
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG 

SHADE TREE COMMISSION 

MEETING 

7:00 pm 

 

         November 7, 2024 

 

The November 7th meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Robyn George. A moment of 
silence was offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance. 

Chairwoman George stated “Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the 
time and place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by 
advertising a Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express – Times and by posting a copy on the 
bulletin board in the Municipal Building”.  

 

Present: Chairwoman Robyn George, Vice-Chair Gregory Blackwood, Member Ben George 

 

Old Business: 

1. Approval of October 3, 2024. 

Motion to approve by:  Vice-Chair Gregory Blackwood Seconded by: Member George  

AYES: All in Favor 

NAYS: None 

Current Business: 

1. Chairwoman George spoke on the phone with Brian Weeks from the DPW.   

Chairwoman George discussed taking Bamboo out of a resident/DPW property line and 
replacing it with other trees.  They discussed the different kinds of trees they could plant there.  
At the end they agreed to go ahead with ordering 4 Okame Cherry Trees and 5 Viburnums 
trees/bushes for privacy.  DPW doesn’t want to plant them so, the Shade Tree Commission is 
going to reach out Plant Detective and Sunshine to get a quote on ordering the trees, planting the 
trees, and insuring the trees for a year.  The CFO provided the Shade Tree Commission with the 
remaining budget for 2024.  They made a formal decision to spend the money on the trees. 

Motion to approve by:  Member George Seconded by: Vice-Chair Gregory Blackwood 

 



New Business: 

1. Powderhorn Project Proposal  

Chairwoman George, Vice-Chair Blackwood, and Member George stated there is a need to take 
down 20 street trees on Powderhorn Drive due to them being in bad shape and snow plowing.  
Even though they have been trimmed.  They researched trees on size, cost, life span, and root 
size.  The trees are in a 6-foot bed from the sidewalk to street.  Ideally, they would rather replant 
the trees there instead of the person’s yard because it would help with run-off etc. Estimated cost 
would be $5,000 - $7,000 for removing and planting.  They believe the project would overall, 
cost $20,000 to clean up Powderhorn Drive.  Chairwoman George said that when they go to 
remove the trees, they will ask the residents if they want the tree replanted in the same place or 
somewhere else.  This is just budgetary estimate on the trees as they will need to reach out to 
multiple companies for estimates.  They discussed reaching out to Stateline, Sunshine, and Tree 
King.  Chairwoman George said she would present this to council at the next meeting. 

 

Public Comment: None 

Motion to adjourn the meeting by: Member George  Seconded by: Chairwoman George 

AYES: All in favor 
NAYS: none 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Terri Bisci 
Secretary 

Adjournment 

 


