TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG
Council Meeting

6:30 PM Executive Session/7:30 pm Regular Session

December 1, 2021

The Regular Meeting of the Lopatcong Township Council was called to order by Mayor
Mengucci. The meeting was held in the Municipal Building located at 232 S. Third St.,
Phillipsburg, New Jersey.

A Prayer was offered followed by the Oath of Allegiance.

Mayor Mengucci stated “adequate notice of this meeting has been provided indicating the time
and place of the meeting in accordance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 by
advertising a Notice in The Star Ledger and The Express-Times and by posting a copy on the
bulletin board in the Municipal Building.”

Present — Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Palitto, Councilman Wright, Council President
Pryor, Mayor Mengucci. Also, present were Attorney Campbell and Engineer Sterbenz.

Motion to come out of Executive Session by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman
Palitto. All in favor. Attorney Campbell noted that an Executive Session was held to discuss
what is on your agenda with an addition - No. 3 regarding a personnel matter.

Proclamation — Retired Chief of Police Scott Marinelli was presented with a Proclamation
honoring his service to the Township. A Proclamation was also presented to Council President
Joe Pryor for his years of service on Council and the Planning Board.

Public Comment — No comments.
Old Business:

Minutes — Approve the Minutes of September 1, 20021 Executive and Regular Sessions.
Motion to approve by Councilman Wright, seconded by Councilman Palitto. Roll call vote:
AYES: Councilman Palitto, Councilman Wright, Council President Pryor, Mayor Mengucci
NAYS: None

ABSTAIN: Councilman Belcaro

Ordinance No. 21-10 — Second reading and public hearing to Establish/Adjust the Salaries,
Retainers and Wage Rates. Motion to open for a public hearing by Councilman Belcaro,
seconded by Councilman Wright. All in favor. No comments from the public. Motion to close
the public hearing by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman Palitto. All in favor.

ORDINANCE NO. 21-10

SECOND NOTICE OF AN ORDINANCE

NOTICE is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, held on Wednesday, December 1, 2021
at the Municipal Building, 232 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, the following
Ordinance was presented and passed on the final reading. The Ordinance was then ordered to be
published according to law by title only.



AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH/ADJUST THE SALARIES, RETAINERS AND WAGE
RATES OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES IN THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF
WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Said Ordinance may be read and inspected at any time at the Office of the Municipal Clerk,
Lopatcong Township Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey Monday
through Friday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm.

Margaret B. Dilts, CMC

Motion to adopt Ordinance 21-10 by Councilman Palitto, seconded by Councilman Wright. Roll
call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Palitto, Councilman Wright, Council President Pryor,
Mayor Mengucci

NAYS: None

Ordinance No. 21-12 — Second reading and public hearing to increase fees for Dog Licenses.
Motion to hold a public hearing by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman Palitto. All in
favor. No comments from the public. Motion to close hearing by Councilman Belcaro,
seconded by Councilman Wright. All in favor.

ORDINANCE NO. 21-12

SECOND NOTICE OF AN ORDINANCE

NOTICE is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, held on Wednesday, December 1, 2021
at the Municipal Building, 232 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, the following
Ordinance was presented and passed on the final reading. The Ordinance was then ordered to be
published according to law by title only.

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF
WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND CHAPTER 101 “DOGS,
CATS AND OTHER ANIMALS,” ARTICLE 1 “LICENSING,
REGISTRATION AND CONTROL,” SECTION 3 “LICENSE AND
REGISTRATION FEES, EXCEPTION,” AND SECTION 14 “VIOLATIONS
AND PENALTIES,” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
LOPATCONG TO REVISE THE FEES FOR DOG LICENSES AND LATE
FEES.

Said Ordinance may be read and inspected at any time at the Office of the Municipal Clerk,
Lopatcong Township Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey Monday
through Friday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm.

Margaret B. Dilts, CMC

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 21-12 by Council President Pryor, seconded by Mayor
Mengucci. Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Palitto, Councilman Wright, Council President Pryor,
Mayor Mengucci

NAYS: None

Ordinance No. 21-13 — Second reading and public hearing to increase fees for Certified Copies
of Vital Records to $15.00 each. Motion to hold a public hearing by Council President Pryor,
seconded by Councilman Wright. All in favor. No comments from the public. Motion to close
hearing by Council President Pryor, seconded by Councilman Wright. All in favor.

ORDINANCE NO. 21-13



SECOND NOTICE OF AN ORDINANCE

NOTICE is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, held on Wednesday, December 1, 2021
at the Municipal Building, 232 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, the following
Ordinance was presented and passed on the final reading. The Ordinance was then ordered to be
published according to law by title only.

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF
WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND CHAPTER 115 “FEES,”
ARTICLE I “COPIES OF PUBLIC RECORDS,” OF THE CODE OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG TO ADD SECTION 7.1 ENTITLED
“CERTIFIED COPIES”.

Said Ordinance may be read and inspected at any time at the Office of the Municipal Clerk,
Lopatcong Township Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey Monday
through Friday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm.

Margaret B. Dilts, CMC

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 21-13 on motion by Councilman Palitto, seconded by Mayor
Mengucci. Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Palitto, Councilman Wright, Council President Pryor,
Mayor Mengucci

NAYS: None

Ordinance No. 21-14 — Second reading and public hearing to Amend Chapter 101 “Dogs, Cats
and Other Animals,” to Create Article VI “Chickens and Other Fowl,” to Regulate Keeping of
Chickens and Other Fowl in the Township. Motion to hold a public hearing on motion by
Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman Wright. All in favor. Attorney Campbell stated
that the Township did not have an ordinance that regulated the keeping of chickens. We have
some complaints, so at this point you can have no more than four chickens on property that’s less
than three acres. There shall be no limit on the number of fowl allowed to be kept on lots that
are three acres or larger provided you comply with all the other provisions. No crowing roosters
on any land less than five acres and no fowl maybe kept in a town home, a condo or garden
apartments or any other planned community that exists with common elements. Then there’s
some other rules about cages, minimum distance from the property line, etc. No comments from
the public. Motion to close the hearing by Councilman Belcaro, seconded by Councilman
Wright. All in favor.

ORDINANCE NO. 21-14

SECOND NOTICE OF AN ORDINANCE

NOTICE is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Township Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey, held on Wednesday, December 1, 2021
at the Municipal Building, 232 South Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, the following
Ordinance was presented and passed on the final reading. The Ordinance was then ordered to be
published according to law by title only.

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF
WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND CHAPTER 101 “DOGS,
CATS AND OTHER ANIMALS,” TO CREATE ARTICLE VI “CHICKENS
AND OTHER FOWL,” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF



LOPATCONG TO REGULATE THE KEEPING OF CHICKENS AND
OTHER FOWL IN THE TOWNSHIP.

Said Ordinance may be read and inspected at any time at the Office of the Municipal Clerk,
Lopatcong Township Municipal Building, 232 S. Third Street, Phillipsburg, New Jersey Monday
through Friday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm.

Margaret B. Dilts, CMC

Motion to adopt Ordinance 21-14 by Council President Pryor, seconded by Councilman Wright.
Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Palitto, Councilman Wright, Council President Pryor,
Mayor Mengucci.

NAYS: None

New Business:

Police Cars — Rotation of cars from Police Dept. to the Construction Office and Fire Police.
Council discussed one car going to the Fire Police to replace a 2004 vehicle currently used and
the other will be auctioned off. Council President Pryor made a motion to approve as stated,
seconded by Councilman Wright. Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Palitto, Councilman Wright, Council President Pryor,
Mayor Mengucci

NAYS: None

Municipal Building Duct Work — Quotes for the cleaning have been received and Brian’s
Professional Cleaning Service will be awarded the job. Motion to authorize by Councilman
Wright, seconded by Councilman Palitto. Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Palitto, Councilman Wright, Council President Pryor,
Mayor Mengucci.

NAYS: None

Consent Agenda:

Motion to adopt the Consent Agenda by Council President Pryor, seconded by Mayor Mengucci.
Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Palitto, Councilman Wright, Council President Pryor,
Mayor Mengucci.

NAYS: None

Resolution No. 21-121 - Authorize Towers List for three years.

R 21-121

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE TOWERS LIST FOR A TERM OF THREE
YEARS - 2022-2024

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey received application from companies meeting the criteria set forth in Chapter 223
of the Code to provide motor vehicle towing and wrecker services; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 223 of the Code of the Township of Lopatcong, approved
applicants shall be authorized to provide services for a period of three years 2022, 2023, 2024; and

WHEREAS, the following companies have been approved and placed on the “Official Towers
List™:

H & K Auto Body Repairs

Superior Towing



Rossnagles’s Service Center

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey that the above-named companies are
approved to provide towing and wrecker services to the Township of Lopatcong for a three-year
period.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 1, 2021.

Margaret B. Dilts, CMC

Garden State Fireworks — Authorize payment of $1,000 to Garden State Fireworks from
Recreation Trust Account.

Raffle License — Approve 21-04 and 2105 for PHS Garnet Boosterettes.

Resolution No. 21 —122 - Authorize Clothing Allowance for certain active members of the Fire
Departments.

R 21-122

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHIG A CLOTHING ALLOWANCE FOR QUALIFIED
ACTIVE MEMBERS FOR THE YEAR 2021

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council created Ordinance No. 2014-14 to establish yearly a clothing
allowance for qualified active members of the Township’s Fire Departments; and

WHEREAS, the amount shall be fixed from time to time a clothing allowance for damage and loss
sustained in the line of fire duty provided the member attended and answered at least 40% of the
fire duty during the preceding 12 months; and

Joe Bayer, Joe Bichler, Bill Duaime, John Hopkins, Stephan Hopkins, Lou LaFord, Jr., Terry
Lawler, James Marinelli, Martin Olsson, Jr., Justin Prontnicki, Jr., Kyle Suruda, Tim Weiss, Sr.,
Jim Fox, John VanWetering.

WHEREAS, Mayor and Council decided the amount for the 2021 Budget would be $175.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of
Lopatcong, County of Warren and State of New Jersey shall fix a dollar amount of $175.00 for the
2016 budget to be paid to every qualified active member of the Fire Department.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 31, 2021.

Margaret B. Dilts, CMC

Resolution No. 21-123 — Authorize redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2020-031 on Block
99, Lot 145 C0622 in the amount of $533.66.

R21-123

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE
NO. 2020-031 ON BLOCK 99, LOT 145 C0622



WHEREAS, at the Lopatcong Township Municipal Tax Sale held on December 29, 2020, a lien
was sold on Block 99, Lot 145 C0622 also known as 622 Honeybrook Circle for delinquent sewer;
and

WHEREAS, this lien known as Tax Sale Certificate No. 2020-031 was sold to US Bank Cust/Pro
Cap 8/Pro Cap; and

WHEREAS, on November 19, 2021 the mortgage company for the property owner has satisfied
the redemption amount on Certificate No. 2020-031 in the amount of $533.66.

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 1% day of December 2021, that the Chief
Financial Officer is authorized to issue a check in the amount of $533.66 for the redemption of
Tax Sale Certificate No. 2020-031 to:

US Bank Cust/Pro Cap8/Pro Cap
50 S. 16 Street, Suite 2050
Philadelphia, PA 19102-2513

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 1, 2021.

Margaret B. Dilts, CMC

Resolution No. 21-124 - Authorize redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2020-025 on Block
93, Lot 3.01 in the amount of $73,894.33, Premium $123,000.00.

R 21-124

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOPATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE
NO. 2020-025 ON BLOCK 93, LOT 3.01

WHEREAS, at the Lopatcong Township Municipal Tax Sale held on December 29, 2020, a lien
was sold on Block 93, Lot 3.01 also known as 44 Trubeck Lane for delinquent tax; and

WHEREAS, this lien known as Tax Sale Certificate No. 2020-025 was sold to BALA Partners,
LLC; and

WHEREAS, on November 23, 2021 property owner has satisfied the redemption amount on
Certificate No. 2020-025 in the amount of $73,894.33, Premium $123,000,00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED ON THIS 15T day of December 2021, that the Chief
Financial Officer is authorized to issue a check in the amount of $73,894.33, Premium $123,000.00
for the redemption of Tax Sale Certificate No. 2020-025 to:

BALA Partners, LLC
P.O. Box 303
Pottersville, NJ 07979

CERTIFICATION
I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State

of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 1, 2021.

Margaret B. Dilts CMC



Resolution No. 21-125 -Authorize Tax Overpayment for Block 2, Lot 29 in the amount of
$2,260.37.

R 21-125

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOATCONG, COUNTY OF WARREN AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ISSUE A REFUND FOR TAX OVERPAYMENT FOR BLOCK
2,LOT 29

WHEREAS, Block 2, Lot 29 qualified as tax exempt (disabled veteran) September 15, 2021; and

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has adjusted the tax account to cancel taxes for the 4" quarter of
2021 and 1** and 2" quarter of 2022; and

WHEREAS, the mortgage company for the property owner made a tax payment in the mount of
$2,260.37 on October 26, 2021; and

WHEREAS, the mortgage company has given the Tax Office permission to refund the homeowner
directly.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Council of the Township of
Lopatcong hereby authorizes a refund in the amount of $2,260.37 to: Gary J & Patricia Cox, 1351
Rowe Lane, Phillipsburg NJ 08865.

CERTIFICATION

I, Margaret B. Dilts, Municipal Clerk of the Township of Lopatcong, County of Warren and State
of New Jersey do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a Resolution adopted
by Council at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 1, 2021.

Margaret B. Dilts CMC

Fire Dept. No. 2 Membership — Approve application for Nolan Sweeney as recommended by
Fire Chief LaFord.

Announcements — Year-end Council Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 29,
Council Reports —

Councilman Palitto — Thanked Council President Pryor for his service and commitment to our
community. It was a pleasure serving with you and I wish you all the best. Wished everyone a
happy and safe holiday season.

Councilman Belcaro — Announce that this is the final week for leaf pickup. Thanked Joe for
running and serving with him over the last six years; an honor and noted that he appreciates his
tenacious work. Thanked him for his preparation and hard work.

Council President Pryor noted that he enjoyed serving with everybody on Council and the staff.
He noted Lou and he ran together and had tough campaigns.

Councilman Wright — No report but congratulated Council President Pryor for doing a great job
and it has been a pleasure working with him.

Council President Pryor — Thanked everyone for their comments — 6 years is a long time and did
enjoy it. Wished all a Happy Holiday.

Mayor Mengucci — Joe has been very professional with whatever he’s done and that he learned a
lot from him. If Joe didn’t come in when he did, there is no way to know what would have
happened. For a few years Lopatcong did not have the best in leadership. There were some
good people on the councils as well. The surplus was $65,000 and now it is $2.3 million.



Engineer Sterbenz — Pool report will be reading on the 29", There are plans for Belview Road
Improvement Project which Lopatcong has DOT funding on. They have been completed and
submitted to the Department of Transportation. Once approved, the project can be advertised for
public bids in January. Wished Joe the best in his future endeavors.

Chief of Police Garcia — Noted that two new vehicles have come in and are being outfitted with
equipment. The painting of the offices is being done now by Maso Painting and they are doing a
fantastic job. He also said that traffic on Strykers Road is going to ramp up over the next few
weeks but there will be an end to it.

Approve Dept. Reports — Motion by Council President Pryor, seconded by Councilman Wright.
All in favor.

Approve Payment of Bills — Motion to approve by Council President Pryor, seconded by Mayor
Mengucci. Roll call vote:

AYES: Councilman Belcaro, Councilman Palitto, Councilman Wright, Council President Pryor,
Mayor Mengucci.

NAYS: None

Audience Participation —

John Betz — Brakeley Gardens — Issues going on with increases in rents. Attorney Campbell has
had conversation with the new owners and sent a copy of the ordinance to them. They
acknowledge the email and in the conversation Attorney Campbell explained they are allowed to
increase the rent once a year and it can be for no more than three percent. She even told her that
even though they can offer a month to month rent to people but for 12 of those months they must
be at one rate.

Linda Treglia of Delaware Crossings — She asked about the meeting in January — their increase
was 4% increase. Attorney Campbell said that if Larken does not correct what they’re doing,
there will be a meeting. A letter went today to the attorney for Larkin providing them the new
ordinance two examples noting they were not in compliance.

Frank Morelli — Brakeley Park — He brought up a parking situation on Red School Lane that’s
creating a very dangerous intersection at Powder Horn and Red School Lane. Resident at 305
Red School Lane parks three to five vehicles. This will be addressed by the Police Dept.

Jim Belske — Deerhaven Terrace in Overlook — Asked if the Township is litigating the ordinance.
Attorney Campbell said that the Township is still litigating the ordinances. Two of the lawsuits
have been consolidated into one. He noted that preliminary approval was given to Bridge in
October at the Planning Board and there was no notice there was going to be a vote. Attorney
Campbell said there is no requirement that there is going to be a vote; just notice of the hearing.
They could have had one meeting, one hearing and taken a vote but they keep carrying it because
it takes more time.

John Betz — If your lease is to be renewed and received renewal, should you go on paying?
Attorney Campbell said you should call your landlord and pay your same amount until the matter
is rectified.

Lori Ciesla — 12 Meadowview Drive — Sent an email to both you and Mayor Barsony who she
heard from him today and it was agreed that a meeting would be held in January. She informed
the Council that with the one warehouse opening and the potential for others, there has been
questions from residents regarding improvements to Strykers Road and 519. They are looking
into alternative routes out of Strykers Road to 22 if we can all sit down and talk about this, we
can come up with some ideas of how to rectify the issues that will arise. Lori also reminisced
about Council President Pryor’s first years on Council. She noted that in spite of all the
hardships he faced, she noted the projects he dealt with and did a great job for six years. She
thanked him so much for everything he did.

Donna Schneider — 26 Meadowview Drive — asked if both warehouses now have preliminary
approval. Council President Pryor noted that only Bridge has it and NFI will continue into 2022.
She asked when a vote would be taken. Attorney Campbell asked who she was referring to as



voting. She said it goes back to Coucnil now — Attorney Campbell said no. Council Presidnet
indicagted there were higher approvals that come from the State, the Highlands and some of
those will involve Council; sewer being one.

Motion to adjourn the meeting by Councilman Palitto, seconded by Councilman Wright. All in
favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Margaret B. Dilts, CMC James E. Mengucci
Clerk/Administrator Mayor



