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TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
Meeting Minutes 

6:30 PM Executive Session/7:30 pm Regular Session 

          December 4, 2024 

The Regular Meeting of the Lopatcong Township Council was called to order by Mayor Wright.  
The meeting was held in the Municipal Building located at 232 S. Third St., Phillipsburg, New 
Jersey 

Mayor Wright stated “adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time and 
place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by advertising a 
Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express-Times Warren County Zone and by posting a copy 
on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building.” 
 
Present:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright.  Also, present were Attorney Lavery and Engineer Wisniewski. 

Motion to return to Regular Session by Council President Belcaro, seconded by Councilman 
McQuade.  All in favor. 

Attorney Lavery stated the items listed on the Executive Session were as listed on the Agenda. 
Attorney Lavery asked for a motion to hire 3 new Police Officers.  Motion was made by 
Councilman McQuade, and seconded by Councilman Marinelli.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
 

R 24-171 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE HIRE OF THREE FULL-TIME ENTRY 

LEVEL LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICE OFFICERS  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey authorize the hire of three full-time entry level law enforcement police officers; and 

WHEREAS,  A municipal or county police department may hire a person, exempt from the 
requirement to take an examination for an entry-level law enforcement officer position pursuant 
to subsection a. of this section, upon adoption of an ordinance or resolution by the governing body 
authorizing such hiring by the police department and the adoption of a conflict of interest and 
nepotism policy. the hiring process will be in accordance with N.J.S.A. 11A:4-1.3; and 

WHEREAS, the police officers will begin employment as of January 1, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, the police officers’ names are as follows: 

Derek J. Rottmann 

Jonathan J. Hikade 

Abrham L. Rush  

WHEREAS, the police officers are provisional pending the successful completion of a full Basic 
Course for Police Officers training course; and 

WHEREAS, the three police officers are scheduled for January 13, 2025 at the Morris County 
Police Academy; and 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the provisional hire of 
three police officers on January 1, 2025 pursuant to N.J.S.A. 11A:4-1.3 pending their successful 
completion of the Basic Course for Police Officers scheduled for January 13, 2025 at the Morris 
County Police Academy. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 4, 2024. 

         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
         Clerk/Administrator 

Public Comment: No comments from the public. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Minutes – Approve Executive and Regular Session Minutes for November 6, 2024 on motion by 
Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman Marinelli.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to adopt this Consent Agenda by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman 
Marinelli.  All in favor, no nays. 
 

R 24-157 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING CONSENT AGENDA FOR COUNCIL’S 

CONSIDERATION 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby approve and authorize a Consent Agenda to move routine items of 
business requiring no discussion; and 

WHEREAS, there are listed Items one through thirteen on the Consent Agenda. 

1.  Resolution to Cancel Unexpended Capital Balance of $62,933.65 from the purchase of the 
EMS Building. 
2.  Resolution authorizing Municipal Budget Transfer during the Last Two Months of the Year 
per N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58 in the amount of $37,400.00. 
3.  Resolution authorizing Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 65, Lot 3.01 in the amount 
of $2,488.88. 
4.  Resolution authorizing Refund for Tax Overpayment for Block 24, Lot 19 in the amount of 
$3,515.14. 
5.  Resolution authorizing Refund for Tax Overpayment for Block 58, Lot 24.05 CC005X in the 
amount of $4,683.04. 
6.  Resolution authorizing Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 58, Lot 24.05 in the amount 
of $44,972.96. 
7.  Resolution authorizing Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 58, 24.04 CB006X in the 
amount of $6,939.33. 
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8.  Resolution authorizing Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 96, Lot 2 in the amount of 
$2,242.76. 
9.  Resolution authorizing Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 90, Lot 39 in the amount of 
$1,172.79. 
10. Resolution authorizing Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 112, Lot 25 in the amount 
of $1,903.26. 
11. Resolution authorizing Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 100, Lot 2 in the amount of 
$48,896.15. 
12. Resolution authorizing Refund for Tax Overpayment for Block 131, Lot 19 in the amount of 
$2,614.26. 
13. Resolution authorizing Clothing Allowance for 2024 qualified firemen. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 4, 2024. 
 
         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-158 - Resolution to Cancel Unexpended Capital Balance of $62,933.65 from 
the purchase of the EMS Building. 

R 24-158 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO CANCEL UNEXPENDED CAPITAL BALANCE 

 
WHEREAS, certain Bond/Capital appropriation ordinances have funding that is no longer 
necessary; and 
 
WHEREAS,  it is necessary to formally cancel said balance 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey that the following Capital Ordinance be 
hereby cancelled to Capital Improvement Fund; 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at the Reorganization Meeting held on Wednesday, December 4, 2024. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-159 - Resolution authorizing Municipal Budget Transfer during the Last Two 
Months of the Year per N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58 in the amount of $37,400.00. 
 
 

R 24-159 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS OF 
THE 2024 LOPATCONG TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUDGET DURING THE LAST TWO 

MONTHS OF THE YEAR AS PER N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58 
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WHEREAS, it has become necessary to expend an amount in excess of the respective items 
appropriated in the 2024 Lopatcong Township Municipal Operating Budget. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as per N.J.S.A. 4-58 that the Mayor and Council of the 
Township of Lopatcong authorize the Chief Financial Officer to make the following appropriation 
transfers: 
 
CURRENT FUND:  
FROM:      TO: 
Admin  OE $ 10,000.00 Mun Ct S&W $   6,300.00 

Planning Bd   OE $ 12,000.00 Aid to Volunteer Fire $  30,000.00 

Mayor & Council OE $  5,000.00 Mayor&Council 
S&W 

$       100.00 

Legal  OE $ 10,400.00 Uniform Fire S&W  $    1,000.00 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Total $37,400.00 Total $ 37,400.00 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk for the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution  
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 4, 2024.   

                                              Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

 
Resolution No. 24-160 - Resolution authorizing Refund for a Tax Overpayment for Block 65, 
Lot 3.01 in the amount of $2,488.88. 
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R-24-160 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 65 LOT 3.01 
 

WHEREAS, it has been found that, on October 25, 2024, the resident’s title company paid 
$2,488.88 for 4th Quarter 2024 taxes; 
 
WHEREAS,  it has also been found that, on November 6, 2024, the resident’s mortgage 
company paid $2,488.88 for the 4th Quarter 2024 taxes; 
 
WHEREAS,  this has resulted in an overpayment on the account in the amount of $2,488.88; 
 
WHEREAS, a refund has been requested by the resident; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a 
refund in the amount of $2,488.88 to: Jennifer Conover, 410 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, NJ  
08865. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk for the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 4, 2024. 
 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
 
Resolution No. 24-161 - Resolution authorizing Refund for Tax Overpayment for Block 24, Lot 
19 in the amount of $3,515.14. 
 

R-24-161 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 24 LOT 19 
 

WHEREAS, at the resident’s request, the Township wishes to issue a refund in the amount of 
$3,515.14 for the payments that were made in excess of the 2024 taxes which was due to the 
exempt status; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a 
refund in the amount of $3,515.14 to: Freedom House, 635 Belvidere Road, Phillipsburg, NJ  
08865. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk for the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 4, 2024. 
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Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
 
Resolution No. 24-162 - Resolution authorizing Refund for Tax Overpayment for Block 58, Lot 
24.05 in the amount of $4,683.04. 
 

R-24-162 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 58 LOT 24.05 
 

WHEREAS, at the resident’s request, the Township wishes to issue a refund in the amount of 
$4,683.04, for the payments that were made in excess of the 2024 taxes which was due to the 
exempt status; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a 
refund in the amount of $4,683.04 to: St. Luke’s Health Network, Attn: Real Estate Department, 
801 Ostrum Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk for the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 4, 2024. 
 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
 
Resolution No. 24-163 - Resolution authorizing Refund for Tax Overpayment for Block 58, Lot 
24.05 in the amount of $44.972.96. 
 

R-24-163 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 58 LOT 24.05 
 

WHEREAS, at the resident’s request, the Township wishes to issue a refund in the amount of 
$44,972.96 for the payments that were made in excess of the 2024 taxes which was due to the 
exempt status; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a 
refund in the amount of $44,972.96 to: St. Luke’s Health Network, Attn: Real Estate 
Department, 801 Ostrum Street, Bethlehem, PA  18015. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk for the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 4, 2024. 
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Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-164 - Resolution authorizing Refund for Tax Overpayment for Block 58, Lot 
24.04 Qualification CB006X 
 

R-24-164 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 58 LOT 24.04 QUALIFICATION CB006X 
 

WHEREAS, at the resident’s request, the Township wishes to issue a refund in the amount of 
$6,939.33, for the payments that were made in excess of the 2024 taxes which was due to the 
exempt status; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a 
refund in the amount of $6,939.33 to: St. Luke’s Health Network, Attn: Real Estate Department, 
801 Ostrum Street, Bethlehem, PA  18015. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk for the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 4, 2024. 
 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-165 - Resolution authorizing Refund for Tax Overpayment for Block 96, Lot 
2. 
 

R-24-165 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 96 LOT 2 
 

 
WHEREAS, it has been found that, on October 22, 2024, the resident’s title company paid 
$57,483.42 for 2023 taxes, penalties and interest as well as, 2024 taxes and interest; 
 
WHEREAS,  this has resulted in an overpayment on the account in the amount of $2,242.76; 
 
WHEREAS,  a refund has been requested by the title company; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a 
refund in the amount of $2,242.76 to: Republic Title of Texas, Inc., 201 Main Street Suite 1400, 
Fort Worth, TX  76102. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk for the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 
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adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 4, 2024. 
 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-166 - Resolution authorizing Refund for Tax Overpayment for Block 90, Lot 
39 
 

R-24-166 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 90 LOT 39 
 
WHEREAS, it has been found that, on November 6, 2024, the resident’s title company paid 
$1,172.79 for 4th Quarter 2024 taxes; 
 
WHEREAS,  it has also been found that, on November 6, 2024, the resident’s mortgage 
company paid $1,172.79 for the 4th Quarter 2024 taxes; 
 
WHEREAS,  this has resulted in an overpayment on the account in the amount of $1,172.79; 
 
WHEREAS, a refund has been requested by the title company; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a 
refund in the amount of $1,172.79 to: Evident Title Agency, Inc., 874 Pompton Avenue Suite 
B2, Cedar Grove, NJ  07009. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk for the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 4, 2024. 
 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-167 - Resolution authorizing Refund for Tax Overpayment for Block 112, 
Lot 25. 
 

R-24-167 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 112 LOT 25 
 
WHEREAS, it has been found that, on November 6, 2024, the resident’s title company paid 
$1,903.26 for 4th Quarter 2024 taxes; 
 
WHEREAS,  it has also been found that, on November 6, 2024, the resident’s mortgage 
company paid $1,903.26 for the 4th Quarter 2024 taxes; 
 
WHEREAS,  this has resulted in an overpayment on the account in the amount of $1,903.26; 
 
WHEREAS, a refund has been requested by the title company; and 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a 
refund in the amount of $1,903.26 to: Main Street Title & Settlement Services, 190 Main Street 
Suite 305, Hackensack, NJ  07601. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk for the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 4, 2024. 
 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-168 - Resolution authorizing Refund for Tax Overpayment for Block 100, 
Lot 2. 
 

R-24-168 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 100 LOT 2 
 
WHEREAS, it has been found that, on August 8, 2024, the resident paid $48,896.15 for 4th 
Quarter 2024 taxes; 
 
WHEREAS,  it has also been found that, on November 12, 2024, the resident again paid 
$48,896.15 at the Provident Bank for the 4th Quarter 2024 taxes; 
 
WHEREAS,  this has resulted in an overpayment on the account in the amount of $48,896.15; 
 
WHEREAS, a refund has been requested by the resident; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a 
refund in the amount of $48,896.15 to: K & S Enterprises, LLC, 199 Strykers Road, 
Phillipsburg, NJ  08865. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk for the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 4, 2024. 
 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-169 - Resolution authorizing Refund for Tax Overpayment for Block 131, 
Lot 19. 
 

R-24-169 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 131 LOT 19 
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WHEREAS, it has been found that, on September 25, 2024, the resident’s title company paid 
$2,614.26 for 4th Quarter 2024 taxes; 
 
WHEREAS,  it has also been found that, on November 6, 2024, the resident’s mortgage 
company paid $2,614.26 for the 4th Quarter 2024 taxes; 
 
WHEREAS,  this has resulted in an overpayment on the account in the amount of $2,614.26; 
 
WHEREAS, a refund has been requested by the title company; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the CFO to process a 
refund in the amount of $2,614.26 to: Global Serve Title Agency Corp., Attn: Kareem Wharton, 
1981 Marcus Avenue Suite C114, Lake Success, NY  11042. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk for the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 4, 2024. 
 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-170 - Resolution authorizing Clothing Allowance for 2024 qualified firemen. 
 
 

R-24-170 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING A CLOTHING ALLOWANCE FOR 

QUALIFIED ACTIVE MEMBERS FOR THE YEAR 2021 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council created Ordinance 2014-14 to establish yearly a clothing 
allowance for qualified active members of the Township’s Fire Departments; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the amount shall be fixed from time to time a clothing allowance for damage and 
loss sustained in the line of fire duty provided the member attended and answered at least 40% of 
the fire duty during the preceding 12 months; and 
 
Jacob Bichler, Matt Hikade, Lou LaFord Jr., Trent LaFord, Terry Lawler, James Marinelli, 
Martin Olsson Jr., Collin Patricia, Kyle Suruda, Jim Fox, John Van Wetering. 
 
WHEREAS, Mayor and Council decided the amount for the 2021 Budget would $245.00. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey shall fix a dollar amount of $175.00 for 
the 2016 Budget to be paid to every qualified active member of the Fire Department. 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk for the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 
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adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 4, 2024. 
 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Announcement – Year end Council Meeting scheduled for December 30, 2024. Reorganization 
meeting on January 7, 2025 and upcoming meeting on January 15, 2025.  
 
Reports: 

Councilman Belcaro – Informed the public that leaf pick up will continue until December 11, 2024 
or the last week before the first heavy snow storm.   

Councilman Marinelli – Asked if Brian was going to extend leaf pick up due to the fact that we 
had such a warm Fall and that some trees haven’t lost all of their leaves yet. 

Councilman McQuade – No report 

Council President Palitto – Reported that Santa Claus coming to town at the Strykers Firehouse on 
December 21, 2024 from 1:00 – 3:00. The Fire Department and Recreation Committee are working 
on that. 

Mayor Wright – Noted the Police Department is continuing to stop trucks.  He also mentioned the 
Squad Building is shaping up, cleaned up, and repairs are soon to follow. 

Engineer Wisniewski – Provided an update to the public on the Pickle Ball construction and that 
he is waiting on some paperwork to be filed. Pre-construction meeting will be held next month.  In 
regards to the Jade Lane Improvement Project, we have a purchase order and the contractors lined 
up, but at this point, certainly the weather has turned more quicky than expected and are waiting 
on the spring time construction season to get that road resurfaced.  On the pool demolition, plans 
are fairly complete and probably within the next week will be complete with the plans to bid out 
before Christmas, or early into the new year. The next road project is DOT funded project; 
Stonehenge Drive and those improvements are from Buckley Hill Drive to Red School Lane. We 
have a proposal that was submitted to CFO Browne to be approved so we can get the survey and 
design efforts started sometime in January.  We are also working with FEMA on Fox Farm Road 
repairs from the storm in July, 2023.    

Mayor Wright – Questioned Adam about Lows Hollow Road and Reservoir Road and requested 
him to check those roads out to see if repairs are needed there too.  

Chief of Police Garcia – Provided the monthly traffic report for the month of November; 206 stops 
and out of those stops 41% were issued a citation.  Out of those 41%, 55% were overweight tractor 
trailers.  We were able to dedicate an extra 53 hours extra that month to those overweight stops.   

DPW Superintendent Brian Weeks – Noted that leaf pick up will be coming to an end.  We are 
just asking that the residents drop their leaves off at the DPW.  Plows and Spreaders are all ready 
to go for the season.  He mentioned that Reservoir Road is split up between 3 different towns.    

Martin Olsen – Reported the Lopatcong Fire Department responded to 20 calls of service for the 
month of November. He thanked the public for the last 5 years of working with him as the Assistant 
Chief of Delaware Park Fire Company and his term will be up at the end of the year. He’s looking 
forward to his new role as a fireman. 

EMS Report – No report 

Department Reports – Motion to approve by Councilman McQuade, seconded by Councilman 
Belcaro to approve.  All in favor. 

Payment of Bills – Councilman Belcaro made a motion to approve payment of bills, seconded by 
Councilman Marinelli – Roll call vote: 
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AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright.  
NAYS:  None 
 
Public Comment  
John Ketcherson – 38 Jade Lane – Asked about the Warehouse that’s scheduled behind the 
Phillipsburg Mall.  Questioned the 45 calendar days to appeal the decisions.  Wanted to know if 
we were going to appeal it. Attorney Lavery said we don’t plan on appealing the decision.   
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman McQuade.  All 
in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Margaret B. Dilts, MMC      William D. Wright 
Clerk/Administrator       Mayor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
          
 
 

 
 


