
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 

SHADE TREE COMMISSION 

REORGANIZATION/REGULAR MEETING 

7:00 pm 

 

          January 9, 2025 

 

The January 9th meeting was called to order by Clerk Margaret Dilts.  A moment of silence was 
offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance. 

Clerk Dilts stated “Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time and 
place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by advertising a 
Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express – Times and by posting a copy on the bulletin board 
in the Municipal Building”.  

Roll Call Vote: Vice-Chair Gregory Blackwood, Member Benjamin George 

Reappoint and Swear In: 

Ben George          12/31/2027 
Gregory Blackwood         12/31/2027 
 

Roll Call Vote: Vice-Chair Gregory Blackwood, Member Benjamin George  

Present: Clerk Dilts, Vice-Chair Gregory Blackwood, Member Ben George 

Organization of the Commission: 

Clerk Dilts opened the floor for nomination of Chair. Member George nominated Robyn George, 
seconded by Vice-Chair Gregory Blackwood. 

Clerk Dilts opened the floor for nomination of Vice-Chair. Member George nominated Gregory 
Blackwood, seconded by Vice-Chair Gregory Blackwood. 

Clerk Dilts opened the floor for nomination of Secretary.  Member George nominated Terri Bisci, 
seconded by Vice-Chair Gregory Blackwood. 

 

Resolution No. 25-01 – Approving Annual Meeting Calendar for Year 2025 

 

R 25-01 
 



RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY DESIGNATING OFFICIAL MEETING CALENDAR FOR THE 

SHADE TREE COMMISSION FOR THE YEAR 2025 
 

WHEREAS, Section 113 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231 P.L. 1975, requires that 
at least once a year, not later than January 10th, of such year, every public body shall post and mail 
to the newspapers designated by said body, a schedule of the location, time and date of each 
meeting of said body during the succeeding year. 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the regular meetings of the Lopatcong Township Shade Tree 
Commission will be held the second Thursday of each month for the year 2025, at 7:00 pm at the 
Municipal Building, located at 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey. 
 
If the first Thursday shall fall on a legal holiday, the meeting shall be held on the following day.  
The dates are as follows: 

January 9, 2025 Reorganization Meeting 
 
 February 6, 2025     August 7, 2025 
 March 6, 2025      September 4, 2025 
 April 3, 2025      October 2, 2025 
` May 1, 2025      November 6, 2025 
 June 5, 2025      December 4, 2025 
 July 10, 2025     

January 8, 2026 Reorganization Meeting 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Terri L. Bisci, Secretary of the Shade Tree Commission of the Township of Lopatcong, County 
of Warren and State of New Jersey, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy 
of a Resolution adopted by Commission at the Meeting held on Thursday, January 9, 2025. 
 
 
                                           Terri L. Bisci 
                     Secretary 

 

Resolution No. 25-02 – Official Newspapers – The Star Ledger and The Express Times Warren 
County Zone. 

 

R 25-02 

 



RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY, DESIGNATING NEWSPAPERS TO RECEIVE NOTICES OF MEETINGS 

 

WHEREAS, Section 3 (d) of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, requires that 
certain notices of meetings shall be submitted to two (2) newspapers, one of which shall be 
designated as the official newspaper of the Township of Lopatcong; and 
 

WHEREAS, the second newspaper designated by this body must be one that has the greatest likelihood of 
informing the public within the jurisdictional boundaries of this body of such meetings. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Shade Tree Commission of the Township of Lopatcong, 
County of Warren and State of New Jersey. 

 

1. The Express-Times Warren County Zone is hereby designated as the official newspaper of the 
Township to receive all notices of meetings as required under the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

2. The Star Ledger has the greatest likelihood of informing the public within the jurisdictional area 
of this body of such meetings. 

 

This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

I, Terri L. Bisci, Secretary, Shade Tree Commission, County of Warren, State of New Jersey do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by Commission at the 
Reorganization Meeting held on Thursday, January 9, 2025. 

 

 

                               Terri L. Bisci 

                    Secretary 

 

 

Resolution No. 25-03 – Adopt Robert’s Rules of Order as a basic guide for fair and orderly 
procedure in meetings. 

 



R 25-03 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY ADOPTING ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER AS A BASIC GUIDE FOR FAIR AND 

ORDERLY PROCEDURE IN MEETINGS 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Shade Tree Commission of the Township of Lopatcong, 
County of Warren and State of New Jersey, that Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised 11th edition is 
hereby adopted as parliamentary authority for procedure in meetings. 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

I, Terri L. Bisci, Shade Tree Commission of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of 
New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by 
Commission at the Meeting held on Thursday, January 9, 2025. 

 

 

          Terri L. Bisci 

          Secretary 

 

Motion to approve by: Vice-Chair Blackwood             Seconded by: Member George  

AYES: All in favor 

NAYS: None 

Old Business: 

1. Approval of November 7, 2024 Meeting Minutes. 

Motion to approve by:  Member George Seconded by: Vice-Chair Blackwood  

AYES: All in Favor 

NAYS: None 

New Business: 

1. Tree Ordinance Changes – It was discussed how they were going to make changes to 
the Tree Ordinance because it did not go further than the first reading.  They looked at 
two different ordinances from other municipalities to make some changes.  If they are 



all in agreement with the changes needing to be made to the ordinance then it can be 
sent to the Engineer Adam Wisnewski and then brought before council for the 
February meeting.  

Public Comment: None 

Motion to adjourn the meeting by: Member George  Seconded by: Vice-Chair Blackwood 

AYES: All in favor 
NAYS: none 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Terri Bisci 
Secretary 

 

 


