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TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
Meeting Minutes 

6:30 PM Executive Session/7:30 pm Regular Session 

          November 6, 2024 

The Regular Meeting of the Lopatcong Township Council was called to order by Mayor Wright.  
The meeting was held in the Municipal Building located at 232 S. Third St., Phillipsburg, New 
Jersey 

A Prayer was offered led by the Boy Scouts.  Followed by the Oath of Allegiance led by the Boy 
Scouts. 
 
Mayor Wright stated “adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time and 
place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by advertising a 
Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express-Times Warren County Zone and by posting a copy 
on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building.” 
 
Present:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright.  Also, present were Attorney Baldwin and Engineer Wisniewski. 

Motion to return to Regular Session by Council President Belcaro, seconded by Council 
President Palitto.  All in favor. 

Attorney Baldwin stated the items listed on the Executive Session were as listed on the Agenda. 
 
Public Comment: No comments from the public. 
 
 
Old Business: 
 
Minutes – Approve Executive and Regular Sessions for October 2, 2024 on motion by 
Councilman McQuade, seconded by Councilman Marinelli.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance No. 24-22 – Second reading and public hearing authorizing the Hire of an Entry 
Level Police Officer Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 11A:4-1.3.  Motion to hold a public hearing by 
Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman Belcaro.  All in favor.  No comments from 
the public.  Motion to close the public hearing by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman 
McQuade.   All in favor. 
 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-22 

               SECOND NOTICE OF AN ORDINANCE 

NOTICE is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, held on Wednesday, November 6, 2024 
at the Municipal Building, 232 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, the following 
Ordinance was presented and passed on the final reading.  The Ordinance was then ordered to be 
published according to law by title only.   

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
AUTHORIZING THE HIRE OF AN ENTRY LEVEL POLICE OFFICER PURSUANT TO 

N.J.S.A. 11A:4-1.3 
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Said Ordinance may be read and inspected at any time at the Office of the Municipal Clerk, 
Lopatcong Township Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey Monday 
through Friday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Motion to adopt this Ordinance on second reading by Council President Palitto, seconded by 
Councilman McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance No. 24-23 – Second reading and public hearing to Amend, Revise and Supplement 
Chapter 27, “Fire Department,” Article II, “Election of Officers,” of the Code to Change Section 
27-5 (d) that Department Line Officers Reside within a Three (3) Mile Radius of the Fire Station 
within the State of New Jersey.  Motion to open a public hearing by Councilman Belcaro, 
seconded by Councilman Marinelli.  All in favor.  No comments from the public.  Motion to 
close the public hearing by Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman Belcaro.  All in 
favor. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-23 
 

               SECOND NOTICE OF AN ORDINANCE 

NOTICE is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, held on Wednesday, November 6, 2024 
at the Municipal Building, 232 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, the following 
Ordinance was presented and passed on the final reading.  The Ordinance was then ordered to be 
published according to law by title only.   

 
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN, 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 27, 
“FIRE DEPARTMENT,” ARTICLE II, “ELECTION OF OFFICERS,” OF THE CODE 
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG TO CHANGE SECTIONS  5, “SELECTION OF 
NOMINEES AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

Said Ordinance may be read and inspected at any time at the Office of the Municipal Clerk, 
Lopatcong Township Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey Monday 
through Friday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Motion to adopt this Ordinance on second reading by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by 
Councilman McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS: None 
 
New Business: 
 
Best Practices Inventory – CFO Browne noted that every year the State tasks municipalities 
with a Best Practices Inventory and depending on the score, you last sate aid payment could be 
affected. This has not ever happened in Lopatcong. Out of a possible 46.50 the Township scored 
40.  The emphasis this year was on affordable housing and lead paint inspections. The inventory 
has been submitted. 
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Ordinance No. 24-24 – First reading to Amend Chapter 219 entitled “Trees”. Engineer 
Wisniewski noted this ordinance is on the books but the State has required an amendment which 
goes along with the NJDEP Stormwater Permit. It extends the protection of trees not only street 
trees, right-of-way trees and park trees on public lands but extends the tree protections and 
permit requirements to private properties.   
 
R. 2024-24 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 219 OF THE 
TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED “TREES” 

 
WHEREAS, the Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New 
Jersey, in the interests of public health and safety and the improvement of the environment, deems 
it necessary and proper that an ordinance be adopted providing for the care, preservation, planting, 
pruning and removal of trees and shrubs in parks, streets and other public places in said Township; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the purpose of such an ordinance is to prevent the uncontrolled destruction and 
removal of trees growing upon public lands within the Township of Lopatcong which may result 
in soil erosion, stream pollution, inadequate or destructive surface drainage, a decrease in the 
fertility of the soil, the creation of dust and pollution and the creation of breeding places for 
mosquitoes, all of which result in increased costs to the Township for the correction thereof; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong has a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 
Permit from the State of New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong is subject to the Community-wide Ordinance 
requirements of the Tier A Municipal Stormwater Permit; and 

WHEREAS, the Community-Wide Ordinance requirements in the Township of Lopatcong’s Tier 
A Municipal Stormwater Permit necessitate the amendment of Ordinance 219 “Trees” by the 
Municipality. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey that Chapter 219 of the Township Code of 
the Township of Lopatcong is amended as follows: 

 

Section One – Section 219 of the Code of the Township of Lopatcong shall be amended as follows: 
 
§219-6. Applicability of Regulations 
 
This chapter shall apply to persons, as herein defined, who cut down, destroy, injure or trees, 
whether in preparation for building construction, grading or regrading of any lot or parcel of land 
or otherwise who intend to cut down, destroy or remove any tree or who intend to place material, 
machinery or temporary soil deposit within 10 feet of any tree trunk on any lot or parcel of land in 
the Township. 
 
The requirements of §219-18 of this chapter shall apply to all persons, as herein defined, who 
engage in tree removal as defined below. 
 
 

§219-7. Definitions.  

 
For the purpose of this ordinance, the following terms, phrases, words, and their derivations shall 
have the meanings stated herein unless their use in the text of this ordinance clearly demonstrates 
a different meaning.  When consistent with the context, words used in the present tense include 
the future, words used in the plural number include the singular number, and words used in the 
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singular number include the plural number. The use of the word "shall" means the requirement is 
always mandatory and not merely discretionary.  
  
APPLICANT 

Means any “person”, as defined below, who applies for approval to remove trees regulated 
under this ordinance.  
 

CRITICAL ROOT RADIUS (CRR) 
Means the zone around the base of a tree where the majority of the root system is found. This 
zone is calculated by multiplying the diameter at breast height (DBH) of the tree by 1.5 feet. 
For example: a tree with a 6” DBH would have a CRR = 6”x1.5’ = 9’.  

  
DIAMETER AT BREAST HEIGHT (DBH) 

Means the diameter of the trunk of a mature tree generally measured at a point four and a half 
feet above ground level from the uphill side of the tree. For species of trees where the main 
trunk divides below the 4 ½ foot height, the DBH shall be measured at the highest point before 
any division.  

  
HAZARD TREE 

Means a tree or limbs thereof that meet one or more of the criteria below. Trees that do not 
meet any of the criteria below and are proposed to be removed solely for development purposes 
are not hazard trees. 

 
A. Has an infectious disease or insect infestation;  

 
B. Is dead or dying;  

 
C. Obstructs the view of traffic signs or the free passage of pedestrians or vehicles, where 

pruning attempts have not been effective;  
 

D. Is causing obvious damage to structures (such as building foundations, etc.); or  
 

E. Is determined to be a threat to public health, safety, and/or welfare by a certified arborist 
or Licensed Tree Expert (LTE).  

 
PARK TREES 

Trees, bushes and all other woody vegetation on public lands. 
 
PERSON 

Means any individual, resident, firm, corporation, trust, utility, company, syndicate, 
partnership, firm, association or any other legal entity. 

  
PLANTING STRIP 

Means the part of a street right-of-way between the public right-of-way and the portion of the 
street reserved for vehicular traffic or between the abutting property line and the curb or 
traveled portion of the street, exclusive of any sidewalk. 

 
PRUNING 

The cutting of limbs back to the main stem or trunk, without leaving stubs, in such a manner 
that it does not severely disfigure the tree or to remove the normal crown. 

 
PUBLIC LANDS 

Any lands owned by the Township of Lopatcong, except roadways, whether or not the same 
are open to the general public. 

 
PUBLIC ROADS 

Any street, avenue, boulevard, road, parkway, drive or other way, whether open to vehicles or 
not, which includes the area between the right-of-way lines. 

 
RESIDENT 
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Means an individual who resides on the residential property or contractor hired by the 
individual who resides on the residential property where a tree(s) regulated by this ordinance 
is removed or proposed to be removed. 

  
STREET TREE 

Means a tree, shrub, bush, and all other woody vegetation planted in the sidewalk, planting 
strip, and/or in the public right-of-way adjacent to (or specified distance from) the portion of 
the street reserved for vehicular traffic. This also includes trees, shrubs, bushes, and woody 
vegetation planted in planting strips within the roadway right-of-way, i.e., islands, medians, 
pedestrian refuges. 

 
TOPPING 

Severe cutting back of limbs to such a degree as to remove the normal crown or disfigure the 
tree. 

 
TREE 

Means a woody perennial plant, typically having a single stem or trunk growing to a 
considerable height and bearing lateral branches at some distance from the ground.  

 
TREE CALIPER 

Means the diameter of the trunk of a young tree, measured six (6) inches from the soil line.  
For young trees whose caliper exceeds four (4) inches, the measurement is taken twelve (12) 
inches above the soil line.  

 
TREE INSPECTOR 

A representative of the Township Shade Tree Commission appointed by the Township Council 
to administer the provisions of this chapter. 

 
TREE REMOVAL 

Means to kill or to cause irreparable damage that leads to the decline and/or death of a tree. 
This includes, but is not limited to, excessive pruning, application of substances that are toxic 
to the tree, over-mulching or improper mulching, and improper grading and/or soil compaction 
within the critical root radius around the base of the tree that leads to the decline and/or death 
of a tree. Removal does not include responsible pruning and maintenance of a tree, or the 
application of treatments intended to manage invasive species. 

 
 
§219-18. Permit Required; approval; exception. 
 

A. Application Process: 
 

1. No person shall cut down, destroy or remove any street or park tree, place any material, 
machinery, temporary soil deposit and/or regrade the soil within 10 feet of said tree 
trunk without first having secured a permit from the Township Tree Inspector. The Tree 
Inspector shall grant the permit if the proposed removal is not found to be in 
contravention of the purposes of this chapter as set forth in the preamble[1] or in the 
applicable sections of this chapter. Tree removal permit applications shall be subject to 
a $25.00 application fee. No permit shall be required of any public service company or 
Township employee doing such work in the pursuit of their public service endeavors. 

 
2. No person shall cut down, destroy or remove any non-street tree or non-park tree with 

DBH of 6” or more on their property without first having secured a permit from the 
Township Tree Inspector. The Tree Inspector shall grant the permit if the proposed 
removal is not found to be in contravention of the purposes of this chapter as set forth 
in the preamble[1] or in the applicable sections of this chapter. No permit shall be 
required of any public service company or Township employee doing such work in the 
pursuit of their public service endeavors. 

 
3. Applicants may be required to post an escrow deposit in the event that the Tree 

Removal Application and subsequent review requires the Township to engage a 
Licensed Tree Expert to review the requested trees to be removed. The escrow amount 
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shall be determined at the time of the Application. Applicants shall be notified in 
writing at the time of application filing. 

 
B. Tree Replacement Requirements 

 
1. Any person who removes one or more street tree(s) and/or park tree(s) with a DBH of 

2.5” or more, unless exempt under Section 219-18D, shall be subject to the 
requirements of the Tree Replacement Requirements Table below. 

 
2. Any person, who removes one or more non-street tree(s), as defined as Tree removal, 

with a DBH of 6” or more per acre, unless otherwise detailed under Section 219-18D, 
shall be subject to the requirements of the Tree Replacement Requirements Table. 

 
3. The species type and diversity of all replacement trees shall be in accordance with the 

official tree list referenced in § 219-8 of this chapter.  
 

4. Replacement tree(s) shall: 
 

a. Be replaced in kind with a tree that has an equal or greater DBH than tree removed 
or meet the Tree Replacement Criteria in the table below; 

 
b. Be planted within twelve (12) months of the date of removal of the original tree(s) 

or at an alternative date specified by the municipality; 
 

c. Be monitored by the applicant for a period of two (2) years to ensure their survival 
and shall be replaced as needed within twelve (12) months; and 

 
d. Shall not be planted in temporary containers or pots, as these do not count towards 

tree replacement requirements. 
 
Tree Replacement Requirements Table: 

Category Tree Removed 
(DBH) 

Tree Replacement Criteria 
(See Appendix A) 

1 DBH of 2.5” (for 
street trees) or 6” 
(for non-street 
trees) to 12.99” 

Replant 1 tree with a minimum 
tree caliper of 1.5” for each tree 
removed  

2 DBH of 13” to 
22.99” 

 

Replant 2 trees with minimum 
tree calipers of 1.5” for each tree 
removed  

3 DBH of 23” to 
32.99” 

 

Replant 3 trees with minimum 
tree calipers of 1.5” for each tree 
removed  

4 DBH of 33” or 
greater 

 

Replant 4 trees with minimum 
tree calipers of 1.5” for each tree 
removed  

 
C. Replacement Alternatives: 

 
1. If the municipality determines that some or all required replacement trees cannot be 

planted on the property where the tree removal activity occurred, then the applicant 
shall do one of the following: 
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a. Plant replacement trees in a separate area(s) approved by the municipality. 
 

b. Pay a fee of $500.00 per tree replacement planting not completed in accordance 
with the Tree Replacement Requirements Table above. This fee shall be placed into 
a fund dedicated to tree planting and continued maintenance of the trees. 

 
D. All persons shall comply with the tree replacement standard outlined above, except in the 

cases detailed below.  Proper justification shall be provided, in writing, to the 
municipality by all persons claiming an exemption. Exemptions shall be granted at the 
discretion of the Township Shade Tree Commission upon review of applications for tree 
removal. 

 
1. Residents who remove less than four (4) trees per acre that fall into category 1, 2, or 3 

of the Tree Replacement Requirements Table within a five-year period.  
 

2. Tree farms in active operation, nurseries, fruit orchards, and garden centers; 
 

3. Properties used for the practice of silviculture under an approved forest stewardship or 
woodland management plan that is active and on file with the municipality; 

 
4. Any trees removed as part of a municipal or state decommissioning plan. This 

exemption only includes trees planted as part of the construction and predetermined to 
be removed in the decommissioning plan.  

 
5. Any trees removed pursuant to a New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

(NJDEP) or U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approved environmental 
clean-up, or NJDEP approved habitat enhancement plan; 

 
6. Approved game management practices, as recommended by the State of New Jersey 

Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Fish, Game and Wildlife; 
 

7. Hazard trees may be removed with no fee or replacement requirement.  
 
§219-22 Pruning, Clearance 
 
Any property owner whose trees or shrubs overhang any street or right-of-way within the 
Township shall prune the branches so that such branches shall not obstruct the view of any street 
intersection, shall not obstruct the light from any street lamp or impede the clearance/removal of 
snow, ice or leaves from the street. There shall be a clear space of 14 feet above the surface of the 
street or sidewalk. Said property owners shall remove all dead, diseased, or dangerous trees or 
broken or decayed limbs which constitute a menace to the safety of the public. 
 
SECTION TWO – If any section, subdivision, paragraph, clause, or provision of this ordinance 
shall be adjudged invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to such section, subdivision, 
paragraph, clause, or provision and the remainder of this ordinance shall be deemed valid and 
effective. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby 
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 
 
SECTION THREE - This ordinance shall take effect upon the publication of notice of final 
adoption as provided by law.  
 
 
 

NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced to pass on first 

reading at a regular meeting of the Council of the Township of Lopatcong held on November 6, 

2024, and ordered published in accordance with the law. Said Ordinance will be considered for 
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final reading and adoption at a regular meeting of the Township Council to be held on December 

4, 2024 at 7 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the Township Council may hear this Ordinance at the 

Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, at which time all persons 

interested may appear for or against the passage of said Ordinance. 

 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Motion by Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman Marinelli to adopt on first reading.  
Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Fire Dept. Ladder Truck Repairs – Fire Chief LaFord provided a report on the Ladder Truck. It 
has been out of service since September 29th as it went out for its annual preventative PM Service.  
At that time, 14 items were identified by the vendor that are in need of repair. The total is 
$39,104.63 for the repairs.  Some of those items are minor that can be taken care of in-house.  The 
total then is $36,439.63 for the remainder that need to be taken care of by the vendor.  The biggest 
item is engine work which amounts to roughly $25,000.00.  What direction does Council want to 
go with at this point asked Chief LaFord.  Phillipsburg has been covering the Township currently. 
Their truck will go out for its yearly service so the next closest truck is Harmony, Stewartsville 
and Alpha.  Absolute Fire has not provided a turnaround time yet.  Fire Chief LaFord will meet 
with CFO Browne to come together to meet the cost for the repairs.        
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to adopt this Consent Agenda by Councilman Marinelli, seconded by Councilman 
McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 

R 24-144 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING CONSENT AGENDA FOR COUNCIL’S 

CONSIDERATION 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby approve and authorize a Consent Agenda to move routine items of 
business requiring no discussion; and 

WHEREAS, there are listed Items one through fourteen on the Consent Agenda. 

1. Authorize partial payment to Traffic Planning & Design, inc., for work completed on the 
Upper Belvidere Road Transportation Alternative Program project in the amount of 
$45,152.19. 

2. Resolution authorizing Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2022-003 on Block 2, Lot 
33 in the amount of $1,923.55. 

3. Resolution authorizing Sewer Credit on Block 35, Lot 1 in the amount of $220.00. 
4. Resolution authorizing the Transfer of Appropriations of the 2024 Municipal Budget 

during the Last Two Months of the Year in the amount of $98,000.00. 
5. Resolution to cancel partial taxes on 1301 Belvidere Road. 
6. Approve application for Raffle Licenses submitted by Garnet Boosterettes. 
7. Resolution to make a capital purchase a Tiny Mobil Robot for sports field lining in the 

amount of $32,000. 
8. Resolution to compensate John Caleca, Prosecutor from July through December 2024. 
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9. Approve Release of Escrow Monies and Two-year Maintenance Bond held on 80 
Strykers Road. 

10. Resolution to accept the grant award of $50,000 for the MS4 Map Preparation from the 
Highlands Council.  

11. Resolution appointing EB Employee Solutions, LLC DBA as the Difference Card to 
provide HRA Services for the Township of Lopatcong. 

12. Resolution authorizing Safe and Secure Communities Grant Program for 2025. 
13. Appoint Colin R. Lazorchak to Lopatcong Fire Co. 2 and Christopher J. Silcox to 

Delaware Park Chemical Engine Co. No. 1 as recommended by Fire Chief LaFord. 
14. Approve Partial Payment No. 1 to Top Line Construction Corporation in the amount of 

$342,297.81 for work completed on the Transportation Alternatives Program Project. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, November 6, 2024. 
 
         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Traffic Planning and Design, Inc. – Approve payment for work completed on the Upper 
Belvidere Road Transportation Alternative Program Project in the amount of $45,152.19. 
 
Resolution No. 24-145 – Authorize Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2022-003 on Block 
2, Lot 33 in the amount of $1,923.55. 
 

R 24-145 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE 

NO. 2022-003 ON BLOCK 2, LOT 33 
 

WHEREAS, at the Lopatcong Township Municipal Tax Sale held on December 15, 2022, a lien 
was sold on Block 2, Lot 33 also known as 1001 Belvidere Road for delinquent sewer; and 
 
WHEREAS, this lien known as Tax Sale Certificate No. 2022-003 was sold to Christiana T C/F 
SE 1/Firstrust; and 
 
WHEREAS, on September 26, 2024, the Certificate No. 2022-003 has been satisfied in the amount 
of $1,923.55, Premium $2,200.00. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 6th day of November 2024, that the Chief 
Financial Officer is authorized to issue a check in the amount of $1,923.55, Premium $2,200.00 
for the redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2022-003 to: 
 

Christiana T C/F Sel/Firstrust 
P.O. Box  5021 

Philadelphia, PA 19111-5021 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, November 6, 2024. 
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        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-146 – Authorizing Sewer Credit on Block 35, Lot 1 in the amount of $220.00. 
 

R 24-146 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG SEWER APPEAL PANEL, 
COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING SEWER CREDIT 

ON BLOCK 35, LOT 1, IN THE AMOUNT OF $220.00. 

WHEREAS, resident of 814 Rugby Road, Block 35, Lot 1 explained that her home had 
experienced a leakage in one of the hose faucets on the exterior of their home resulting in higher 
water usage that occurred during the 1st quarter but was billed during the 2nd quarter billing of 
2024; and 

WHEREAS, the resident provided her Aqua statements as well as sewer statements showing the 
increase in her statements. The Sewer Appeal panel had reviewed all documentation presented 
and agreed that the water from this leak did not enter the sewer system; and 

WHEREAS, the resident’s 2nd quarter sewer bill is $416.80 and the Sewer Appeal Panel agrees 
that the sewer bill should be credited for an estimated 20,000 gallons overcharge due to the leak, 
resulting in a sewer credit of $220.00; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sewer Appeal Panel of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize this credit, approved 
by the Sewer Appeal Panel for the resident of Block 35, Lot 1 in the amount of $220.00. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Sewer Appeal Panel will forward this resolution to 
Township Council for further consideration at the November 6, 2024 Council meeting.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong have 
considered the facts and authorize the credit of $220.00.  

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, November 6, 2024. 
 
 
        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-147 – Authorize Transfer of Appropriations of the 2024 Municipal Budget 
during the Last Two Months of the Year in the amount of $98,000.00. 
 

R 24-147 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS OF 
THE 2024 LOPATCONG TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUDGET DURING THE LAST TWO 

MONTHS OF THE YEAR AS PER N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58 
 

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to expend an amount in excess of the respective items 
appropriated in the 2024 Lopatcong Township Municipal Operating Budget. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as per N.J.S.A. 4-58 that the Mayor and Council of the 
Township of Lopatcong authorize the Chief Financial Officer to make the following appropriation 
transfers: 
 
CURRENT FUND:  
FROM:      TO: 
Mun Ct  S&W $  2,500.00 Prosecutor OE $   12,000.00 

Engineer  OE $ 10,000.00 Finance S&W $    15,000.00 

Parks & Playgrd OE $ 11,500.00 Mun Clerk S& W $   36,000.00 

Tax Assessor OE $  10,000.00 Mayor & Council 
S&W 

$   6,000.00    

 Mayor & Council OE $  20,000.00 Employee-Payment in 
Lieu of OE 

$    3,000.00 

 

Park & Playgrd S&W $  6,000.00 Bldg Sub-Code OE $    6,000.00  

Legal OE $ 20,000.00 Electricity OE $ 15,000.00 

  

Rev Adm S&W $ 18,000.00 Social Security OE $    3,000.00 

  Uniform Fire S&W $    2,000.00 

    

    

    

      

    

    

    

    

    

Total $98,000.00 Total $ 98,000.00 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk for the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution  
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, November 6, 2024.   

                                               Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 

Resolution No. 24-148 – Cancel partial taxes on 1301 Belvidere Road. 

R 24-148 
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RESOLUTION TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF 
WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE 

CANCELLATION OF UNCOLLECTABLE PROPERTY TAXES 
DUE TO EXEMPT STATUS 

 
WHEREAS, The property located at Block 30 Lot 1, commonly known as 1301 Belvidere 

Road has been acquired by the Township of Lopatcong; and 
 
WHEREAS as municipally owned property, 1301 Belvidere Road is exempt from  

property taxes as follows; and 
 
2023 - $16,209.58 ($14,169.29 Principal +$2,040.39 Interest) 
2024 - $14,236.13 ($13,336.96 Principal +$899.17 Interest) 
2025 - $6,668.48 Principal 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Council wishes to cancel the outstanding taxes due and owing 

on the property, to the extent such taxes are due and owing to the Township. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township 

of Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that the Township Tax collect is authorized 
to cancel the outstanding taxes due and owing to the Township on Block 30 Lot 1, commonly 
known as 1301 Belvidere Road. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all employees of the Township of Lopatcong are 

hereby authorized to take all reasonable and necessary steps to effectuate this resolution  
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday November 6, 2024 
 
 
       Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-149 – Authorize Capital Purchase of a Tiny Mobil Robot for sports field lining 
in the amount of $32,000.00. 
 

R 24-149 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE CAPITAL PURCHASE OF A TINY MOBIL 

ROBOT FOR SPORTS FIELD LINING IN THE AMOUNT OF $32,000.00 
 

WHEREAS, the Dept. of Public Works received quotes for the purchase of a Tiny Mobil Robot 
for field lining; and 
 
WHEREAS, this machine will provide a more efficient, cost-effective operation for lining fields; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, Tiny Mobil Robots US LLC of Kennesaw, GA provided the lowest responsible cost 
of $32,000.00. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey authorize the purchase of the Tiny Mobil 
Robot in the amount of $32,000.00. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday November 6, 2024. 
 
       Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
Resolution No. 24-150 – Authorize compensation to John Caleca, Prosecutor from June through 
October 2024. 
 

R 24-150 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING COMPENSATION TO JOHN CALECA, COURT 

PROSECUTOR FROM JUNE THROUGH OCTOBER 2024 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong Court began a shared service with Pohatcong Court in 
June of 2024; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Shared Service Agreement did not provide compensation for the Prosecutor for 
the last six months of the year 2024; and 
 
WHEREAS, going forward, in the Agreement, this salary will be included and provided through 
Pohatcong Township. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVLED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey authorize the compensation of $8,398.00 
for Prosecutor John Caleca for services rendered from June through October 2024. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday November 6, 2024. 
 
       Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-154 – Authorize release of Escrow Monies and two-year Maintenance 
Guarantee held on Strykers Road Associates, LLC located at 39-41 Strykers Road. 
 

R 24-154 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF MAINTENANCE GUARANTEE 
AND INSPECTION ESCROW ON STRYKERS ROAD ASSOCIATES, LLC, BLOCK 100, 

LOTS 6.06, 6.07 AND 7 
 

WHEREAS, Strykers Road Associates, LLC requested the release of their Escrow Monies and the 
release of the two-year Maintenance Guarantee held on Block 100, Lots 6.06, 6.07 and 7; and 
 



14 
 

WHEREAS, Township Engineer Adam Wisniewski provided a Technical Report dated 11/6/2024 
wherein details of the release are authorized. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, 
County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the return of Escrow and the 
Release of the two-year Maintenance Guarantee to Strykers Road Associates, LLC. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday November 6, 2024. 
 
       Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-151 – Accept the Grant award of $50,000 for the MS4 Map Preparation from 
the New Jersey Highlands Council. 
 

R 24-151 
 

Resolution of Grant Acceptance 
New Jersey Highlands Council 

MS4 Map Preparation 
Township of Lopatcong, Warren County, NJ 

 

WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong (“Township”) is responsible for complying with a 
Municipal Storm Water Regulatory Permit relative to its Township-wide stormwater system; and 

WHEREAS, the Township permit contains a number of requirements that must be addressed to 
stay in compliance with said permit; and 

WHEREAS, one of the permit requirements involves the preparation of an MS4 map of the 
Township’s stormwater system; and 

WHEREAS, the cost of preparing the MS4 map is $93,500.00 based upon a July 18, 2024 
proposal from the Township Engineer; and 

WHEREAS, the Township has been seeking funds to prepare the required MS4 map; and  

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council (“Highlands 
Council”) has established a grant program for conforming municipalities to obtain monies to 
help prepare the required MS4 map; and 

WHEREAS, the Township is a conforming municipality; and 

WHEREAS, the Township submitted a request through the Township Engineer to obtain grant 
monies from the Highlands Council; and 

WHEREAS, the Township received notice from Kelley Curran of the Highlands Council on 
October 17, 2024 indicating that the Township’s funding request would be included on  the 
agenda of the October 17, 2024 Highlands Council meeting for approval of a $50,000 grant; and 

WHEREAS, the Township is appreciative of the assistance of the Highlands Council in helping 
it comply with its municipal stormwater regulatory permit and accepts the $50,000 grant award; 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong that it accepts the $50,000 grant awarded by the New Jersey Highlands Council to 
allow for the preparation of an MS4 map for the Township; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of the signed resolution  shall be forwarded to the 
Executive Director of the New Jersey Highlands Council following adoption by the Township 
Council. 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday November 6, 2024. 
 
       Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-152 – Appointing EB Employee Solutions, LLC DBA as the Difference Card 
to provide HRA Services for the Township of Lopatcong. 
 

R 24-152 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPOINTING EB EMPLOYEE SOLUTIONS, LLC  

DBA AS THE DIFFERENCE CARD TO PROVIDE HRA SERVICES FOR THE TOWNSHIP 
OF LOPATCONG 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong (hereinafter the “Township” as appropriate) is a 
municipality of the County of Warren and is subject to certain requirements of the Local Public 
Contracts Law; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township resolve to award a professional service agreement in accordance with 
a fair an open process pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et, seq. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
The EB Employee Solutions, LLC, dba as The Difference Card (hereinafter the VENDOR) with a 
business address of 200 Business Park Drive, Suite 311, Armonk, NY 10504 is appointed to 
provide HRA Services for the period of January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: All associated fees due to the VENDOR will be paid by 
the Township  directly to VENDOR. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: the Mayor and Administrator are hereby authorized to 
execute contracts between the Township and the VENDOR set forth in this resolution with terms 
and conditions as required by the Township. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT:  the VENDOR shall execute said contract prepared by the 
Township and supply any surety bond along with errors and omissions coverage if required by law 
or necessary in the sole discretion of the COUNCIL. 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
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I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, November 6, 2024. 
 
 
         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-153 – Safe and Secure Communities Grant Program for 2025. 
 

R 24-153 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY  

SAFE AND SECURE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM 

2025-2115 

RESOLUTION OF PARTICIPATION  

A RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTICIPATION WITH THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
FEDERAL GRANT PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND 
PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong wishes to apply for funding of approximately $22,575.00 
with a match of $200,819.40 for an approximate project total cost of $223,394.40 for a project 
under the State of New Jersey and Secure Communities Grant Program, 25-2115 (Period 1/9/2025-
1/8/2026); and 

WHEREAS, the project is a joint effort between the Department of Law and Public Safety and the 
Township of Lopatcong Police Department for the purpose described in the application. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township of Lopatcong, Mayor and Council that 

1.  As a matter of public policy, the Township of Lopatcong wishes to participate to the fullest 
extent possible with the New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety, Office of 
Attorney General. 

2. The Attorney General will receive funds on behalf of the applicant. 
3. The New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety, Office of Attorney General shall 

initiate allocations to each applicant as authorized. 
4. The Township of Lopatcong, Non-Profit Organization, is authorized to accept and/or does 

accept the Subaward. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, November 6, 2024. 

 

        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Delaware Park Engine Co. No. 1- Appoint Colini R. Lazorchak to Lopatcong Fire Co., No. 1 as 
recommended by Fire Chief LaFord.  

Top Line Construction Corporation – Approve Partial Payment No. 1 to Top Line Construction 
Corporation in the amount of $342,297.81 for work completed on the Transportation Alternatives 
Program Project. 

Council Reports: 
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Councilman McQuade – Congratulated Lou and Scott on their successful campaigns and let the 
audience members know that the canvassing done encountered a lot of our residents and the 
overarching theme was their inquiry about the park; most people were very enthusiastic about that 
and questions always were “when is that park going to open”. He was very encouraged by that. 

Councilman Belcaro – Thanked the public for their support. Congratulated Rich and Scott.  Noted 
they work well together as a team making the best decisions for the Township tax payers.   

Councilman Marinelli – Congratulated Rich and Lou and thanked the people that helped along the 
way; family members and volunteers. 

Council President Palitto – Congratulated Rich, Lou and Scott. The LAA has a new president and 
secretary and they would like to meet with the Council to discuss plans for the park project. 

Mayor Wright – Congratulated Lou, Rich and Scott; a well-run election.  Happy to hear that the 
resident approve of the work in the direction the town is moving.  Mayor Wright asked Attorney 
Baldwin about the decision on the piece of land behind the mall by the Highlands Council and 
what it means for the Township.  

Attorney Baldwin – Two weeks ago the Highlands Council met on the application to build a 
warehouse behind the Phillipsburg Mall and they denied it leaving now path forward at this time. 
The applicant does have 45 days to appeal the decision. 

Engineer Wisniewski – Two week ago a meeting was held on the park project with various 
professionals including Mayro Wright and Clerk Dilts; specifically, the pool and comments are 
being incorporated into the plans.  The demolition of the pool is moving forward; first checking 
the facility for asbestos and any other concern before the bid documents are drawn up but this is 
on scheduled.  The project to construct the pickleball courts was awarded but the placement will 
be changed to allow for two-way traffic on George Street and this project will now be constructed 
in the spring.   

Chief of Police Garcia – Provide his Traffic Report for the month of October.  There were 225 
motor vehicle stops and 46% were issued a summons and 45% of those were overweight vehicles 
on the Township roadways. Partnered with Warren County and Norwescap for a food drive and 
noted a flyer is available for anyone interested in participating.   

DPW Superintendent Brian Weeks – Leaf season is underway and the public can bring their leaves 
to the yard seven days per week.  Reported that work has been being done on the EMS Building 
to take care of some immediate repairs.   

Fire Chief LaFord – Month of October had 22 incidents and for the year 189 calls.  Term as Chief 
is almost complete; 5 years and it has been a pleasure and thanked the Council for their support to 
the fire department.  

Department Reports – Motion to approve by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Council 
President Palitto to approve.  All in favor. 

Payment of Bills – Council President Palitto made a motion to approve payment of bills, seconded 
by Councilman Marinelli – Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright.  
NAYS:  None 
 
Audience Participation: 
 
Harvey Walters – S. Third Street – Requested Council to use the microphones so we can hear a 
little better. 
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Pam Thomas – Wordsworth Lane – Not speaking for the school board, had two questions.  First 
reading on the trees – is there a cost for the permit.  Clerk Dilts noted $25.  Noted that the 
newspaper were legal notices are placed will end their publication in newspaper print beginning 
in February and asked what the Township will be doing. 
 
James Mengucci – Congratulated Lou, Rich and Scott.  Mentioned that a message board would be 
a great asset to place at the EMS Building and could supply information on that if Council is 
interested.   
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman McQuade.  All 
in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Margaret B. Dilts, MMC      William D. Wright 
Clerk/Administrator       Mayor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
          
 
 

 
 


