
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

AGENDA 
7:00 pm 

 
February 26, 2025 

Chairman Samson called the Planning Board Meeting to order. 
 
A Prayer was offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance. 
 
Chairman Samson stated “Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time 
and place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by 
advertising a Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express-Times and by posting a copy on the 
bulletin board in the Municipal Building.” 
 
Attorney Bryce swore in Terry Lawler as a Class II Officer. 
 
Present:  Members Caughy, George, Lawler, Palitto, Weeks, Chairwoman DiLeo and Chairman 
Samson. Also present were Attorney Bryce, Planner Bloch and Engineer Wisniewski. 
 
Resolution – George Ritter, Planner. Chairman Samson stated that George was with the 
Township for over 20 years and provided exemplary service to the Board.  Clerk Dilts read into 
the record the Resolution. 

RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING BOARD OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, 
COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, RECOGNIZING AND HONORING 

GEORGE A. RITTER. 

 WHEREAS, George A. Ritter obtained his license in 
Professional Planning in 1979; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Ritter was appointed as the Professional Planner 
to both the Lopatcong Township Zoning Board of Adjustment and the 
Planning Board and served the Township of Lopatcong in such 
capacities for over twenty years; and 

 WHEREAS, during Mr. Ritter’s tenure, he provided professional 
guidance on many individual applications before the respective 
Boards and significant developments within the Township of 
Lopatcong; and 

 WHEREAS, more importantly, during his tenure Mr. Ritter 
provided the Township guidance and leadership in developing 



important Township land use policy, including master planning, 
Highland’s conformance, affordable housing conformance and 
redevelopment planning; and   

 WHEREAS, Mr. Ritter’s service contributed greatly to both the 
welfare and betterment of the residents of Lopatcong Township and 
the Township of Lopatcong itself;  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Planning Board of the 
Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, that 
it hereby recognizes and honors GEORGE A. RITTER, P.P., A.I.C.P. 
for his distinguished service to the Township of Lopatcong and 
expresses its gratitude to him for his valued contributions to the 
Planning Board and to the welfare of the Lopatcong Township 
community.   

 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall be recorded 
and spread upon the official minutes of the Planning Board of the 
Township of Lopatcong for posterity and that a copy of same shall 
be provided to Mr. Ritter with the thanks and well wishes of the 
Board. 

WITNESSETH: 

 The adoption of this Resolution was by unanimous roll call 
vote taken by the Members of the Planning Board on the 26th day of 
February, 2025.  

 

______________________________      _____________________________ 
Beth Dilts, Secretary    Robert Samson, Chairman 
 

Motion to adopt this Resolution by Member Weeks, seconded by Member Palitto.  All in favor. 

 
Old Business: 
 
Minutes – Approve the minutes of January 22, 2025 on motion of Vice-Chairwoman DiLeo, 
seconded by Member Caughy.  All in favor with an abstention by Member Lawler.  
 
New Business: 
 



Ordinance No. 2025-03 – An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the Township of Lopatcong, 
Chapter 243, Zoning and Land Use, Article XIII, General Regulations to Permit as a Principal 
Permitted Use Certain Cannabis Establishments in Designated Zone Districts and Create Chapter 
(88) “Cannabis Regulation”.  

RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING BOARD OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, 
WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, REVIEWING AND FINDING ORDINANCE NO. 2025-

03 CONSISTENT WIT HTHE MASTER PLAN 

WHEREAS, THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG (hereinafter 
referred to as “Council”), has introduced at first reading Ordinance No. 25-03, amending permitted 
retail uses to include licenses cannabis retail uses (hereinafter referred to as “Ordinance”) and has 
referred same to the Township of Lopatcong Planning Board (hereinafter referred to as “Board”) 
for review and comment pursuant to the Municipal Land Use Law as specified as N.J.S.A. 40:55D-
26 and N.J.S.A. 40:55D-64; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-64 and N.J.S.A. 40:55D-26, the Board has reviewed the 
Ordinance and believes same to be consistent with the Master Plan of the Township of Lopatcong 
as reexamined and amended. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Board of the Township of Lopatcong, 
that it hereby finds Ordinance No. 2025-03 consistent with the Master Plan of the Township of 
Lopatcong as reexamined and amended and makes no recommendations thereon. 

The foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Planning Board of the Township of 
Lopatcong at its meeting of February 26,2025. 

 

Dated:  February 26, 2025     M. Beth Dilts, Planning Board Secretary 

 

Housing Element and Fair Share Plan – Discussion on next steps including an application to 
the Highlands Council for Grant Funds of $30,000.00. 

 
 
Adjournment – Motion by Member Lawler, seconded by Member Caughy.  All in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Margaret B. Dilts 
Board Secretary 



 

 


