by the Township.

SECTION 4:

All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be
determined by the municipal finance officer of the Township (the “Chief Financial Officer”);
provided that no Note shall mature later than one year from its date. The Notes shall bear interest
at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer. The
Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection with Notes issued pursuant to
this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive
evidence as to all such determinations. All Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to
time subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond Law. The Chief Financial Officer
is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at public or private sale and
to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus
accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof. The Chief Financial Officer is
directed to report in writing to the Township Council of the Township at the meeting next
succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made.
Such report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule
of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser.

SECTION 5:

The capital budget of the Township is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of
this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith. The resolution in the form promulgated
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program
as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community
Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the Township Clerk and is available for public
inspection.



SECTION 6:
The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated:

(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a current
expense, and is a capital improvement or property that the Township may lawfully make or acquire
as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on
property specially benefited thereby.

(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the Local
Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for such
purpose, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the Bonds authorized
by this Bond Ordinance, is 20 years.

(©) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly
prepared and filed in the office of the Township Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof
has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department
of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey. Such statement shows that the gross debt of the
Township, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is increased by the authorization of the Bonds and
Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance by $2,162,293 and the obligations authorized herein will
be within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law.

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $5,000 for items of expense listed in and
permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the
Improvements, as indicated herein.

SECTION 7:

Any funds or grant monies received for the purpose described in Section 3 of this
Ordinance shall be used for financing said Improvement by application thereof either to direct
payment of the cost of said Improvement or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of the
obligations of the Township authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance. Any such funds received
may, and all such funds so received which are not required for direct payment of the cost of said
Improvement shall, be held and applied by the Township as funds applicable only to the payment
of obligations of the Township authorized by this Bond Ordinance.

SECTION 8:

The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of
the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance. The obligations
shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Township, and the Township shall be obligated to levy
ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Township for the payment of the
obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount.

SECTION 9:

The Chief Financial Officer of the Township is hereby authorized to prepare and to update
from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in connection with
the sale of obligations of the Township and to execute such disclosure document on behalf of the
Township. The Chief Financial Officer is further authorized to enter into the appropriate
undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Township pursuant to Rule
15¢2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Rule”) for the benefit of holders and
beneficial owners of obligations of the Township and to amend such undertaking from time to time
in connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is and
continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the
requirements of the Rule. In the event that the Township fails to comply with its undertaking, the
Township shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific
performance of the undertaking.

SECTION 10:



This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation
Section 1.150-2. The Township reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the
Improvement prior to the date that Township incurs debt obligations under this Bond Ordinance.
The Township reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be
incurred by the Township under this Bond Ordinance. The maximum principal amount of debt
expected to be issued for payment of the cost of the Improvement is $2,162,293.

SECTION 11:

This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final
adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law.



TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG
WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOND ORDINANCE STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally
adopted by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, State of New Jersey on May 7,
2025 and the 20-day period of limitation within which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the
validity of such ordinance can be commenced, as provided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to
run from the date of the first publication of this statement. Copies of the full ordinance are
available at no cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for members of the
general public who request the same. The summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

Title: Bond Ordinance Providing An Appropriation Of $2,276,103 For Acquisition Of A Ladder
Truck In And By The Township Of Lopatcong, In The County Of Warren, New Jersey And
Authorizing The Issuance Of $2,162,293 Bonds Or Notes Of The Township For Financing
Part Of The Appropriation

Purpose(s): For acquisition of a ladder truck, all as shown on and in accordance with the plans and
specifications therefor on file in the Office of the Clerk and hereby approved.

Appropriation: $2,276,103
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $2,162,293
Grants (if any) Appropriated: N/A
Section 20 Costs: $5,000

Useful Life: 20 Years

M. Beth Dilts, Clerk

Motion to adopt this Ordinance by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Council President Palitto.
Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President
Palitto, Mayor Wright.

NAYS: None

Ordinance No. 2025-06 — Second reading and public hearing to Adopt a Revision and
Codification of the Ordinances of the Township of Lopatcong. Motion to hold a public hearing
by Council President Palitto, seconded by Mayor Wright. All in favor. Bob Bruce — 11 Harwich
Road — Grammer was being cleaned up but not anything of substance — is that still the case?
Attorney Baldwin stated there was also compliance with state regulations that may have changed
over time. Motion to close the public hearing by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman
McQuade. All in favor.

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-06



SECOND NOTICE OF AN ORDINANCE

NOTICE is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025 at the
Municipal Building, 232 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, the following Ordinance
was presented and passed on the final reading. The Ordinance was then ordered to be published
according to law by title only.

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A REVISION AND CODIFICATION OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Said Ordinance may be read and inspected at any time at the Office of the Municipal Clerk,
Lopatcong Township Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey Monday
through Friday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Motion to adopt this Ordinance by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman McQuade.
Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President
Palitto, Mayor Wright.

NAYS: None

Ordinance No. 2025-07 — Second reading and public hearing to amend Chapter 243 entitled
“Zoning and Land Use”, to amend Definition of “Alley”. Motion to hold a public hearing by
Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman McQuade. All in favor. No public comment.
Motion to close public hearing by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman McQuade. All
in favor.

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-07

SECOND NOTICE OF AN ORDINANCE

NOTICE is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025 at the
Municipal Building, 232 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, the following Ordinance
was presented and passed on the final reading. The Ordinance was then ordered to be published
according to law by title only.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE DEFINTION OF “ALLEY” CONTAINED IN CHAPTER 243 OF
THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG ENTITLED “ZONING AND LAND USE”



Said Ordinance may be read and inspected at any time at the Office of the Municipal Clerk,
Lopatcong Township Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey Monday
through Friday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Motion to adopt this Ordinance by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman McQuade.
Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President
Palitto, Mayor Wright.

NAYS: None

New Business:

Ordinance No. 2025-08 — First reading to Establish the Position of Captain in the Police
Department.
ORDINANCE NO. 2025-08

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF
WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 47
ENTITLED “POLICE DEPARTMENT”, SECTION 4 ENTITLED
“MEMBERSHIP; APPOINTMENT” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF LOPATCONG TO ESTABLISH THE RANK OF CAPTAIN IN THE
POLICE DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:14-118 requires that the governing body of a municipality
establish, by ordinance, the manner in which its police department is organized and the number
and types of officers and personnel; and

WHEREAS, The Township Council of the Township of Lopatcong (“Council”) has
determined that creation of the rank of Captain will enhance the effective supervision and
administration of the Township Police Department (“Department”).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of New Jersey as follows:

SECTION I

§ 47-4. Membership; Appointment

A. The Department of Police shall consist of the Chief of Police, Lieutenant(s), Captain(s),
Sergeant(s), and such other number of officers, policemen and personnel as the Council
shall consider necessary for the welfare and protection of persons and property in the
Township.

B. Members of the Police Department shall be appointed by the Township Council.

SECTION 11

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed
to the extent of such inconsistencies.

SECTION 111



If any article, section, subsection, paragraphs, phrase or sentence is, for any reason,
inconsistent with the Code of the Township of Lopatcong, or is held to be unconstitutional
or invalid, said article, section, subsection, paragraph, phrase or sentence shall be deemed
severable.

SECTION 1V

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication as
provided by law.

NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced to pass on first reading at
a regular meeting of the Council of the Township of Lopatcong held on May 7, 2025 and ordered
published in accordance with the law. Said Ordinance will be considered for final reading and
adoption at a regular meeting of the Township Council to be held on June 4, 2025 at 7:30 PM, or
as soon thereafter as the Township Council may hear this Ordinance, at the Municipal Building,
232 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, at which time all persons interested may appear
for or against the passage of said Ordinance.

M. Beth Dilts, MMC
Township Clerk

Motion to adopt this Ordinance on first reading by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by
Councilman McQuade. Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President
Palitto, Mayor Wright.

NAYS: None

Ordinance No. 2025-09 — First reading to Establish a Salary Range for the position of Captain
and Increase certain other Salary Ranges within the Salary Ordinance.

2025-09

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH/ADJUST THE SALARIES, RETAINERS AND WAGE
RANGES OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES IN THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF
WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of
New Jersey that the salaries, retainers and wage rates of officers and employees are as follows:

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

$135,000.00 — $155,000.00

MUNICIPAL CLERK
$105,000.00 — $165,000.00




TECHNICAL ASSISTANT TO THE
CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL

$55,000.00 - $65,000.00

LABORER

$20.00 - $40.00

POLICE CAPTAIN
$129,000.00 - $150,000.00

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication according to law
(N.J.S.A. 40:69A-181(Db)).

NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced to pass on first reading at a
regular meeting of the Council of the Township of Lopatcong held on May 7, 2025 and ordered
published in accordance with the law. Said Ordinance will be considered for final reading and
adoption at a regular meeting of the Township Council to be held on June 4, 2025 at 7:30 pm or as
soon thereafter as the Township Council may hear this Ordinance in the Municipal Building, 232
S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, at which time all persons interested may appear for or
against the passage of said Ordinance.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Motion to adopt this Ordinance on first reading by Council President Palitto, seconded by Mayor
Wright. Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President
Palitto, Mayor Wright.

NAYS: None

Consent Agenda:

Resolution No. 25-90 — Consent Agenda — Items one through 14.
R 25-90

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING CONSENT AGENDA FOR COUNCIL’S
CONSIDERATION

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby approve and authorize a Consent Agenda to move routine items of
business requiring no discussion; and

WHEREAS, there are listed Items one through fourteen on the Consent Agenda.

Approve Games of Chance Application submitted by Habitat for Humanity.

Approve Games of Chance Application submitted by Rotary Club Phillipsburg.

Approve Games of Chance Application submitted by 242 Foundation, Inc.

Resolution - Authorize Self-Examination of 2025 Budget.

Resolution - Approve Temporary Municipal Budget the Year 2025 in the amount of $60,000.00.
Resolution - Approve Warren County Municipal Alliance Grant Application for 2026.

AN



7. Resolution - Approve Temporary Capital Budget for Fire Ladder Truck in the amount of
$2,276,103.00.

8. Planning Board Class IV Member — Record Mayor Wright’s appointment of James Mengucci
term to expire 12/31/2028.

9. Resolution — Memorialize appointment of Township Engineer Paul Sterbenz as Temporary
Zoning Official.

10. Resolution - Authorizing Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate 2024-008 on Block 108, Lot 24 in
the amount of $906.93, Premium $1400.00.

11. Resolution — Authorizing Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 120, Lot 1 due to a Disabled
Veteran Exemption.

12. Resolution — Authorizing Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 58, Lot 9 due to a Disabled
Veteran Exemption.

13. Resolution — Authorizing Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2024-005 on Block 77, Lot 11.

14. Resolution — Appoint RAMM Environmental Services to provide Right-to-Know Survey
Compliance Services in the amount of $6,700.00.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Motion to adopt this Resolution by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Council President Palitto.
Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President
Palitto, Mayor Wright.
NAYS: None

Resolution No. 25-78 — Support request from DOT for Rt. 57 Bridge Over the Lopatcong Creek
Project.

R 25-78

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF
NEW JERSEY IN SUPPORT OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION RT. 57 BRIDGE OVER THE LOPATCONG CREEK PROJECT

WHEREAS, a meeting was held February 13, 2025, between NJDOT and representative of the Township
of Lopatcong concerning the Rt. 57 Bridge Over the Lopatcong Creek; and

WHEREAS, representatives of the Township of Lopatcong were in agreement with the project
improvements as shown on the plans as presented at the meeting held on February 13, 2025.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Lopatcong as
follows:

1. The Township Council authorizes and directs the Municipal Clerk to forwadrd a letter to the
NJDOT indicating support for the proposed improvements to the Rt. 57 Bridge Over the Lopatcong
Creek Project.

2. The Municipal Clerk is further directed to forward such a letter to be attached to this Resolution
expressing its support for this project.

ATTEST: Mayor:




CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of New Jersey
do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by Council at a meeting
held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Resolution No. 25-79 — Authorize Fire Subcode Inspector to perform Inspections for the Town of
Phillipsburg.

R 25-79

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING FIRE SUBCODE OFFICIAL TO PERFORM
INSPECTIONS FOR THE TOWN OF PHILLIPSBURG UP TO FOUR HOURS PER WEEK

WHEREAS, the Town of Phillipsburg has requested the Lopatcong Township Fire Subcode
Official perform inspections; and

WHEREAS, the hours requested are up to four hours per week; and

WHEREAS, these inspections would be performed at no charge as the Town of Phillipsburg
performs electrical inspections in return for the Township of Lopatcong.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council authorize this arrangement
as a Shared Service between the Town of Phillipsburg and the Township of Lopatcong.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of
New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Resolution No. 25-80 — Approve Chapter 159 to Add Item of Revenue and Appropriation in the
2025 Budget — Recycling Tonnage Grant $6,806.03.

R 25-80

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEM OF REVENUE AND
APPROPRIATION N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of Local Government Services may
approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or municipality
when such item shall have been available by law and the amount was not determined at the time
of the adoption of the budget; and

WHEREAS, the Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal
amount.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey hereby requests the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the
budget of the year 2025.

$6,806.03 NJ Environmental Protection



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the like sum of $6,806.03 is hereby appropriated to
Recycling Tonnage Grant — 2025

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of
New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Resolution No. 25-81 — Authorize refund of $400.00 on Block 63, Lot 2 as authorized by the
Sewer Appeal Board.

R 25-81

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG SEWER APPEAL PANEL, COUNTY
OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING ONE-TIME SEWER CREDIT
ON BLOCK 63, LOT 2 IN THE AMOUNT OF $400.00

WHEREAS, resident of 326 South Second Street, Block 63, Lot 2 explained the summer drought
resulted in their increased water usage to maintain their lawn. They are looking into installing a
deduct meter into the house and asking for a one-time leniency for the 4™ quarter billing of 2024;
and

WHEREAS, the resident provide her Aqua statements as well as sewer statements showing the
increase in her statements. The Sewer Appeal Panel had reviewed all documentation presented
and agreed that the excess water usage did not enter the sewer system; and

WHEREAS, the resident’s 4™ quarter sewer bill is $813.75 and the Sewer Appeal Panel agrees
that the sewer bill should be credited $400.00 for one-time sewer credit if the resident installs a
deduct water meter and voted to approve at a meeting held on April 16, 2025.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the refund of $400.00
as approved by the Sewer Appeal Panel on April 16, 2025.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of
New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Resolution No. 25-82 — Authorize the hire of Seasonal Workers in the Department of Public
Works.

R 25-82

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING SEASONAL WORKERS FOR THE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey authorize the hire of two seasonal workers for the Department of Public Works for
the summer season; and

WHEREAS, the seasonal workers shall be compensated at a rate established by the Salary
Ordinance.



NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and
State of New Jersey do hereby approve the hire to two seasonal workers for the Department of
Public Works for the summer season.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of
New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC
Resolution No. 25-83 — Establish Dedication by Rider for a Lead Hazard Control Assistance Fund.
R 25-83

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY REQUESTING PERMISSION TO ESTABLISH THE
DEDICATION BY RIDER FOR LEAD HAZARD CONTROL ASSISTANCE FUND (N.J.S.A.
52:27-437.4)

WHEREAS, permission is required from the Director of the Division of Local
Government Services for the approval as a dedication by rider of revenues received by a
municipality when the revenue is not subject to reasonably accurate estimate in advance; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong provides for receipt of Lead Hazard Control
Assistance Funds by the municipality to provide for the operating costs to administer this act; and,

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues anticipated from the
Lead Hazard Control Assistance Fund are hereby anticipated as revenue and are hereby
appropriated for the purpose to which said revenue is dedicated by statute or other legal
requirement.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Township of
Lopatcong as follows:

1. The Township Council does hereby request permission of the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services to pay expenditures of N.J.S.A. 452:27D-
437.4 Lead Hazard Control Assistance Fund.

2. The Municipal Clerk is hereby directed to forward two certified copies of this
resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services or submit
through FAST System.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren,
State of New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution
adopted by Council at the Council meeting held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Resolution No. 25-84 — Establish Dedication by Rider for Tree Removal/Replacement Escrow
Fund.

R 25-84



RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY RQUESTING PERMISSION TO ESTABLISH THE DEDICATION
BY RIDER FOR TREE REMOVAL/REPLACEMENT ESCROW FUND

WHEREAS, permission is required from the Director of the Division of Local Government
Services for the approval as a dedication by rider of revenues received by a municipality when the
revenue is not subject to reasonably accurate estimate in advance; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong provides for receipt of Tree Removal fees by the
municipality to provide for the operating costs to administer this act; and,

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues anticipated from the Tree
Removal/Replacement Escrow Fund are hereby anticipated as revenue and are hereby appropriated
for the purpose to which said revenue is dedicated by statute or other legal requirement.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Township of
Lopatcong as follows:

1. The Township Council does hereby request permission of the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services to include as a Dedication by Rider for
2025 and subsequent budgets, Tree Removal/Replacement Escrow Fund.

2. The Municipal Clerk is hereby directed to forward two certified copies of this
resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services or submit
through FAST System.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren,
State of New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution
adopted by Council at the Council meeting held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Samson Concrete & Masonry Pool Demolition Project — Payment is authorized in the amount
of $217,927.50 as recommended by Colliers Engineering.

Resolution No. 25-86 — Accept the Annual Audit for 2024 and sign Group Affidavit.
R 25-86

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY CERTIFYING THE ANNUAL AUDIT FOR 2024

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have made an
annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions; and

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2024 has been filed by a Registered Municipal
Accountant with the Municipal Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6 and a copy has been received
by each member of the Governing Body; and

WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey to
prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring
that the governing body of each municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance



Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, as a
minimum, the sections of the annual audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations; and

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed, as a minimum, the
Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments and
Recommendations, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body attached
hereto; and

WHEREAS, such resolution of the certification shall be adopted by the governing body no later
than forty-five days after the receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and

WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized themselves
with at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey,
as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board;
and

WHEREAS, a failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance Board of the State of
New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S.
52:27BB-52, to wit:

R.S. 52:27bB-52: A local officer or member of a local governing body who, after a date fixed for
compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local Government
Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon
conviction, may be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not
more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Township of Lopatcong, hereby
states that it has complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified copy of the
Resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said compliance.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Riverview Paving — Authorize payment for work completed on Jade lane in the amount of
$110,258.50.

Resolution No. 25-87 — Authorize Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2024-006 on Block 95,
Lot 1 in the amount of $67,178.88, Premium $45,200.00.

R 25-87

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE
NO. 2024-006 ON BLOCK 95, LOT 1

WHEREAS, at the Lopatcong Township Municipal Tax Sale held on December 10, 2024, a lien
was sold on Block 95, Lot 1 also known as 220 Belview Road for delinquent taxes; and

WHEREAS, this lien known as Tax Sale Certificate No. 2024-006 was sold to PRO CAP 8 FBO
Firstrust Bank; and

WHEREAS, on April 9, 2025, the Certificate No. 2024-006 has been satisfied in the amount of
$67, 178.88, Premium $45,200.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 7" day of May 2025, that the Chief Financial
Officer is authorized to issue a check in the amount of $67,178.88, Premium $45,200.00 for the
redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2024-006 to:



PRO CAP 8 FBO Firstrust Bank
P.O. Box 774
Fort Washington, PA 19034-0774

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of
New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at the Council meeting held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Resolution No. 25-88 — Authorize Refund for Tax Overpayment for Block 99, Lot 233
Qualification C1030 for Disabled Veteran Exemption in the amount of $874.56.

R 25-88

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR
BLOCK 99, LOT 233 QUALIFICATION C1030 DUE TO A DISABLED VETERAN
EXEMPTION

WHEREAS, Block 99, Lot 233, Qualification C1030 was previously approved for a Tax
Exemption on October 10, 2022, due to the Disabled Veteran Status; however, this exemption was
reduced to 50% based on the joint tenancy with right of survivorship ownership; and

WHEREAS, the applicant as of March 12, 2025, now has tenant by the entirety ownership rights
and is entitled to the full Tax Exemption for the Disabled Veteran Status; and

WHEREAS, the 1% Quarter 2025 property taxes will be cancelled in the amount of $152.45,
Quarter 2, 2025 in the amount of $722.11 as well as cancelling taxes for Quarter 3 and 4 of 2025
due to the Exemption Status; and

WHEREAS, the 1% and 2™ Quarters of 2025 property taxes were paid on January 25, 2025 and
April 14, 2025 respectively resulting in an overpayment.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 7" day of May 2025, that the Mayor and Council
of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, hereby authorizes the
Tax Collector to cancel the taxes and the Chief Financial Officer to refund the overpayment in the
amount of $874.56 to: Gregory & Lidia Gengaro, 1030 Deerhaven Terrace, Stewartsville, NJ
08886.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of
New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at the Council meeting held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Resolution No. 25-89 — Authorize Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate no. 2024-010 on Block
116.12, Lot 6 Qualification C0086 in the amount of $1,807.41, Premium $800.00.

R 25-89

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE
NO. 2024-010 ON BLOCK 116.12, LOT 6 QUALIFICATION C0086



WHEREAS, at the Lopatcong Township Municipal Tax Sale held on December 10, 2024, a lien
was sold on Block 116.12, Lot 6 Qualification C0086 also known as 86 Limerick Lane for
delinquent sewer; and

WHEREAS, this lien known as Tax Sale Certificate No. 2024-010 was sold to BALA Partners,
LLC; and

WHEREAS, on March 28, 2025, the Certificate No. 2024-010 has been satisfied in the amount of
$1,807.41, Premium $800.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 7" day of May 2025, that the Chief Financial
Officer is authorized to issue a check in the amount of $1,807.41, Premium for the redemption of
Tax Sale Certificate No. 2024-010 to:

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of
New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at the Council meeting held on Wednesday, May 7, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Council Reports:

Councilman McQuade — Reported that he was in receipt of an email from Mayor Wright
requesting he reach out to Cub Pack 54 to set up a speaking engagement. I reached out to
Samantha Peterson on May 1% and have not heard back as yet.

Councilman Belcaro — Reported that he had no knew news regarding new rates being established
by the Phillipsburg Sewer Board. He reiterated his ongoing concerns regarding the privatization
of the plant.

Council President Palitto — Thanked the Recreation Committee members and the Clerk’s Office
for all their help making the Easter Egg Hunt a success. The town Earth Day cleanup will be
rescheduled as it was cancelled due to the weather. Music in the Park begins the 28" of this
month and a $6,000 grant from the County has been awarded to assist in covering the costs.

Mayor Wright — Explained that the Prayer this evening was in honor of Betty Burd who was part
of the Delaware Park Engineer Co., Ladies Auxiliary, Pat Rivoli was with the Strykers Fire
House No. 2 for over 40 years as well as worked for the Warren County 911 Communications
Center. He was involved in helping during the 911 attack on the World Trade Center along with
many other volunteer situations.

Engineer’s Report — Engineer Wisniewski stated plans are being prepared for the Fox Farm Road
Project which is being coordinated with FEMA and DEP for permitting. The pool demolition is
ongoing; pool bath house is being demolished. Pickleball courts pre-construction meeting with
contractor was held last week and will be beginning as soon as materials are received in the next
few weeks. Park improvement plans are still in development; detailing work going on, on the
pool preparation and various other buildings that are being constructed as part of the project.
Plans have been submitted to the NJDOT for the Stonehenge Drive Improvement Project and
once authorization is provided, we can go out to bid to construct those improvements. The Jade
Lane Improvement Project has been ongoing and now the paving has been completed.

Police Report — Chief Garcia stated the Traffic Report for the month of April includes 299 traffic
stops which 37% of those drivers were issued a traffic citation and out of those issued, 49% were
overweight vehicles. They are busy with vehicle burglaries that started to pop up and reminded
the public to secure their cars and valuables are taken out. Solicitor permits are being posted as
well as information through the social media outlets on what to look out for. He noted that a call
to the Police Department is helpful so an officer can respond to anything suspicious.

DPW Report — Superintendent Weeks followed up on what the Mayor had said about Pat Rivoli
and noted he also volunteered at the Emergency Squad for years. The truck on order will be
delivered in about three weeks. People with high powered electric bikes are traveling on the



walking path in the park and coming up behind people pushing them out of the way and wants to
public to be aware because you don’t always hear them coming.

Fire Chief’s Report — Terry Lawer mentioned the two members of the fire company to be a great
loss. In March there were 20 calls nothing really standing out. In May there was a structure fire
along with two car fires. They have been practicing their skills on vehicle fires so this was
helpful when responding to those car fires. Thanked Council President Palitto for his assistance
working with him on the Easter Egg Hunt and thanked the Mayor for setting up that event. He
also thanked Council for trusting the department for the large capital purchase of the new ladder
truck. He assure everyone this is needed for the Township.

EMS Report — No report.

Shade Tree Report — Chairwoman George noted that she was late to provide the annual report in
January but presented them with this now. She noted that in 2025 the Commission has a lot of
activities planned; Arbor Day planting is scheduled for Monday at 1:30 together with the Green
Team at the middle school. Earth Day Cleanup was postponed due to weather

Approve Department Reports- Councilman Belcaro made a motion to approve, seconded by
Councilman McQuade. All in favor.

Payment of Bills — Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman Belcaro to approve
payment of bills. Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President
Palitto, Mayor Wright.

NAYS: None

Public Comment — 3 minutes

John Betz — Brakeley Gardens - Red School Lane — Confirmed there would be a Rent Leveling
Board meeting this month. Asked Councilman Belcaro to keep tenants and landlords apprised of
the privatization of the Phillipsburg Sewer Plant.

Bob Bruce — 11 Harwich Rd — Asked Councilman Belcaro questions regarding the privatization
of the Phillipsburg sewer plant and if the Township would be included in any decision.

Jesse Rozycki — 56 Puddingstone Way — Asked why a decision was being made that the township
has not considered to buy the Architects Golf Club. He ran numbers and noted it would be a
pretty good investment as a municipal golf course.

Barbara McClosky — 154 Beers St. — Resident of Lopatcong since 1998 — Noted the condition of
Delaware Park as increasingly horrific. She described the different situations regarding parking
and yard debris.

John Kecherson — 38 Jade Lane — Talked about the Planning Board Meeting that he watched the
video and asked to confirm that the affordable housing units Lopatcong is obligated to is 81
units.

Lee Rozycki — 56 Puddingstone Way — Spoke to the Council regarding the Architects Golf Club
and what the builder has proposed and looks to be moving forward with plans and professionals
in place and asked what the Councils confidence level is that this will move forward.

Motion to adjourn the meeting with no further questions from the public, seconded by
Councilman McQuade. All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,



Margaret B. Dilts William D. Wright
Clerk/Administrator Mayor
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