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TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
Meeting Minutes 

6:30 PM Executive Session/7:30 pm Regular Session 

          October 2, 2024 

The Regular Meeting of the Lopatcong Township Council was called to order by Mayor Wright.  
The meeting was held in the Municipal Building located at 232 S. Third St., Phillipsburg, New 
Jersey 

A Prayer was offered and a moment of silence.  Followed by the Oath of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Wright stated “adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time and 
place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by advertising a 
Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express-Times Warren County Zone and by posting a copy 
on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building.” 
 
Present:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright.  Also, present were Attorney Lavery and Engineer Wisniewski. 

Motion to return to Regular Session by Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman 
Marinelli.  All in favor. 

Attorney Lavery summarized Executive Session Items Nos. 1, 2 and 10; Personnel matter – 
Zoning Officer; Personnel matter – Fire Subcode Officer; Contractual – Hillcrest Raquet Club.  
No action was taken. 
 
Public Comment: Agenda Items Only  
 
Bob Bruce – 11 Harwich Road – Hoping maybe they could go over Consent Agenda Item 
Number 4 as far as explanation of what that means.  
 
Old Business: 
 
Minutes – Approve Executive and Regular Sessions for September 3, 2024 on motion by 
Council President Palitto, seconded by Councilman Marinelli.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
ABSTAIN: Councilman Belcaro 
 
Ordinance No. 24-21 – Second reading and public hearing of Bond Ordinance providing an 
Appropriation of $1,100,000 for Improvements to Fox Farm Road in and by the Township of 
Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, New Jersey and Authorizing the Issuance of $1,045,000 
Bonds or Notes for Financing Part of the Appropriation. 
Motion to hold a public hearing by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman McQuade. 
All in favor. 
Comments from the public: None 
Mayor Wright asked for a motion to close the public hearing by Council President Palitto, 
seconded by Councilman Marinelli– All in favor. 
 

ORDINANCE 24-21 

 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION 
OF $1,100,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO FOX FARM 
ROAD IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, IN 
THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY AND 
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AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,045,000 BONDS OR 
NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF 
THE APPROPRIATION. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
LOPATCONG, IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all 
members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1:  

The improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance (the “Improvement”) is 
hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, New 
Jersey (the “Township”) as a general improvement.  For the said Improvement there is hereby 
appropriated the amount of $1,100,000.  Such sum includes the sum $55,000 as the down payment 
(the “Down Payment”) required by the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, constituting 
Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended and supplemented (the “Local 
Bond Law”).  The Down Payment is now available by virtue of provision in one or more previously 
adopted budgets for down payments or capital improvement purposes. 

SECTION 2:  

In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvement not covered by application of 
the Down Payment, negotiable bonds of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued in the 
principal amount of $1,045,000 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bonds”).  
In anticipation of the issuance of the Bonds and to temporarily finance said Improvement or 
purposes, negotiable bond anticipation notes of the Township are hereby authorized to be issued 
in the principal amount not exceeding $1,045,000 pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond 
Law (the “Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”). 

SECTION 3:  

(a) The Improvements hereby authorized and the purposes for the financing of which 
said obligations are to be issued is for improvements to Fox Farm Road, including traffic stripping, 
curbing, milling and paving, drainage improvements and curb ramp construction, and including 
all work and materials necessary therefor and incidental thereto, all as shown on and in accordance 
with the plans and specifications therefor on file in the Office of the Clerk and hereby approved. 

(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the purpose of 
financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $1,045,000. 

(c) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $1,100,000 which amount represents the 
initial appropriation made by the Township.   

SECTION 4:  

All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be 
determined by the municipal finance officer of the Township (the “Chief Financial Officer”); 
provided that no Note shall mature later than one year from its date.  The Notes shall bear interest 
at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the Chief Financial Officer.  The 
Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection with Notes issued pursuant to 
this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief Financial Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive 
evidence as to all such determinations.  All Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to 
time subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond Law.  The Chief Financial Officer 
is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at public or private sale and 
to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus 
accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is 
directed to report in writing to the Township Council of the Township at the meeting next 
succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made.  
Such report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule 
of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 
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SECTION 5:  

The capital budget of the Township is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of 
this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form promulgated 
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program 
as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department of Community 
Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the Township Clerk and is available for public 
inspection. 

SECTION 6:  

The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 

(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a current 
expense, and is a capital improvement or property that the Township may lawfully make or acquire 
as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on 
property specially benefited thereby. 

(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the Local 
Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations authorized for such 
purpose, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the Bonds authorized 
by this Bond Ordinance, is 20 years. 

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly 
prepared and filed in the office of the Township Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof 
has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local Government Services, Department 
of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the 
Township, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is increased by the authorization of the Bonds and 
Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance by $1,045,000 and the obligations authorized herein will 
be within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $300,000 for items of expense listed in and 
permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated cost of the 
Improvements, as indicated herein. 

SECTION 7:  

Any funds or grant monies received for the purpose described in Section 3 of this 
Ordinance shall be used for financing said Improvement by application thereof either to direct 
payment of the cost of said Improvement or to the payment or reduction of the authorization of the 
obligations of the Township authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance.  Any such funds received 
may, and all such funds so received which are not required for direct payment of the cost of said 
Improvement shall, be held and applied by the Township as funds applicable only to the payment 
of obligations of the Township authorized by this Bond Ordinance. 

SECTION 8:  

The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of 
the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance.  The obligations 
shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Township, and the Township shall be obligated to levy 
ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Township for the payment of the 
obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

SECTION 9: 

The Chief Financial Officer of the Township is hereby authorized to prepare and to update 
from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in connection with 
the sale of obligations of the Township and to execute such disclosure document on behalf of the 
Township.  The Chief Financial Officer is further authorized to enter into the appropriate 
undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Township pursuant to Rule 
15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Rule”) for the benefit of holders and 
beneficial owners of obligations of the Township and to amend such undertaking from time to time 
in connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is and 
continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the 
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requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Township fails to comply with its undertaking, the 
Township shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific 
performance of the undertaking. 

SECTION 10:  

This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation 
Section 1.150-2.  The Township reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the 
Improvement prior to the date that Township incurs debt obligations under this Bond Ordinance.  
The Township reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be 
incurred by the Township under this Bond Ordinance.  The maximum principal amount of debt 
expected to be issued for payment of the cost of the Improvement is $1,045,000. 

SECTION 11:  

This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final 
adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 

 

TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 

WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

BOND ORDINANCE STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES 

 

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally 
adopted by the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, State of New Jersey on October 
2, 2024 and the 20-day period of limitation within which a suit, action or proceeding questioning 
the validity of such ordinance can be commenced, as provided in the Local Bond Law, has begun 
to run from the date of the first publication of this statement.  Copies of the full ordinance are 
available at no cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for members of the 
general public who request the same.  The summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows: 

Title: Bond Ordinance Providing An Appropriation Of $1,100,000 For Improvements To Fox Farm Road 
In And By The Township Of Lopatcong, In The County Of Warren, New Jersey And Authorizing 
The Issuance Of $1,045,000 Bonds Or Notes Of The Township For Financing Part Of The 
Appropriation 

Purpose(s): For improvements to Fox Farm Road, including traffic stripping, curbing, milling and paving, 
drainage improvements and curb ramp construction, and including all work and materials necessary 
therefor and incidental thereto. 

Appropriation:  $1,100,000 

Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $1,045,000 

Grants (if any) Appropriated:  N/A 

Section 20 Costs:  $300,000 

Useful Life:  20 Years 

 

         M. Beth Dilts, Clerk 

 
Motion to adopt this Ordinance on second reading by Council President Palitto, seconded by 
Councilman McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
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AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS: None 
 
New Business: 

Ordinance No. 24-22 – First reading authorizing the Hire of an Entry Level Police Officer 
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 11A:4-1.3.   
 

ORDINANCE 24-22 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 
AUTHORIZING THE HIRE OF AN ENTRY LEVEL POLICE OFFICER PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 

11A:4-1.3 

WHEREAS, The Township Council of the Township of Lopatcong wishes to permit the Chief of Police 
the authority to hire an entry-level law enforcement officer exempt from the requirement to take an entry 
level law enforcement officer examination pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 11A:4-1.3; and 

WHEREAS, The Township of Lopatcong has implemented a conflict of interest and nepotism policy 
pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 11A:4-1.3; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Counsil deems it in the Township’s best interest to permit said hiring of a entry 
level law enforcement officer. 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New 
Jersey the Chief of Police is authorized to hire an entry level law enforcement officer that is exempt from 
the requirement to take an examination for an entry level law enforcement officer pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
11A:4-1.3. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey that all employees are authorized to take all reasonable steps necessary to effectuate 
the terms of this ordinance.  

NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced to pass on first reading at a 

regular meeting of the Council of the Township of Lopatcong held on October 2, 2024, and ordered 

published in accordance with the law. Said Ordinance will be considered for final reading and adoption at 

a regular meeting of the Township Council to be held on November 6 at 7 p.m. or as soon thereafter as 

the Township Council may hear this Ordinance at the Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, 

Phillipsburg, New Jersey, at which time all persons interested may appear for or against the passage of 

said Ordinance. 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

  

Motion to adopt this Ordinance on first reading by Councilman Marinelli, seconded by Council 
President Palitto.  Roll call vote: 
AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS: None 
 
Ordinance No. 24-23 – First reading to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 27, “Fire 
Department,” Article II, “Election of Officers,” of the Code of the Township of Lopatcong to 
change Sections 5, “Selection of Nominees and Election of Officers,” of the Code to Change 
Section 27-5 (d) that Department Line Officers Reside within a Three (3) Mile Radius of the Fire 
Station within the State of New Jersey.   
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ORDINANCE NO. 24-23 

 
 

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 27, “FIRE 

DEPARTMENT,” ARTICLE II, “ELECTION OF OFFICERS,” OF THE CODE OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG TO CHANGE SECTIONS  5, “SELECTION OF NOMINEES 

AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren, State of New 
Jersey, has determined that Chapter 27, “Fire Department,” Article II, “Election of Officers,” of 
the Code of the Township of Lopatcong shall be amended, revised and supplemented to revise 
Section 5. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Township of Lopatcong, 

County of Warren, State of New Jersey that Chapter 27, “Fire Department,” Article II, “Election 
of Officers,” of the Code of the Township of Lopatcong shall be amended, revised and 
supplemented as follows: 

 
 
Section 1: 
 
§Section 27-5 (d) shall be removed in its entirety  

  
Section 2: 
 
Severability.  The various parts, sections and clauses of this Ordinance are hereby 
declared to be severable.  If any part, sentence, paragraph, section or clause is adjudged 
unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder off this 
Ordinance shall not be affected thereby. 
 

 Section 3: 
 
Repealer.  Any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this 
Ordinance are hereby repealed as to their inconsistencies only. 
 
Section 4: 
Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication as 
provided by law. 
 
 

NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced to pass on first 

reading at a regular meeting of the Council of the Township of Lopatcong held on October 2, 

2024 and ordered published in accordance with the law. Said Ordinance will be considered for 

final reading and adoption at a regular meeting of the Township Council to be held on November 

6, 2024 at 7 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the Township Council may hear this Ordinance at the 

Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, at which time all persons 

interested may appear for or against the passage of said Ordinance. 

 
Margaret B. Dilts, MMC  

 
 
Motion to adopt this Ordinance on first reading by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by 
Councilman McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
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AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS: None 
 
Hometown Hero Banner – Lori Ciesla – Commissioner – Spoke about the Hometown Hero 
Banners and how the families would purchase the banners and the Township would hang them 
within the municipal park. The Township would contract with a vendor to produce the banners. 

 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Motion to adopt this Consent Agenda by Councilman Marinelli, seconded by Council President 
Palitto.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
Palitto, Mayor Wright. 
NAYS:  None 
 
Resolution No. 24-132 – Consent Agenda 1 through 11. 
 

R 24-132 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING CONSENT AGENDA FOR COUNCIL’S 

CONSIDERATION 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby approve and authorize a Consent Agenda to move routine items of 
business requiring no discussion; and 

WHEREAS, there are listed Items one through eleven on the Consent Agenda. 

1. Resolution to award quote to Yeager’s Floor Covering for replacement of carpet in the 
Municipal Building at a cost of $42,000.00. 

2. Resolution to memorialize the hire of Steven Fulse as Police Officer. 
3. Resolution – Authorize fireworks at the Phillipsburg High School. 
4. Resolution to reappoint Jeffrey Winitsky as Special Redevelopment Counsel for a PILOT 

for Block 102, Lots 9.01 and 9.03 and execute contract. 
5. Resolution authorizing the Cancellation of Certain Fund Appropriations No Longer 

Necessary – Note Interest $304.55 and Bond Interest $1,075.00. 
6. Authorize Phillipsburg High School permission to use the Lopatcong Park parking lot for 

two Cross Country Events – October 15th and 24th. 
7. Resolution to award contract to K&A Paving Contractors to install Pickleball Courts at 

the Lopatcong Park in the amount of $259,635.00. 
8. Resolution to authorize Escheating the Premium from TSC 2020.007 to the Township on 

Block 15, Lot 9 in the amount of $8,100.00.  
9. Resolution to authorize Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2020-006 on Block 14, 

Lot 7 in the amount of $15,389.07, Premium $700.00. 
10. Resolution to Issue a Refund for a Sewer Overpayment for Block 15, Lot 9 in the amount 

of $34.10.  
11. Resolution authorizing Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2022-021 on Block 99, 

Lot 33 Qualification C0226 in the amount of $1,124.62, Premium $2,200.00. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, October 2, 2024. 
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         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-133 – To Award quote to Yeager’s Floor Covering for replacement of carpet 
in the Municipal Building at cost of $42,000.00. 
 

R 24-133 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AWARDING A CONTRACT TO YEAGERS FLOOR COVERING 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $42,000.00 TO REPLACE CARPET IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey wish to replace the carpet in the Municipal Building; and 

WHEREAS, the lowest quote for the replacement of the carpet was submitted by Yeagers Flooring 
Company located at 1787 Belvidere Road, Phillipsburg, New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the quote submitted was in the amount of $42,000.00. This quote was the most 
advantageous and best price submitted; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., when the cost of goods 
and services fall between $17,500 and the bid threshold of $44,000 in the aggregate, a Window 
Contract is awarded.   

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at the Reorganization Meeting held on Wednesday, October 2, 2024. 

          

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 24-134 – Memorialize the hire of Steven Fulse as Police Officer. 
 

R 24-134 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY MEMORIALIZING HIRE OF STEVEN FULSE FULL-TIME AS 

POLICE OFFICER IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT SEPTEMBER 1, 2024 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey hereby authorized the hire of  Steven Fulse as a full-time Police Officer in the Police 
Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, Steven Fulse shall be paid a rate in accordance with the Salary Ordinance and PBA 
Contract; and 
 
WHEREAS, Steven Fulse shall receive benefits as established for a full-time employee. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey hereby approve the hire of Steven Fulse on 
September 1, 2024 as  Police Officer in the Police Department and shall be paid a rate as 
established in the Salary Ordinance and PBA Contract and received all benefits established for a 
full-time employee. 
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CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, October 2, 2024. 
 
 
         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-135 – Authorizing fireworks at the Phillipsburg High School. 
 

R 24-135 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY IN SUPPORT OF A FIREWORKS CELEBRATION LOCATED 

AT PHILLIPSBURG HIGH SCHOOL 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey received a request from the Phillipsburg School District to support a fireworks 
celebration to be held on Wednesday, November 27, 2024; and 
 
WHEREAS, this celebration will take place at Phillipsburg High School located at 1 Stateliner 
Boulevard; and 
 
WHEREAS, Celebration Fireworks must obtain a permit as required by the Lopatcong Fire 
Subcode Official. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RSOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby approve the fireworks 
celebration upon obtaining permits from the Lopatcong Township Fire Subcode Official. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
  

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted 
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, October 2, 2024. 
 
                                                                                        Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-136 – To reappoint Jeffrey Winitsky as Special Redevelopment Counsel for a 
PILOT for Block 102, Lot 9.01 and 9.03 and execute contract. 

R-24-136 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY TO REAPPOINT JEFFREY WINITSKY AS SPECIAL 

REDEVELOPEMENT COUNSEL FOR A PILOT FOR BLOCK 102, LOT 9.01 AND 9.03 
AND EXECUTE CONTRACT 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution 21-127, the Lopatcong Township Council declared Block 102, 

Lots 9.01 and 9.03 within the Township to be areas in need of redevelopment, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

40A:12A-1, et seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Council have designated the Township of Lopatcong to be the 

redevelopment entity; and 
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WHEREAS, the Township Council has a need to acquire services for redevelopment special 

counsel in order to assist in the redevelopment process; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(a)(i) of the Local Public Contract Law provides that such 

professional service agreements are exempt from the requirements of the Local Public Contract Law; and 

WHEREAS, Jeffrey D. Winitsky, of the law firm of Parkey McCay, P.A.,  has submitted a proposal 

indicating that he will provide services as redevelopment counsel to the Township at the rates set forth in 

the Redevelopment Agreement annexed hereto and made a part hereof; and 

WHEREAS, Jeffrey D. Winitsky, of the law firm of Parkey McCay, P.A., has completed and 

submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Parkey McCay, P.A., has not made 

any contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Township in the previous one year, and this 

Resolution prohibits the law firm of Parkey McCay, P.A. from making any contributions through the term 

of the contract; and 

WHEREAS, the Township CFO has certified there are funds available to retain Jeffrey D. 

Winitsky, of the law firm of Parkey McCay, P.A. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Jeffrey D. Winitsky of the law firm of Parkey 

McCay, P.A., is retained as redevelopment counsel for the redevelopment area that contains Block 102, 

Lots 9.01 and 9.03 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Township Clerk be and are hereby authorized 

to enter into a contract on behalf of the Township that has been reviewed and approved by Township 

Counsel. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, in the County of Warren, 

State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 

adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, October 2, 2024. 

 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

 

Resolution No. 24-137 – Authorizing the Cancellation of Certain Fund Appropriations No 
Longer Necessary – Note Interest $304.55 and Bond Interest $1,075.00. 

R-24-137 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF CERTAIN FUND 

APPROPRIATIONS NO LONGER NECESSARY – NOTE INTEREST $304.55 AND BOND 
INTEREST $1,075.00 

 
WHEREAS, certain Current Fund appropriations have funding that are no longer necessary; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey that the following unexpended balances 
hereby be cancelled: 
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 Note Interest Amount $304.55 Cancel To: Current Fund Balance 
 
 Bond Interest Amount $ 1,075.00 Cancel To: Current Fund Balance 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, October 2, 2024. 
 
         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 

Resolution No. 24-138 -  To Award Contract to K&A Paving Contractors to install Pickleball 
Courts at the Lopatcong Park in the amount of $259,635.00. 

R-24-138 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AWARD CONTRACT TO K&A PAVING CONTRACTORS 

TO INSTALL PICKLEBALL COURTS AT THE LOPATCONG PARK IN AMOUNT OF 
$259,635.00 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of Lopatcong received and opened bids on September 12, 2024 for 
the Pickleball Court Improvement Project; and  
 
WHEREAS, the low bid for the base bid for the project was submitted by K&A Paving 
Contractors, LLC (“K&A”) of Belvidere, New Jersey; and 
 
WHEREAS, the low bidder has been found to be qualified and the bid was found to be in 
compliance with the contract documents and technical specifications. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, at its meeting of October 2, 2024, that a contract be awarded to 
K&A for the base bid in the amount of $259,635.00 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, October 2, 2024. 
 
         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
Resolution No. 24-139 – To Authorize Escheating the Premium from TSC 2020-007 to the 
Township on Block 15, Lot 9 in the amount of $8,100.00. 

R-24-139 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AUTHORIZE ESCHEATING THE PREMIUM FROM TSC 
2020-007 TO THE TOWNSHIP ON BLOCK 15 LOT 9 IN THE AMOUNT OF $8,100.00 
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WHEREAS, the Final Judgment from The Superior Court of New Jersey Chancery Division 
Warren County, dated August 30. 2024 with Docket No. F-2400-23 stated that the complaint 
which was filed to foreclose by PROCAP 8 FBO FIRSTRUST had been granted; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the owner of Block 15 Lot 9 is now PC8REO, LLC; and 
 
WHEREAS, Tax Sale Certificate 2020-007, upon its origination had a premium in the amount of 
$8,100.00; and 
 
WHEREAS, upon foreclosure of the Tax Certificate the premium will escheat back to the 
Township; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey allows the Chief Financial Officer to 
move the $8,100.00 premium to Miscellaneous Revenue Not Anticipated. 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, October 2, 2024 
 

Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 

Resolution No. 24-140 – To Authorize Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2020-006 on 
Block 14, Lot 7 in the amount of $15,389.07, Premium $700.00. 

 
R-24-140 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AUTHORIZE REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE 
NO. 2020-006 ON BLOCK 14, LOT 7 IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,389.07, PREMIUM $700.00 

 

WHEREAS, at the Lopatcong Township Municipal Tax Sale held on December 29, 2020 a lien 
was sold on Block 14 Lot 7 also known as 34 North Prospect Street for delinquent sewer; and 

WHEREAS, this lien known as Tax Sale Certificate No. 2020-006 was sold to US BANK 
CUST/PRO CAP 8/PRO CAP; and 

WHEREAS, on September 11, 2024 the Certificate No. 2020-006 has been satisfied in the 
amount of $15,389.07, premium $700.00. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 2nd day of October, 2024 that the Chief 
Financial Officer is authorized to issue a check in the amount of $15,389.07, premium $700.00 
for the redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2020-006 to:  

 

PRO CAP 8 FBO FIRSTRUST BANK 
PO BOX 774 

FORT WASHINGTON, PA  19034-0774 
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CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, October 2, 2024. 

 

         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Resolution No. 24-141 – To Issue a Refund for a Sewer Overpayment for Block 85.02, Lot 46 in 
the amount of $34.10. 

R-24-141 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR A SEWER OVERPAYMENT FOR 

BLOCK 85.02, LOT 46 IN THE AMOUNT OF $34.10 

WHEREAS, it has been found that on August 19, 2024, the resident’s Closing Agent paid 
$145.00 on their behalf for Sewer Charges; and 

WHEREAS, we charged the resident’s account for 3rd Quarter Sewer in the amount of $65.90 
and then again for Final Sewer in the amount of $45.00 which was good through the closing date 
of August 16, 2024. 

WHEREAS, after these charges were issued it forced an overpayment on the account in the 
amount of $34.10. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey do hereby authorize the Chief Financial 
Officer to issue a refund, at the request of the resident, in the amount of $34.10 to: Carol Albert, 
1001A Thornbury Lane, Manchester, NJ  08759. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, October 2, 2024. 

         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

 

Resolution No. 24-142 – To Authorize Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2022-021 on 
Block 99, Lot 33 Qualification C0226 in the amount of $1,124.62, Premium $2,200.00 

R-24-142 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AUTHORIZE REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE 

NO. 2022-021 ON BLOCK 99, LOT 33 IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,124.62, PREMIUM 
$2,200.00 

WHEREAS, at the Lopatcong Township Municipal Tax Sale held on December 15, 2022 a lien 
was sold on Block 99 Lot 33 Qualification C0226 also known as 226 Bald Eagle Drive for 
delinquent sewer; and 

WHEREAS, the lien known as Tax Sale Certificate No. 2022-021 was sold to BALA 
PROPERTIES, LLC and the assigned to STONEFILED INVESTMENT FUND IV, LLC; and  
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WHEREAS, on September 23, 2024 the Certificate No. 2022-021 has been satisfied in the 
amount of $1,124.62, premium $2,200.00. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 2nd day of October, 2024 that the Chief 
Financial Officer is authorized to issue a check in the amount of $1,124.62, premium $2,200.00 
for the redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2022-021 to: 

STONEFIELD INVESTMENT FUND IV, LLC 
1 PARAGON DRIVE, SUITE #252 

MONTVALE, NJ  07645 
 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and 
State of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, October 2, 2024. 

         Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 

Announcements – Fall Clean Up – October 5 – 7:00 am to 12 noon at the Lopatcong Pool 
Parking Lot and Strykers Road Fire House. 
 
Council Reports: 
 
Councilman McQuade – Read a letter from Brooke Moyle and her fiancé Dave Wilbur about a fire 
that took place at their house on Youngs Road. Thanked the first responders for all their support 
during their ordeal. 
 
Councilman Marinelli – None at this time. 
 
Council President Palitto – Townwide Yard Sale raised $1,020 for the Fire Department going 
towards uniforms and clothing for the firefighters.  Attended a meeting for the process of obtaining 
a grant for Music in the Park.  Reminder that Bulk Clean Up is Saturday, October 5, 2024 and it is 
also Soccer Fest so they would be using the Emergency Squad property for overflow parking.    
 
Mayor Wright –  Acknowledged Konnie Mellert a long-time resident who was present at the 
meeting.  Commented on receiving a text from Governor Murphy today that the Lopatcong School 
Board was awarded 1.2 million dollars for their full-day Pre-K expansion. Also mentioned, what 
a great job the Police Department is doing stopping truck traffic. 
 
Engineer Wisniewski – Contract was awarded for the construction of the Pickleball Courts.  I will 
be working on this in the next couple of weeks with the contractor to get that work started.  
Certainly, it won’t be constructed for this season for play, but we expected work will be performed 
in the winter months so the courts will be ready for the spring.  In terms of Park Plan preparation,  
our office has done some work the last few weeks to begin the process of investigating the sight 
to prepare for demolition of the pool.  The plans are in the works to begin improvements. 
 
Police Chief Garcia – Traffic report for the month of September.  This month we had a total of 244 
motor vehicle stops.  Out of those stops, 49% were issued traffic summons and 24% were tractor 
trailers. 
 
Brian Weeks – DPW Superintendent gave a report on looking into putting a curb on South Fifth 
and Baltimore Streets and asked Engineer Wisniewski to elaborate more on it.  Requested to have 
the residents mulch their leaves as this is a cost savings to the Township. 
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Engineer Wisniewski –  Reported he visited South Fifth Street to look at that area on the western 
curb line of Baltimore Street, specifically, the area of Baltimore Street intersection; 280 to 300 feet 
section towards Route 22.  There are some issues with drainage due to the curb deteriorating over 
the years.  When it rains the water runs into all the bays.  There is potential for reconstructing the 
broken curb that used to be there and constructing a curb that would keep the run off in the road 
in that area.  The property owner will then reconstruct their driveway to keep the water from 
running in the garage.   This would help to alleviate the flooding into his building.   
 
Fire Chief LaFord – Not present to provide a report. 
 
EMS Report – Not present to provide a report. 
 
Department Reports -  Council President Palitto made a motion to approve, seconded by 
Councilman Marinelli.  All in favor. 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
McQuade, Mayor Wright 
NAYS:  None 
 
Payment of Bills – Councilman Belcaro made a motion to approve the bills for payment, seconded 
by Councilman McQuade.  Roll call vote: 
AYES:  Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Marinelli, Councilman McQuade, Council President 
McQuade, Mayor Wright 
NAYS:  None 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Bob Bruce – Harwich Road – I just want to say I appreciate the monthly reports we receive from 
council and all of the department heads.  Specifically, the police report which tracks the tractor 
trailers.   Also letting us know about any legal action that’s going on in the town. 
 
Konnie Mellert – Thanked Council for amending the Rent Leveling Ordinance.  He doesn’t have 
the internet and would like written notice for turning water off. 
 
Mayor Wright – Advised that Attorney Lavery is writing it down and will check on this matter and 
he will get back to him. 
 
John Betz – Read sub sections of Ordinance on Rent leveling mailing notices. Do they really have 
to mail it? 
 
Attorney Lavery – Said, “if it’s in the Ordinance then they have to mail it?” 
 
Lori Ciesla – Thanked Council and the Police Department for all they are doing with the truck 
traffic.  Congratulations to Council President Palitto on a successful Community Day.  November 
12th is going to be Bicentennial Gala.  The County Commissioners will be having their meeting in 
Pohatcong next week. Planning a date to light the Free Bridge in honor of Garry VanVliet. This 
will be coordinated with Council, the members of the Bridge Commission  and Planning Board. 
 
Council President Palitto – Gave acknowledgment that the entire Rec. Committee should be 
thanked for Community Day. 
 
John Kecherson – Jade Lane -  Asked about an update on the paving on Jade Lane.   
 
Adam Wisniewski – Indicated that he hasn’t heard back from the company yet with a schedule.  
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Mayor Wright – Any other comments?  Seeing none, asked for a motion to leave Regular Session 
and go back into Executive Session.  Motion by Council President Palitto, seconded by 
Councilman Marinelli.  All in favor. 
 
Resolution – Executive Session.  
 
 

R 24-143 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND THE 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
WHEREAS, there are presently pending matters to be considered in Executive Session 
concerning possible matters listed: 
 

3. Personnel matter – DPW Superintendent 
4. Contractual – EMS update 
5. Contractual – General Code Project update  
6. Contractual- Hold Harmless Agreement with WCFA 
7. Attorney/Client Privilege – Security Cameras 
8. Attorney/Client Privilege – Vacation of Alleyway Block 77, Lots 8, 9, and 10. 
9. Contractual – Healthcare Benefits 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Township of Lopatcong, 
County of Warren and the State of New Jersey that the Council is authorized to hold an 
Executive Session. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of Lopatcong will make said 
matters public within approximately 30 days of said meeting or until such a time as 
confidentiality of the matters is no longer required. 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution 
adopted by Council Meeting held on Wednesday, October 2, 2024.     

                                                                       
 

      Margaret B. Dilts, MMC 
 
 
Motion to leave Executive Session by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman Marinelli.  
All in favor. 
 
Attorney Lavery summarized Executive Session Items three through nine; Personnel matter – 
DPW Superintendent; Contractual – EMS; Contractual – General Code Project; Contractual – 
Hold Harmless Agreement with WCFA; Attorney/Client Privilege – Security Cameras; 
Attorney/Client Privilege – Vacation of Alleyway; Contractual – Healthcare Benefits. No action 
was taken. 
 
Mayor Wright called for an adjournment of the meeting. Motion by Councilman Belcaro, seconded 
by Councilman Marinelli.  All in favor. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Margaret B. Dilts, MMC      William D. Wright 
Clerk/Administrator       Mayor   
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