
  TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
MEETING MINUTES 

                
6:30 PM Executive Session/7:30 pm Regular Session 

 
        April 2, 2025 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Lopatcong Township Council was called to order by Mayor Wright.  
The meeting was held in the Municipal Building located at 232 S. Third St., Phillipsburg, New 
Jersey 
 
A Prayer was offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Wright stated “adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time and 
place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by advertising a 
Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express-Times Warren County Zone and by posting a copy 
on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building.” 
 
Present:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright.  Also, present were Attorney Baldwin and Engineer Wisniewski. 
 
Attorney Baldwin summarized Executive Session that Items one through four were discussed.  
The following action to be taken: 
Separation Agreement - Approve Separation Agreement for Andrew Melendez on motion by 
Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Mayor Wright. Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
Fourth Round Affordable Housing Litigation – Attorney Baldwin informed the public that a 
court settlement number of 81 units was reached regarding the Fourth Round of Affordable 
Housing and there will be a resolution authorizing the settlement.  Motion to approve the 
settlement number by Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman Marinelli.  Roll call 
vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Presentation – Wunder Power – NJ Community Solar Energy Program – Jake Fuller was 
present to provide an overview of the solar project.  Solar panels will be placed on the Prime 
Storage Facility – 700 panels will be placed on the rooftop on the Prime Self-Storage site.  As a 
first step, the Board of Public Utilities of New Jersey requires a letter of support from Mayor and 
Council so Wunder Power can join the Community Solar Program.  The project will generate 
over 508 kw hours of power for a year and as part of the Community Solar Program, the power 
that is generated on site will not be consumed onsite but exported to the grid.  Subscribers can be 
signed up to the program with a 20% savings on their current bills; at least half will be lower to 
moderate income subscribers.  The majority of the property is in Greenwich Township while a 
small portion is in Lopatcong.    Construction shall begin in the summer.  Mayor Wright made a 
motion to support this project, seconded by Councilman Marinelli. Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
 
Public Comment – No comments from the public 
 
Old Business: 
 



Minutes – Approve Executive and Regular Sessions for March 5, 2025.  Motion by Councilman 
Belcaro, seconded by Councilman McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance No. 25-04 – Second reading and public hearing Authorizing and Approving the 
Application for a Tax Exemption and the Execution and Delivery of a Financial Agreement 
Between the Township of Lopatcong and The Cubes at US22 SUB1 Urban Renewal, LLC for a 
Redevelopment Project on Property Designated as Block 102, Lots 9.01 and 9.03 pursuant to the 
Long-Term Tax Exemption Law.  Motion to hold a public hearing by Council President Palitto, 
seconded by Mayor Wright.  All in favor.  Comments from the public: 
Richard Bruce – Harwich Road – Spoke about the tax implications stating that the bottom line is 
that the Pilot will not fully fund the tax distribution but basically raising the taxes 100%. The 
town keeps 95% collected and the business is not paying the fair share of taxes, the citizens are 
losing out the tax revenue.  The municipality and the Council will alone get to determine where 
to spend the 95% of the Pilot taxes collected rather than following the tax distribution outlined 
on the website; 20% is local municipal, 1% is municipal open space; 23%  County library open 
space and 56% school.  Should this Council adopt this Pilot agreement, all other areas are not 
going to receive their fair share of tax revenue.  The school is 56% of the tax pie.  This is 
benefiting the developer and asked that this be voted down. 
  
John Kecherson – 38 Jade Lane – Stated a Pilot is an enticement for the developer to build but no 
enticement is needed to redevelop the P’burg Mall.  According to the testimony from the expert 
hired by the Township to evaluate this offering of the Pilot, the developer has multiple tenants 
lined up. The Pilot would hugely benefit the Council but not so much the taxpayer.  The 
Township will receive 95% of the negotiated payment while the school gets nothing.  The school 
tax accounts for 56% of our property tax bill yet, the Pilot will do nothing to alleviate this burden 
on the taxpayers.  The expert did say the warehouse will not put a burden on the schools and 
therefore, should not pay school taxes.  Many residents in the Township do not have children in 
the school district.  In past meetings, this Council claimed people are leaving Lopatcong because 
they can’t afford the taxes.  The Council is willing to allow any industry into the area as long as 
it helps hold down taxes.  The Council blames the schools for high property taxes.  Taxpayers 
have to deal with increased traffic, crashes, pollution, garbage, pee bottles along the roadways. 
The Council could at least provide taxpayers with some kind of tax relief. Asked the Council to 
vote no to the ordinance.  
John Betz – Brakeley Garden Apartments – Agreed in the affirmative with Mr. Bruce and Sir 
John.   
Donna Schneider – 26 Meadowview Lane – Agreed with what everyone else is saying.  The 
school should get help with their taxes instead of giving help to the Pilot Program. 
Councilman Belcaro – Asked how this is going to help the school – salaries and pensions? 
80/90% of the 56% is pensions. This past year the school passed a 5.5% increase in taxes. We 
spend the most money on education and the school is ranked 40th.   
Motion to close the public hearing by Council President Palitto, seconded by Mayor Wright.  All 
in favor. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-04 

 

               SECOND NOTICE OF AN ORDINANCE 

 

NOTICE is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, held on Wednesday, April 2, 2025 at the 
Municipal Building, 232 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, the following Ordinance 
was presented and passed on the final reading.  The Ordinance was then ordered to be published 
according to law by title only.   



 
                                    AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY 

OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING AND 
APPROVING THE APPLICATION FOR A TAX EXEMPTION AND 
THE EXECUTIVE AND DELIVERY OF A FINANCIAL 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
AND THE CUBES AT US22 SUB 1 URBAN RENEWAL, LLC, FOR A 
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT LOCATED ON PROPERTY 
DESIGNATED AS BLOCK 102, LOTS 9.01 AND 9.03 ON THE 
OFFICIAL TAX MAPS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, 
PURSUANT TO THE LONG-TERM TAX EXEMPTION LAW 
(N.J.S.A. 40A:20-1 ET SEQ.) 

 
Said Ordinance may be read and inspected at any time at the Office of the Municipal Clerk, 
Lopatcong Township Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey Monday 
through Friday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Motion to adopt this Ordinance by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Mayor Wright.  Roll call 
vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright 
NAYS:  None 
 
New Business: 
 
2025 Municipal Budget Introduction – John Mooney, Auditor, introduced the 2025 Budget. 
The Budget is combined with both the Appropriation CAP and the Tax Levy CAP – the Budget is 
1.2 cents higher than it was last year to the local tax rate.  What that means for a home assessed 
at $231,000 is a $29 increase for the year or $2.39 per month.  A hearing along with the adoption 
of the Budget is scheduled for May 7th.  Motion to adopt the Budget on first reading by Mayor 
Wright, seconded by Councilman McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance No. 2025-05 – First reading of Bond Ordinance providing an Appropriation of 
$2,276.103 for Acquisition of a Ladder Truck In and By the Township of Lopatcong in the 
County of Warren, New Jersey and Authorizing the Issuance of $2,162.293 in Bonds or Notes of 
the Township of Lopatcong for Financing Part of the Acquisition. 
 

ORDINANCE # 25-05 

 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION 
OF $2,276,103 FOR ACQUISITION OF A LADDER TRUCK 
IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, IN THE 
COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,162,293 BONDS OR 
NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF 
THE APPROPRIATION. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
LOPATCONG, IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all 
members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1:  



The improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance (the “Improvement”) is 
hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, New 
Jersey (the “Township”) as a general improvement.  For the said Improvement there is hereby 
appropriated the amount of $2,276,103.  Such sum includes the sum $113,810 as the down 
payment (the “Down Payment”) required by the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, 
constituting Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended and supplemented (the 
“Local Bond Law”).  The Down Payment is now available by virtue of provision in one or more 
previously adopted budgets for down payments or capital improvement purposes. 

SECTION 2:  

In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvement not covered by application of 
the Down Payment, negotiable bonds of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued in the 
principal amount of $2,162,293 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bonds”).  
In anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds and to temporarily finance said Improvement or 
purposes, negotiable bond anticipation notes of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued 
in the principal amount not exceeding $2,162,293 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond 
Law (the “Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”). 

SECTION 3:  

(a) The Improvements hereby authorized and the purposes for the financing of which 
said obligations are to be issued is for acquisition of a ladder truck, all as shown on and in 
accordance with the plans and specifications therefor on file in the Office of the Clerk and hereby 
approved. 

(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of 
financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $2,162,293. 

(c) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $2,276,103 which amount represents the 
initial appropriation made by the Township.   

SECTION 4:  

All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be 
determined by the municipal finance officer of the Township (the “Chief Financial Officer”); 
provided that no Note shall mature later than one year from its date.  The Notes shall bear interest 
at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  The 
Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection with Notes issued pursuant to 
this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive 
evidence as to all such determinations.  All Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to 
time subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond Law.  The Chief Financial Officer 
is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at public or private sale and 
to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus 
accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is 
directed to report in writing to the Township Council of the Township at the meeting next 
succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made.  
Such report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule 
of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 

SECTION 5:  

The capital budget of the Township is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of 
this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated 
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program 
as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community 
Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the Township Clerk and is available for public 
inspection. 

SECTION 6:  

The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 



(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a current 
expense, and is a capital improvement or property that the Township may lawfully make or acquire 
as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on 
property specially benefited thereby. 

(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the Local 
Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for such 
purpose, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the Bonds authorized 
by this Bond Ordinance, is 20 years. 

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly 
prepared and filed in the office of the Township Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof 
has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department 
of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the 
Township, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is increased by the authorization of the Bonds and 
Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance by $2,162,293 and the obligations authorized herein will 
be within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $5,000 for items of expense listed in and 
permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the 
Improvements, as indicated herein. 

SECTION 7:  

Any funds or grant monies received for the purpose described in Section 3 of this 
Ordinance shall be used for financing said Improvement by application thereof either to direct 
payment of the cost of said Improvement or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of the 
obligations of the Township authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance.  Any such funds received 
may, and all such funds so received which are not required for direct payment of the cost of said 
Improvement shall, be held and applied by the Township as funds applicable only to the payment 
of obligations of the Township authorized by this Bond Ordinance. 

SECTION 8:  

The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of 
the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance.  The obligations 
shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Township, and the Township shall be obligated to levy 
ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Township for the payment of the 
obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

SECTION 9: 

 

The Chief Financial Officer of the Township is hereby authorized to prepare and to update 
from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in connection with 
the sale of obligations of the Township and to execute such disclosure document on behalf of the 
Township.  The Chief Financial Officer is further authorized to enter into the appropriate 
undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Township pursuant to Rule 
15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Rule”) for the benefit of holders and 
beneficial owners of obligations of the Township and to amend such undertaking from time to time 
in connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is and 
continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the 
requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Township fails to comply with its undertaking, the 
Township shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific 
performance of the undertaking. 

SECTION 10:  

This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation 
Section 1.150-2.  The Township reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the 
Improvement prior to the date that Township incurs debt obligations under this Bond Ordinance.  
The Township reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be 



incurred by the Township under this Bond Ordinance.  The maximum principal amount of debt 
expected to be issued for payment of the cost of the Improvement is $2,162,293. 

SECTION 11:  

This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final 
adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 



TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 

WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE 

 

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced and 
passed upon first reading at a meeting of the governing body of the Township of Lopatcong, in the 
County of Warren, State of New Jersey, on April 2, 2025.  It will be further considered for final 
passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the governing body to be held at the 
Municipal Building, 232 South 3rd Street, in the Township of Lopatcong, on May 7, 2025 at 7:30 
o’clock PM.  During the week prior to and up to and including the date of such meeting copies of 
the full ordinance will be available at no cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s 
office for the members of the general public who shall request the same.  The summary of the 
terms of such bond ordinance follows:  

Title: Bond Ordinance Providing An Appropriation Of $2,276,103 For Acquisition Of A Ladder Truck In And 
By The Township Of Lopatcong, In The County Of Warren, New Jersey And Authorizing The Issuance 
Of $2,162,293 Bonds Or Notes Of The Township For Financing Part Of The Appropriation 

Purpose(s): For acquisition of a ladder truck, all as shown on and in accordance with the plans and 
specifications therefor on file in the Office of the Clerk and hereby approved. 

Appropriation:  $2,276,103 

Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $2,162,293  

Grants (if any) Appropriated:  N/A 

Section 20 Costs:  $5,000 

Useful Life:  20 Years 

 

 

 

        M. Beth Dilts, Clerk 

 

This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17. 

Motion to adopt this Ordinance on first reading by Mayor Wright, seconded by Councilman 
McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance No. 2025-05 – First reading of Bond Ordinance providing an Appropriation of 
$2,276,103 for Acquisition of a Ladder Truck In and By the Township of Lopatcong in the 
County of Warren, New Jersey and Authorizing the Issuance of $2,162,293 Bonds or Notes of 
the Township for Financing Part of the Appropriation. 
 

 ORDINANCE NO. 25-05 

 



BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION 
OF $2,276,103 FOR ACQUISITION OF A LADDER TRUCK 
IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, IN THE 
COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,162,293 BONDS OR 
NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF 
THE APPROPRIATION. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
LOPATCONG, IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all 
members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 12:  

The improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance (the “Improvement”) is 
hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, New 
Jersey (the “Township”) as a general improvement.  For the said Improvement there is hereby 
appropriated the amount of $2,276,103.  Such sum includes the sum $113,810 as the down 
payment (the “Down Payment”) required by the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, 
constituting Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended and supplemented (the 
“Local Bond Law”).  The Down Payment is now available by virtue of provision in one or more 
previously adopted budgets for down payments or capital improvement purposes. 

SECTION 13:  

In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvement not covered by application of 
the Down Payment, negotiable bonds of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued in the 
principal amount of $2,162,293 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bonds”).  
In anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds and to temporarily finance said Improvement or 
purposes, negotiable bond anticipation notes of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued 
in the principal amount not exceeding $2,162,293 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond 
Law (the “Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”). 

SECTION 14:  

(a) The Improvements hereby authorized and the purposes for the financing of which 
said obligations are to be issued is for acquisition of a ladder truck, all as shown on and in 
accordance with the plans and specifications therefor on file in the Office of the Clerk and hereby 
approved. 

(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of 
financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $2,162,293. 

(c) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $2,276,103 which amount represents the 
initial appropriation made by the Township.   

SECTION 15:  

All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be 
determined by the municipal finance officer of the Township (the “Chief Financial Officer”); 
provided that no Note shall mature later than one year from its date.  The Notes shall bear interest 
at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  The 
Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection with Notes issued pursuant to 
this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive 
evidence as to all such determinations.  All Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to 
time subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond Law.  The Chief Financial Officer 
is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at public or private sale and 
to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus 
accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is 
directed to report in writing to the Township Council of the Township at the meeting next 
succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made.  
Such report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule 
of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 



SECTION 16:  

The capital budget of the Township is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of 
this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated 
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program 
as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community 
Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the Township Clerk and is available for public 
inspection. 

SECTION 17:  

The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 

(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a current 
expense, and is a capital improvement or property that the Township may lawfully make or acquire 
as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on 
property specially benefited thereby. 

(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the Local 
Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for such 
purpose, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the Bonds authorized 
by this Bond Ordinance, is 20 years. 

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly 
prepared and filed in the office of the Township Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof 
has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department 
of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the 
Township, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is increased by the authorization of the Bonds and 
Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance by $2,162,293 and the obligations authorized herein will 
be within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $5,000 for items of expense listed in and 
permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the 
Improvements, as indicated herein. 

SECTION 18:  

Any funds or grant monies received for the purpose described in Section 3 of this 
Ordinance shall be used for financing said Improvement by application thereof either to direct 
payment of the cost of said Improvement or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of the 
obligations of the Township authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance.  Any such funds received 
may, and all such funds so received which are not required for direct payment of the cost of said 
Improvement shall, be held and applied by the Township as funds applicable only to the payment 
of obligations of the Township authorized by this Bond Ordinance. 

SECTION 19:  

The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of 
the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance.  The obligations 
shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Township, and the Township shall be obligated to levy 
ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Township for the payment of the 
obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

SECTION 9: 

 

The Chief Financial Officer of the Township is hereby authorized to prepare and to update 
from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in connection with 
the sale of obligations of the Township and to execute such disclosure document on behalf of the 
Township.  The Chief Financial Officer is further authorized to enter into the appropriate 
undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Township pursuant to Rule 
15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Rule”) for the benefit of holders and 
beneficial owners of obligations of the Township and to amend such undertaking from time to time 



in connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is and 
continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the 
requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Township fails to comply with its undertaking, the 
Township shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific 
performance of the undertaking. 

SECTION 20:  

This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation 
Section 1.150-2.  The Township reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the 
Improvement prior to the date that Township incurs debt obligations under this Bond Ordinance.  
The Township reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be 
incurred by the Township under this Bond Ordinance.  The maximum principal amount of debt 
expected to be issued for payment of the cost of the Improvement is $2,162,293. 

SECTION 21:  

This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final 
adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 



TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 

WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE 

 

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced and 
passed upon first reading at a meeting of the governing body of the Township of Lopatcong, in the 
County of Warren, State of New Jersey, on April 2, 2025.  It will be further considered for final 
passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the governing body to be held at the 
Municipal Building, 232 South 3rd Street, in the Township of Lopatcong, on May 7, 2025 at 7:30 
o’clock PM.  During the week prior to and up to and including the date of such meeting copies of 
the full ordinance will be available at no cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s 
office for the members of the general public who shall request the same.  The summary of the 
terms of such bond ordinance follows:  

Title: Bond Ordinance Providing An Appropriation Of $2,276,103 For Acquisition Of A Ladder 
Truck In And By The Township Of Lopatcong, In The County Of Warren, New Jersey And 
Authorizing The Issuance Of $2,162,293 Bonds Or Notes Of The Township For Financing 
Part Of The Appropriation 

Purpose(s): For acquisition of a ladder truck, all as shown on and in accordance with the plans and 
specifications therefor on file in the Office of the Clerk and hereby approved. 

Appropriation:  $2,276,103 

Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $2,162,293  

Grants (if any) Appropriated:  N/A 

Section 20 Costs:  $5,000 

Useful Life:  20 Years 

 

 

 

        M. Beth Dilts, Clerk 

 

This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17. 

 

Motion to adopt this Ordinance on first reading by Mayor Wright, seconded by Councilman 
McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 

Ordinance No. 2025-06 – First reading to Adopt of Revision and Codification of the Ordinances 
of the Township of Lopatcong. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-06 



AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A REVISION AND CODIFICATION OF THE 
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that on the 2nd day of April 2025, Ordinance No. 2025-06 was 
introduced for first reading.  The Ordinance will be considered for second reading and final passage 
at 6:30 PM on the 7th day of May 2025, at the Lopatcong Township Municipal Building, located 
at 232 South Third Street Phillipsburg, New Jersey 08865, wherein all persons interested shall be 
given an opportunity to be heard concerning the subject Ordinance.  Copies of the Ordinance may 
be obtained from the Office of the Township Clerk on Monday to Friday, between the hours of 
9:00 AM and 4:30 PM, without cost, by any member of the general public who wants a copy 
thereof.   

The purpose of said Ordinance is to adopt revisions and codifications of the Township of 
Lopatcong to correct inaccuracies, conflicting provisions, and comply with changes to state 
statutes and regulations.  

 

         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Motion to adopt this Ordinance on first reading by Councilman Marinelli, seconded by Mayor 
Wright.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 

Ordinance No. 2025-07 – First reading to amend Chapter 243 entitled “Zoning and Land Use”, 
to amend Definition of “Alley”. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-07 

TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 

WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE DEFINTION OF “ALLEY” CONTAINED IN 
CHAPTER 243 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG ENTITLED 

“ZONING AND LAND USE” 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of 
New Jersey, that Article II of Chapter 243 entitled "Terminology" consisting of Sections 243-3 through 
243-5 is hereby amended as follows: 

 

Section 1 

ARTICLE II  

TERMINOLOGY 

 

Section 243-5 Definitions. 

 

STREET 

https://ecode360.com/10312808#10312808


Any street, avenue, boulevard, road, parkway, viaduct, drive or other way which is an existing 
state, county or municipal roadway; or which is shown upon a plat heretofore approved pursuant 
to law; or which is approved by official action as provided by this chapter; or which is shown on 
a plat duly filed and recorded in the office of the county recording officer prior to the appointment 
of a Planning Board and the grant to such Board of the power to review plats; and includes the 
land between the street lines, whether improved or unimproved, and may comprise pavement, 
shoulders, gutters, curbs, sidewalks, parking areas and other areas within the street lines. For the 
purpose of this chapter, Township-owned "streets" shall be classified as follows: 

 

A. COLLECTORS, MAJOR 
Streets which carry traffic that is intracounty or intermunicipal in nature. Such streets connect 
minor collectors with arterials and highways. 

 

B. COLLECTORS, MINOR 
Streets which provide service to and within subdivisions. Such streets connect the local streets 
with the major collectors or other "minor collectors;" and may provide vehicular and pedestrian to 
abutting properties. 

 

C. LOCAL STREETS 
Streets which provide vehicular and pedestrian access to abutting properties. Such streets connect 
with minor collectors. 

 

D. ALLEY 
A minor way which is used primarily for vehicular service access to the rear or side of properties 
otherwise abutting on a street. Yard areas that abut an alley shall not be considered as front 
yards and shall either be a side yard or rear yard. 

 

Section 2 

 

Severability. The various parts, sections and clauses of this Ordinance are hereby declared to 
be servable. If any part, sentence, paragraph, section or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or 
invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Ordinance shall not be 
affected thereby. 

 

Section 3 

 

Repealer. Any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are 
hereby repealed as to their inconsistencies only. 

 

Any Ordinance, or portion thereof, not specifically amended, revised or supplemented by the 
foregoing shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

Section 4 

 

Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication as provided 
by law. 

 

This Ordinance shall take affect after final passage and publication in the manner prescribed by 

law. 

https://ecode360.com/10312809#10312809


 

NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced to pass on first reading at 
a regular meeting of the Council of the Township of Lopatcong held on Wednesday, April 2, 
2025, and ordered published in accordance with the law. Said Ordinance will be considered for 
final reading and adoption at a regular meeting of the Township Council to be held on 
Wednesday, May 7, 2025 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the Township Council may hear 
this Ordinance at the Municipal Building, 232 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, at 
which time all persons interested may appear for or against the passage of said Ordinance. 

 

Margaret B.  Dilts, MMC 

 
Motion to adopt this Ordinance on first reading by Council President Palitto, seconded by 
Councilman Marinelli.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion by Mayor Wright, seconded by Council President Palitto.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 

R 25-75 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING CONSENT AGENDA FOR COUNCIL’S 

CONSIDERATION 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby approve and authorize a Consent Agenda to move routine items of 
business requiring no discussion; and 

WHEREAS, there are listed Items one through fourteen on the Consent Agenda. 

1. Approve Games of Chance Application submitted by Habitat for Humanity. 
2. Approve Games of Chance Application submitted by Rotary Club Phillipsburg. 
3. Approve Games of Chance Application submitted by 242 Foundation, Inc. 
4. Resolution - Authorize Self-Examination of 2025 Budget. 
5. Resolution - Approve Temporary Municipal Budget the Year 2025 in the amount of $60,000.00. 
6. Resolution - Approve Warren County Municipal Alliance Grant Application for 2026. 
7. Resolution - Approve Temporary Capital Budget for Fire Ladder Truck  in the amount of 

$2,276,103.00. 
8. Planning Board Class IV Member – Record Mayor Wright’s appointment of James Mengucci 

term to expire 12/31/2028. 
9. Resolution – Memorialize appointment of Township Engineer Paul Sterbenz as Temporary 

Zoning Official.  
10. Resolution - Authorizing Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate 2024-008 on Block 108, Lot 24 in 

the amount of $906.93, Premium $1400.00. 
11. Resolution – Authorizing Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 120, Lot 1 due to a Disabled 

Veteran Exemption. 
12. Resolution – Authorizing Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 58, Lot 9 due to a Disabled 

Veteran Exemption. 
13. Resolution – Authorizing Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2024-005 on Block 77, Lot 11.  



14. Resolution – Appoint RAMM Environmental Services to provide Right-to-Know Survey 
Compliance Services in the amount of $6,700.00. 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. 

          

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Habitat for Humanity – Approve application for Games of Chance. 

Rotary Club Phillipsburg – Approve application for Games of Chance. 

242 Foundation, Inc. – Approve application for Games of Chance. 

Resolution No.  2025-65 – Self-Examination of 2025 Budget. 

R 25-65 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING, SELF-EXAMINATION OF  

BUDGET 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt rules that 
permit municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally granted to 
the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, of conducting the annual budget 
examination, and 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 11, 1997, 
and  
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 thru 7.5, the Township of Lopatcong, County of 
Warren has been declared eligible to participate in the program by the Division of Local 
Government Services, and the Chief Financial Officer has determined that the Township meets 
the necessary conditions to participate in the program for the 2025 budget year; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren that in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a & b and based upon 
the Chief Financial Officer’s certification.  The Governing Body has found the budget has met 
the following requirements: 
 
1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been calculated pursuant to 
law and appropriated as such in the budget: 

a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges. 
b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures 
c. Cash deficit of preceding year. 
d. Reserve for uncollected taxes. 
e. Other reserves and non-disbursement items. 
f. Any inclusion of amounts required for school purposes. 

 
2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of appropriations pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.2 and appropriations for exceptions to limits on appropriations found at 
40A:4-45.3 et seq. are fully met.  (Complies with the “CAP” law). 
 
3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement, and content as required by the Local 
Budget Law and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 and 5:30-5. 
 



 4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law: 
   

a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate, and correctly stated. 
b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth. 
c. In itemization, form, arrangement, and content, the budget will permit the 

exercise of the comptroller function within the municipality. 
 
5. The budget and associated amendments have been introduced and publicly advertised in 
accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, except that failure to meet the 
deadlines of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 shall not prevent such certification. 
 
6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Director of 
Local Government Services. 
Approved: April 2, 2025 
Vote recorded as follows:  All in favor 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright.  
NAYS:  None 
 

 CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 2025-66 – Approve Temporary Municipal Budget the Year 2025 in the amount 
of $60,000.00. 
 

R 25-66 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPROVING TEMPORARY MUNICIPAL BUDGET FOR THE 

YEAR 2025 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19 provides that where any contract, commitment or payments are to 
be made prior to the final adoption of the 2025 Municipal and Sewer Budgets, temporary 
appropriations should be made the purpose and amounts required in the manner and time therein 
provided; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township has adopted a resolution on January 7, 2025 for the first quarter 
appropriations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the 2025 Budget will not be adopted until May, another temporary budget is needed 
for April Current Fund appropriations in certain budget line items; and 
 
WHEREAS, total temporary appropriations shall not exceed 26.25% of the total of the 
appropriations in the 2024 budget, exclusive of any appropriations made for interest and debt 
redemption charges, capital improvement fund and public assistance in said 2024 Budget or in the 
sum of $2,859,356.36 for the Current Fund. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following appropriations be made and that a 
certified copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the Chief Financial Officer for the record: 
 
 



  Current Fund      $60,000.00 
 
As temporary appropriations for the year for the purpose identified by the title herein below listed 
and, in the sum, set aside such titles: 
 

CURRENT FUND 
 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT: 
Acct. No. 
 
20103200 Code Book Updates      $ 4,000.00 
20120100 Municipal Clerk S&W     $25,000.00 
   
20130100 Finance Administration S&W    $19,000.00 
20130200 Finance Administration O&E         4,000.00 
 
UTILITIES: 
 
31446200 Gas (Natural or Propane)         8,000.00 
 
TOTAL OPERATIONS WITHIN THE CAP     $60,000.00 
 
TOTAL CURRENT FUND       $60,000.00 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-67 – Governor’s Council on Substance Use Disorder Alliance to Prevent 
Substance Use Disorder. 
 

R 25-67 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON SUBSTANCE USE 
DISORDER (GCSUD) ALLIANCE TO PREVENT SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER 

 
WHEREAS, the Governor’s Council on Substance Use Disorder (GCSUD) established the 
Municipal Alliances for the Prevention of Substance Use Disorder in 1989 to educate and engage 
residents, local government and law enforcement officials, schools, nonprofit organizations, the 
faith community, parents, youth and other allies in efforts to prevent substance use disorder in 
communities throughout New Jersey. 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of 
New Jersey recognizes that substance use disorder is a serious problem in our society amongst 
persons of all ages; and therefore, has an established Municipal Alliance Committee; and 
 
WHEREAS, THE Township Council further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only public 
officials but upon the entire community to take action to prevent substance use disorder in our 
community; and 
 



WHEREAS, the Township Council has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council on 
Substance Use Disorder through the County of Warren. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township of Lopatcong; County of Warren of 
State of New Jersey hereby recognizes the following: 
 

1. The Township Council does hereby authorize submission of a strategic plan for the South 
Warren Municipal Alliance grant for fiscal year 2026 in the amount of : 
 

GCSUD Grant $2,450.00 
Cash Match  $  612.50 
In-Kind            $l,837.50 

 
2. The Township Council acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering the 

Municipal Alliance grant, including the administrative compliance and audit requirements. 
 
 

Approved:  Mayor William Wright 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-68 – 2025 Temporary Capital Budget. 
 

R 25-68 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO APPROVE THE 2025 TEMPORARY CAPITAL BUDGET 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong desires to establish a 2025 Temporary Capital Budget; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-4.4B provides for the adoption of a Temporary Capital Budget when 
it is desired to approve capital projects prior to adoption of the Capital Budget. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong that the following Temporary 2025 Budget be adopted: 
 
Project Title:  Purchase of Fire Ladder Truck 
Estimated Total Cost:  $2,276,103 
Planned Funding Services for Current Year 2025: 
  Capital Improvement Fund: $113,810 
 
Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 

CERTIFICATION 
 



I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 

Planning Board Class IV Member – Mayor Wright’s appointment of James Mengucci 
appointed Class IV member James Mengucci.  Term will expire 12/31/2028. 

 

Resolution No. 25-69 – Memorialize appointment of Township Engineer Paul Sterbenz as 
temporary Zoning Official. 

 

R-25-69 
 

RESOLUTION TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY, APPOINTING PAUL STERBENZ AS TEMPORARY ZONING OFFICER 

 

WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong (“Township”), has established the office of Zoning 
Officer pursuant to the Municipal Land Use Law, N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq., and the Code of the 
Township of Lopatcong; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Zoning Officer is charged with enforcing the zoning provisions of the 
Township’s Land Use and Development and Development Ordinances, including issuing zoning 
permits and the interpretation and application of zoning regulations; and  

 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-18, the Township Council has the authority to appoint 
zoning officers as necessary to carry out the purposes of the Municipal Land Use Law; and  

 

WHEREAS, there currently exists a vacancy in the office of Zoning Officer for the Township; 
and  

 

WHEREAS, Township Engineer, Paul Sterbenz, possesses the requisite knowledge of the 
Township’s zoning ordinances to effectively discharge the duties of Zoning Officer on a 
temporary basis; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Township Council finds it in the best interest of the Township to appoint Paul 
Sterbenz as temporary Zoning Officer. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of New Jersey the Township Engineer, Paul Sterbenz, is 
hereby appointed to the position of Zoning Officer on a temporary basis.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all employees of the Township of Lopatcong are hereby 
authorized to take all reasonable and necessary steps to effectuate this resolution  

 



 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday April 2, 2025 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 25-70 – Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2024-008 on Block 108, Lot 24. 

 

R 25-70 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE 

NO. 2024-008 ON BLOCK 108, LOT 24 

 

WHEREAS, at the Lopatcong Township Municipal Tax Sale held on December 10, 2024, a lien 
was sold on Block 108, Lot 24 also known as 248 Stonehenge Drive for delinquent sewer; and 

WHEREAS, this lien known as Tax Sale Certificate No. 2024-008 was sold to ENERGY LIGHT, 
LLC; and 

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2025, the Certificate No. 2024-008 has been satisfied in the amount of 
$906.93, Premium $1,400.00. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 2n day of April 2025, that the Chief Financial 
Officer is authorized to issue a check in the amount of $906.93, Premium $1,400.00 for the 
redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2024-008 to: 

Energy Light, LLC 

970 Wilbur Avenue 

Phillipsburg, NJ 08865 

 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-71 – Authorize Refund for Tax Overpayment for Block 120, Lot 1 due to a 
Disabled Veteran Exemption. 
 

R 25-71 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 120, LOT 1 DUE TO A DISABLED VETERAN EXEMPTION 
 

WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor has approved Disabled Veteran Exemption for the resident of Block 
102, Lot 1 on 2/21/2025; and 



 
WHEREAS, the 1st Quarter 2025 property taxes will be cancelled in the amount of $713.29, 
Quarter 2, 2025 in the amount of $1,689.37 as well as cancelling taxes for Quarter 3 and 4 of 2025 
due to the Exemption Status; and 
 
WHEREAS, the 1st Quarter 2025 property taxes were paid on January 26, 2025 in the amount of 
$1,689.38, resulting in an overpayment. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVLED on this 2nd day of April 2025 that the Mayor and Council 
of the Township of Lopatcong hereby authorizes the Tax Collector to cancel the taxes and the Chief 
Financial Officer to refund the overpayment in the amount of $713.29 to:  Eileen Spino, 7 Joanna 
Way, Phillipsburg, NJ 08865. 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-72 – Authorize Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 58, Lot 9 due to a 
Disabled Veteran Exemption. 
 

R 25-72 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR BLOCK 58, LOT 9 

DUE TO A DISABLED VETERAN EXEMPTION 
 

WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor has approved a Disabled Veteran Exemption for the resident of 
Block 58, Lot 9 on 3/4/2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, the 1st Quarter 2025 property taxes will be cancelled in the amount of $298.25, 
Quarter 2, 2025 in the amount of $994.15 as well as cancelling taxes for Quarter 3 and 4 of 2025 
due to the Exemption status; and 
 
WHEREAS, the 1st Quarter 2025 property taxes were paid on February 6, 2025 in the amount of 
$994.16 resulting in an overpayment. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, on this 2nd day of April 2025 that the Mayor and 
Council of the Township of Lopatcong hereby authorizes the Tax Collector to cancel the taxes and 
the Chief Financial Officer to refund the overpayment in the amount of $298.25 to:  Jaime 
Russoniello, 304 South First Street, Phillipsburg, NJ 08865. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution 25-73 – Authorize Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate no. 2024-005 on Block 77, Lot 
11. 



 
R 25-73 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE 
NO. 2024-005 ON BLOCK 77, LOT 11 

 
WHEREAS, at the Lopatcong Township Municipal Tax Sale held on December 10, 2024, a lien 
was sold on Block 77, Lot 11 also known as 111 South Fifth Street for delinquent sewer; and 
 
WHEREAS, this lien known as Tax Sale Certificate No. 2024-005 was sold to Arthur Frustaci; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, on March 12, 2025 the Certificate No. 2024-005 has been satisfied in the amount of 
$1,392.56, Premium $900.00. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 2nd day of April 2025 that the Chief Financial 
Officer is authorized to issue a check in the amount of $1,392.56, Premium $900.00 for the 
redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2024-005 to: 
 

Arthur Frustaci 
712 Rugby Road 

Phillipsburg, NJ 08865 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 25-74 – Appoint RAMM Environmental Services to provide Right-to-know 
Survey Compliance Services in the amount of $6,700.00. 
 

R 25-74 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING RAMM ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. TO 
COMPLETE THE RIGHT-TO-KNOW SURVEY COMPLIANCE SERVICES AS REQUIRED 

BY N.J.A.C. 8:59 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey seeking Right-To-Know Service Compliance; and 

WHEREAS, RAMM Environmental Service, Inc., quoted $3,700.00 to perform the Inventory, 
Online Processing to the State of New Jersey and Completion of New Jersey State Update Forms 
with Master File; and 

WHEREAS, additionally RAMM shall provide MSDS/SDS Data Sheets for each product and 
survey Digital Master File for a fee of $3,000.00. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVLED, that the Mayor and Council authorize the hire of 
RAMM Environmental Services, Inc. to conduct the Right to Know Survey Compliance as 
mandated under the New Jersey Worker and Community Right to Know Act – N.J.A.C. 8:59 for a 
fee of $6,700.00. 

CERTIFICATION 



I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, April 2, 2025. 

  

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Council Reports: 
 
Councilman McQuade – No report. 
 
Councilman Belcaro – No report. 
 
Councilman Marinelli – Informed the public that Shirley Emery, Lopatcong’s retired Police 
Records Clerk, passed away and was laid to rest today. 
 
Council President Palitto – The Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for April 12th with a rain date of 
April 19th.  Earth Day Cleanup is April 26th and a meeting with the Lopatcong Athletic 
Association has been scheduled to go over the agreement. 
 
Mayor Wright – Reported that a lot of interest has been fielded on the bowling alley fields 
located on Belvidere Road alongside of Belview Road.  There has been interest in solar fields, to 
a slaughter house and a few other things that would not be good between the two developments.  
Mayor Wright also thanked everyone who worked on the Truck Committee. 
 
Engineer Wisniewski – Fox Farm Road Project in coordination with FEMA and now working 
with the DEP on a concept plan so permits can be obtained on the project.  The  Sall Port Project 
is out to bid again as the previous bids were rejected.  They are expected in May.  Pool 
demolition is underway and the pool bath house would follow.  A 90% design meeting was held 
last week on the Park Improvement Plan and the pool design was completed as well as the other 
improvement plans throughout the park.  Revisions to the plans for the pickleball courts were 
made and sent over to the contractor who will start construction in the next couple weeks. The 
DOT Sidewalk Project is also in the final stages.  A meeting with contractor to finish the Jade 
Lane Project is scheduled for Monday.   
 
Police Chief Garcia – Traffic Report for March - 263 motor vehicle stops and of those stopped, 
43% of the drivers were issued traffic citations which 51% were overweight vehicles. Beginning 
this month a dedicated patrol will be scheduled for this effort.  Drunk Driving enforcement funds 
will be used this month for DUI enforcement. Chief Garcia also noted Shirley Emery’s passing 
as she worked in the Police Department for 17 years and will be sorely missed.  
 
DPW Superintendent Brian Weeks – Reported that the street sweeper has been out sweeping the 
roads, fields for sports have been turned over, infield mix has been delivered and will be applied 
weather permitting, and lines painted.  Curb work is being addressed as well as storm drains 
being cleaned.    
 
Fire Chief Lawler – Chief Lawler reported 19 calls in February – 2 of them serious structure 
fires.  The departments have been very busy with training around the town.  A grant is being 
submitted to replace the radios.  The County has upgraded their system and Lopatcong is 
required to upgrade as well. The County is not providing any funds but Pohatcong, Alpha, 
Phillipsburg and Lopatcong are looking to share in the cost of the grant.  There are two recruits 
in the fire academy presently and by the end of the month they will be fully certified. 
 
Phillipsburg Emergency Squad – No report.  Mayor Wright reported there was an 2003 
ambulance still remaining in the building which has not been given to the Phillipsburg 
Emergency Squad for their use.   
 



Shade Tree Chairwoman Robyn George – Reported that Arbor Day is coming.  A Ginkgo tree is 
scheduled to be planted at the middle school.  The Commission will be working on Community 
Clean Up day as well as Council President Palitto.   
 
Department Reports – Council President Palitto made a motion, seconded by Councilman 
McQuade to approve.  All in favor. 
 
Payment of Bills – Motion by Councilman Marinelli, seconded by Councilman McQuade.  Roll 
call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Public Comment: 
 
John Betz – Brakeley Gardens – Stated that the long term tax exemption law was passed 
pertaining to redevelopment project – in the same breath you’ve taken taxes away, in the next 
breath you say you need 2 million plus for a ladder truck, then you authorize temporary capital 
budget before the second reading and the same time you say the county is going to get a brunt of 
some of the expenditures, the county gets all or most of its tax dollars from the towns to the tune 
of 25% of town tax levies and he thinks the businesses should have been bearing the brunt of 
taxes on their buildings and taxes on their properties to some greater extent because they’re the 
ones benefiting by lower insurance rates on their buildings because there are fire trucks that will 
fight fires and that’s the negative stuff.  By the same respects we’ll take it over to public 
education – in his estimation the State of New Jersey has one of the best public education school 
systems in the nation.  The School system, he said, should be supported and it should be support 
by businesses also not just giving businesses and insurance companies so on and so forth.   
 
Bob Bruce – Harwich Road – He commented on tractor trailer fines being levied last month and 
wanted to reiterate that the Township bears the entire cost of policing all of the tractor trailers 
that come down Rt. 80, not County.  He said he asked this Council, which contributed to the 
warehouses that are built here and causing the problems, to get ahead and share some of that 
traffic fine money from the County.  He suggested to form a subcommittee or whatever it is you 
guys do and whatever form you come to decisions, pass a resolution and submit it to the County 
that they share more of the money that they receive because of this Township.  He believes 
Lopatcong is the only Township incurring additional enforcement costs, adding officers as we 
learned.  He asked that Council please go get it, please do something about it.  He would like to 
see resolution in that respect next month.  Disappointed, but not surprised in the unanimous 
approval of the Pilot.  He asked Mr. Baldwin if the Council could have legally put off this vote 
tonigh?  He suggested to Councilman Belcaro that he avail himself of the suggestion made here 
tonight that you attend Board of Education meeting and maybe more importantly liaison with the 
Board of Education President so this information may be stopped before it spreads.  The 
taxpayers need this Council and Board of Education, both of which we fund, to get on the same 
page with the same facts.   
 
Councilman Marinelli – All right Mr. Bruce, the State gets most of that fines, it’s not the County 
and it’s by law, we don’t have a choice in the matter. 
 
Mr. Bruce – Ok, well 
 
Councilman Marinelli – I wish we could.  I wish it all came here. 
 
Mr. Bruce – Ok well I understand that the County, if I’m not  
 
Councilman Marinelli – Well, they get some too. They get more than us too. 
 
Mr. Bruce – The County gets more than we do? 
 



Councilman Marinelli – Yeah, we can’t do nothing about it. 
 
Mr. Bruce – Ok, but you can do something by passing the resolution and ask the County to give 
up some of the money that they’re not paying to enforce; they’re receiving free money. 
 
Councilman Marinelli – Good luck with that one. 
 
Mr. Bruce- I’m asking you. 
 
Talking over each other 
 
Councilman Marinelli – No, I’m just saying. 
 
Mr. Bruce – I’m asking you, grow a set.   
 
Donna Schneider – 22 Meadowview Drive – Asked the question of the bowling alley property, to 
explain how any of that can go in there when it is zoned residential?  Mayor Wright informed her 
that inquiries into the development have been made and these are some of the ideas.    
 
John Kecherson – 38 Jade Lane – Reiterated similar comments on the bowling alley property. 
 
Judy Liptak – Kyle Drive – Read a statement about solicitors around the town.  Her concern for 
safety of the community because some have not been licensed by the town.  She asked if there is 
an ordinance in place and if so, how could the public be informed so everyone is aware.  The 
Police Chief addressed the issue and will put out information on social media. 
 
Ernie Gallant- Aurora Street – He asked how exactly the definition of alley has changed.  
Engineer Wisniewski said basically the alleyways are defined as a front yard and now will be 
considered a side yard or rear side from the setback.  
 
Pam Thomas – Wordsworth Lane – Stated that although she is not representing the School 
Board, she indicated that when board members come to the meeting, they are taxpaying citizens 
and not sitting as a School Board member and she reminded Council of this.   
 
Councilman McQuade – I want to respond to Mr. Bruce; you made a derogatory and negative 
comment, I interpreted as, when you said “to grow a set”.  You directed that… 
 
Mr. Bruce -I intended to apologize for that.   
 
Councilman McQuade - You directed that comment to a Council member here.   
 
Mr. Bruce – I’m sorry did you hear what I said?  
 
Councilman McQuade – Yeah, I  did hear that but you’re going to hear me out to now and I’m 
sorry, I didn’t get your name ma’am you came up here and you eloquently told us that you didn’t 
care for your community 
 
Pam Thomas – Pam Thomas 
 
Cpouncilman McQuade -  Pam and we’re up here too and we care for our community too, and I 
don’t appreciate a comment that Mr. Bruce thinks for a retired Police Chief from this town about 
growing a set – that is derogatory and I just want to put it on the record. 
 
Mr. Bruce – I apologized. 
 
Councilman McQuade – Yeah, well, you’ve apologized in the past too, but you still make your 
comments.  The other thing I want to mention to you, like Councilman Marinelli pointed out to 
you, that is directed by State statute, where that money goes.  Just one other thing, Chief, when 



your police officers are writing these summonses, are they writing town ordinance or are they 
writing motor vehicle summons? 
 
Police Chief Garcia – Township ordinances. 
 
Councilman McQuade – So, correct me if I’m wrong.  Do we get that money? 
 
Police Chief Garcia – Most of the money comes back to the Township. 
 
Councilman McQuade – There’s your answer.  That’s all I have, thanks.  
 
Mr. Bruce – My response (inaudible).     
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilman McQuade, seconded by Mayor Wright. All in 
favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Margaret B. Dilts, MMC     William D. Wright 
Municipal Clerk/Administrator    Mayor 
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