TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG
Meeting Minutes
6:30 pm Executive/7:30 Regular Session

January 15, 2025
The Special Meeting of the Lopatcong Township Council was called to order by Mayor Wright.
The meeting was held in the Municipal Building located at 232 S. Third St., Phillipsburg, New
Jersey.
A Prayer was offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance.
Mayor Wright stated “adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time and
place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by advertising a
Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express-Times Warren County Zone and by posting a copy
on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building.”

Present: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, Mayor Wright.
Also present was Attorney Wade Baldwin and Engineer Wisniewski.

Attorney Baldwin discussed the Executive Session matters and noted no action was taken.

Presentation: Mixed Use Development — 1179 U.S. Highway 22.

Michael Matthews made a presentation to the Mayor and Council to develop a Class 5 Cannabis
Retailer Proposal. He indicated he is the owner of a chain of eight retail hemp businesses called
“Nurse Wellness” in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. He noted they intend to develop a tax-
rateables commercial building on a greenfield site. The business would offer numerous products
would be sold. Security would be in place specific to Greenhouse Dispensary regulations subject
to approval at the State and Municipal levels. The cannabis sales would directly benefit
Lopatcong via sales tax. The Township ordinance would control the operations. Council will
discuss the opportunity to move this project forward.

Public Comment: No comments from the Public.

Consent Agenda:

Motion by Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman McQuade to approve Consent
Agenda. Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, Mayor Wright.
NAYS: None

Resolution No. 25-44
R 25-44

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING CONSENT AGENDA FOR COUNCIL’S
CONSIDERATION
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby approve and authorize a Consent Agenda to move routine items of

business requiring no discussion; and
WHEREAS, there are listed Items one through four on the Consent Agenda.

1. Resolution to appoint Court Prosecutor, Alt. Prosecutor, Public Defender and Alt. Public
Defender for the Lopatcong Court.

2. Resolution to Extend Budget Deadlines for 2025.

Resolution to Cancel Taxes for Block 141, Lot 12 due to a Disabled Veteran Exemption.

4. Resolution authorizing Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2023-006 on Block 102,
Lot 2.01 in the amount of $18,995.16.

(98]

CERTIFICATION



I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, January 15, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Resolution No. 25-40 - Appoint Court Prosecutor, Alt. Prosecutor, Public Defender and Alt.
Public Defender for the Lopatcong Court.

R 25-40

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPOINTING PROSECUTOR, ALTERNATE PROSECUTOR,
PUBLIC DEFENDER, AND ALTERNATE PUBLIC DEFENDER FOR LOPATCONG
MUNICIPAL COURT

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey entered into a Shared Municipal Court Agreement with Pohatcong Township; and

WHEREAS, Lopatcong shall appoint:

Court Prosecutor: John Caleca, III

Alt. Prosecutor: Steven Siegel

Public Defender: Jennifer Toth

Alt. Public Defender: Gregory G. Gianforcaro

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey appoint Court Prosecutor, Alt. Prosecutor
Public Defender and Alt. Public Defender for the Township of Lopatcong for the year 2025.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at the Reorganization Meeting held on Tuesday, January 15, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Resolution No. 25-41- Extend Budget Deadlines for 2025.

R 25-41

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO FORMALLY EXTEND 2025 BUDGET DEADLINES

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has authorized revisions to the statutory budget deadlines
as per Local Finance Notice LFN 2024-20 dated December 18, 2024; and

WHEREAS, the revised dates allow municipalities to extend the statutory budget introduction date
from February 10 to March 31 and the budget adoption date from March 20 to April 30 in Calendar
year 2025; and

WHEREAS, to avail itself of these revised dates, the governing body must adopt a resolution by
no later than March 31, 2025.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County
of Warren and State of New Jersey does hereby avail itself of the revised budget introduction and
adoption dates for the calendar year 2025 budget as follows:

Budget Introduction Date: Extended to March 31, 2025*

Budget Adoption Date: Extended to April 30, 2025*



Or the date of the next regularly scheduled Council Meeting

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the temporary budget appropriations are hereby extended as
may be necessary to accommodate this extension of the budget introduction and adoption dates.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Financial Officer is directed to submit a certified
copy of this resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services using the

Financial Automation Submission Tracking (FAST) System as required by Local Finance Notice
LFN 2024-20.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by the Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, January 15, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Resolution No. 25-42 — Cancel Taxes for Block 141, Lot 12 due to Disabled Veteran
Exemption.

R 25-42

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY TO CANCEL TAXES FOR BLOCK 141 LOT 12 DUE TO A DISABLED
VETERANS EXEMPTION

WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor has approved a Disabled Veteran Exemption for Block 141 Lot 12,
on 01/01/2025;

WHEREAS, tax will be cancelled for Quarter 1, 2025 in the amount of $2,811.52 and Quarter 2,
2025 in the amount of $2,811.51 due to the exempt status; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, on this 15" day of January, 2025 that the Mayor and
Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey hereby
authorize the Tax Collector to cancel Quarter 1 and Quarter 2, 2025 taxes for Block 141 Lot 12
due to the Exemption.

CERTIFICATION
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State

of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by the Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, January 15, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Resolution No. 25-43 — Authorize Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2023-006 on Block
102, Lot 2.01 in the amount of $18,995.16.

R 25-43
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING REEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE
NO. 2023-006 ON BLOCK 102 LOT 2.01

WHEREAS, at the Lopatcong Township Municipal Tax Sale held on December 12, 2023 a lien
was sold on Block 102 Lot 2.01 also known as 700 Lock Street for delinquent taxes;

WHEREAS, this lien known as Tax Sale Certificate No. 2023-006 was sold to TAX LIEN FUND
LP; and



WHEREAS, on January 7, 2025 the Certificate No. 2023-006 has been satisfied in the amount of
$18,995.16.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 15" day of January, 2025 that the Chief
Financial Officer is authorized to issue a check in the amount of $18,995.16 for the redemption of
Tax Sale Certificate No. 2023-006 to:

TAX LIEN FUND LP
PO BOX 132
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94104
CERTIFICATION
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State

of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by the Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, January 15, 2025.

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC

Announcement — Special Meeting January 29, 2025 at 6:00 pm.

Payment of Bills — Motion by Councilman Belcaro, Seconded by Councilman McQuade. Roll
call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, Mayor Wright.
NAYS: None

Police Report — Chief of Police Garcia gave the report for December; 254 Traffic Stops; 43%
were overweight tractor trailer drivers.

Public Comment —
John Betz — Inquired about Rent Rolls for Brakeley Gardens. Also informed the Council the
heat was out in some buildings. This was reported to the Clerk’s Office earlier in the day and

was informed to call the Warren County Health Dept.

Adjournment — Motion by Councilman Belcaro, Seconded by Councilman McQuade — All in
favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Margaret B. Dilts William D. Wright
Clerk/Administrator Mayor



